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CENTRAL COMMITTEE APPROVES MEASURES TO IMPROVE PROPAGANDA 
Sofia POLITICHESKA AGITATSIYA in Bulgarian No 1, 1981 pp 1926 


Decision of Secretariat of BCP Central Committee dated 15 October 1980: 


garding the Improvement of Oral Political Propaganda"; passages enclosed 
in slantlines printed in boldface | 


Text ] The BCP Central Committee, at the initiative of Comrade Todor 
ivkov, has unceasingly paid and continues to pay exceptional attention 
to developing ami strengthening the ideological front, to raising the 
level of the party's mass political activity ami intensifying its role. 
The party has always attached first-priority importance to its political 
work among the working people as a mighty weapon for educating thea, for 
raising their political awareness, for forming in them a sounl class at- 
titule towards events of domestic ami international life ani for mobilising 
their political ami social activity in building the new society. 


This valuable tradition of our party was developed ani enriched particular- 
ly in the years after the April (1956) plenum of the BCP Central Committee. 
Important contributions in this respect were made by the decisions of the 
Tenth and Eleventh Party Congresses, by the February (1974) plenum of the 
BCP Central Committee ani by the speeches of Comrade Todor Zhivkov to the 
National Conference in Veliko Turnovo about the role of the primary party 
organizations ani to the plenum of the BCP OK [Okrug Committee ] in Burgas. 
He raised these questions with new force in the memoranium to the Political 
Bureau of the BCP Central Committee about certain urgent problemas involved 
in the preparation for the Twelfth BCP Congress, which memoranium was ap- 
proved by the November (1980) plenum of the party Central Committee. It 
emphasizes that there must be all-round discussion of the state of our 
/oral propagania/, of specific work with the infividual ani of how well 
informed communists ami all workers are on domestic ani international 
problems; there must be improvement in the organizational structure ani 
makeup of the propagania machinery ani in the use of up-to-date means ani 
forne. 


During the reorganization of ideological work significant results were 
achieved in improving oral propagamia; its efficacy was stepped up ani 
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active party members were enlisted to coniuct it. In addition to the in- 
creasing influence of the mase-\nformation ani propagania media, party 
agencies ani organisations took constant pains with the enrichment of the 
content, forms and means of oral propagania, the organizational strengthen- 
ing of the propagania machinery, ite instruction and information, and the 
exchange of experience. 


In recent years the Political Bureau anid the Secretariat of the BCP Central 
Committee have projected ani implemented important measures for the ideo- 
logical ani political implementation of the decisions of central party, 
state ani economic agencies, for the improvement of inmiividual political 
work with people and for the betterment of visual propagania. 


Problems of the party's economic ami social policy are assuming an ever 
larger place in the content of propagania activity. Oral propaganda con- 
tributes in large measure to raising the sociopolitical ani labor activity 
of the people. It is an indispensable means of strengthening ani expani- 
ing the party's contacts with the working people ani of further improving 
socialist democracy. In recent years great strides have been made in in- 
plementing the party thesis that key personnel should take a most active 
part in propaganda work. More ani more attention is being paid to streng- 
thening the socialist way of life, to explaining problems in the interna- 
tional situation ani foreign policy of Bulgaria, the USSR and other 
fraternal socialist states, ani to fortifying the frieniship ani coopera- 
tion of the countries of the world socialist community. 


At Une same time that the growing role of oral propaganda is appreciate, 
it must be noted that the present state of this extraordinarily important 
party activity ‘s not satisfactory; it lags behind requirements ani the 
new tasks ani is in need of substantial improvement. This is due to the 
requirement that the new economic approach and new economic mechanism be- 
come a profoundly realized need of every citizen of our society ani a 
stimulus for stepping up his socioeconomic ani labor activity. 


Improvement of oral propagania is also imperative because of the increasing- 
ly complex international conditions under which we live. Despite the 
progress in the campaign for peace ami detente at the beginning of the 
1980's the situation in the world arena has worsened. The stepped-up 
military preparations of imperialiem, the foci of tension it has stirred 
up, the adventurist foreign-policy course of certain circles in the United 
States ani in other imperialist countries ani their intensified ideological 
sabotage create a serious threat to world peace. This increases the neces- 
sity of making an even more systematic ani well-reasoned explanation of the 
international problems ani foreign policy of Bulgaria, the USSR ani other 
socialist countries ani of intensifying the campaign against the policy of 
imperialism, bourgeois ideology, anticommunism, Maoism ani revisionisa. 


The solution of all these proolems makes new high demanis on oral propagan- 
da. The present activity in this area has a number of shortcomings, which 
must be decisively overcome in order to raise its quality ani efficacy. 





The main shortcoming of propagania activity is that it is not always con- 
crete ani inadequately fulfills ite specific role unfer conditions of the 
rapid development of mass-information media. For this reason it often re- 
peats already known truths, fails to make timely response to burning ques- 
tions or skirts them, does not always anticipate events so as to form 

sound public opinion, does not give enough attention to certain questions 
that disquiet working people, particularly in the area of international re- 
lations, moral training etc. 


In years past there has been full amd conclusive confirmation of the souni- 
ness of the BCP Central Committee's positions that propaganda ani explana- 
tory work must be a matter first and foremost of party cadres, that the 
propagamia machinery must inclule the most responsible ani most highly 
qualified party, economic, administrative and public leaders, that they 
must play the role of mentors of the working people and must always ani 
everywhere employ the political approach. At the same time it has become 
apparent that some organizational forms of the propaganda machinery aust 
be improved, that the selection, instruction, breadth of information ani 
everyday activity of propagarniists must be considerably improved ani that 
aystematic care must be given to improvement of their methods training. 
Nor has the task assigned at the February plenum, viz. improvement of 
propagania activity on local problems, been completely fulfilled. More 
attention must be paid to problems in the methods of scientific research 
on propagania questions. 


With a view to raising oral propagania to a new ant higher level during 
the period of the building of a developed socialist society, the Secre- 
tariat of the BCP Central Committee /has decided/ as follows: 


l. Considering the great role ami place of oral propagania in the ideo- 
logical and political education of the working people, in effecting constant 
am living contact ami dialog with them ani in mobilizing their forces for 
the fulfillment of party projects, it recommenis to party committees and 
organizations that they systematically take care /constantly to bring the 
content of oral propagania into line with the problems that the party and 
government are solving ami to improve the forms, means ani methods of 
propagamia activity./ Constant improvement of oral propagania must be re- 
garded as a first-priority commitment of all party agencies ani organiza- 
tions. 


2. Problems in the party's economic ani social policy,/ ani particularly 
the application of the new economic approach ani the new economic mechan- 
ism ani the i:tellectualization of labor, /must have a central place in 
the content of oral propaganda. In studying, explaining and implementing 
these tasks, propaganiists ani speakers must be guided by the decisions of 
party congresses ani plenums of the BCP Central Committee, by the deci- 
sions of the Political Bureau ami Secretariat of the BCP Central Committee 
and by the reports an speeches of Comrade Todor Zhivkov. 














Differentiated an! iniividual oral propagania aust be mounted so that the 
new economic approach will seise the mint and become the goal and cause of 
millions, turning into the guiding principle of their labor ani life. 


Initiative am! propaganda activity must be decisively increased ani the 
ageressiveness of oral propagania must be intensified. Without waiting for 
instructions, it must respon! rapidly, must take up the problems that arise 
ami the decisions of party, state am economic agencies, and must answer 
the questions that disturb the working people. Party committees ani primary 
party organizations must concentrate their attention on specific goale and 
tasks in keeping with the specific conditions ani problems of every econon- 
le echelon ani its place in the production chain, must adduce persuasive 
arguments supporting the interest of society, the collective ami the 
individual in their implementation, must inspire enthusiasm in people and 
point them to efficient ani high-quality labor. 


Primary party organizations ani party groups must give ever greater atten- 
tion to explaining the fundamental features, purposes ani tasks of the new 
type of Urigade organization of labor on the principles of profit-ani-loss 
accounting and self-support. There must be instilled in every worker a 
profound conviction that in our country social, collective and individual 
interests are inseparably one and that further growth of the people's mate- 
rial ami cultural welfare depenmis on creativity, initiative ani scope in 
the work am on a high sense of responsibility of every worker ani every 
labor collective. 


There must be improvement in propagandists’ work of stulying anid dissem- 
inating progressive Bulgarian ani foreign labor experience. The campaign 
to launch socialist competition must become their first-priority commitment. 


The effective character of propagania gust be intensified. | must become 
still more aggressive and specific; it must explain the requirements ani 
tasks of the individual labor collective ami every *oiler deriving from 
national documents ami decisions am must provide an incentive for their 
practical implementation. 


In addition to explaining the decisions ami other documents of party, state 
am economic bodies, greater and greater attention aust be paid to the en- 
tire ensemble of local problems, troubles, longings, and questions that 
bother people ani are a substantial element of their mental world. They 
are of important significance for shaping specific ideas and attituies; 
they affect the social atmosphere and people's labor ami social activity. 


The people's constantly growing interest in problems of present-day inter- 
national relations ami in our country’s foreign policy am position in the 
international communist ami workers’ movement must be systematically stui- 
ied ami satisfied. In future, first-priority attention must be paid to 
questions of the further development ani expansion of our party ani coun- 
try’s policy towaris closer alinement and cooperation in every way with 
the CPSU ani the USSR am towards Bulgaria’s frieniship ami cooperation 











with the other countries of the socialist community. The aggressive policy 
of imperialism, anticommuniam, anti-Sovietiam, Maoism and revisionism andj 
their actions aimed against the process of detente must be unmasked, 


Problems involving the molding of the socialist personality must have an 
ever greater place in the content of oral propagania. Special attention 
must be paid to ideological conviction, to social am labor activity, or- 
ganigation, creativity ami initiative. By word ani personal example 
propagandists must inculcate a socialist attitude towards labor ani public 
property and responsibility for the fulfillment of labor pledges; they 
must contribute to the formation of high moral virtues in everybody; must 
help create an atmosphere of impatience towards negative activities and 
survivals from the past; must contribute to further strengthening of the 
socialist way of life; and must appreciably intensify the role of oral 
propagamia in the campaign for the protection, husbamiing ani utilization 
of socialist property ami for calling a halt to encroachments upon national 
resources. Still greater attention must be paid to questions of social 
policy, to the gains that workers win, to socialist humanism and socialist 
democracy. 


3. Party committees am primary party organizations must improve /oral 
propagamia activity in labor collectives/ from every point of view. Assess- 
ing favorably the unified political days held at many places, on which re- 
sponsible party, state, economic, trade-union ani Komsomol figures meet 
with labor collectives ani the population, it recommenis that this experi- 
ment become widespread. For the purpose, okrug ani obshtina BCP committees 
should set a fixed day in the month for such meetings, should publicize 
them widely among the population ani supply leading figures with data on 
the questions that will be discussed at the meetings. After the mevtings 
are held, they must summarize ani report the proposals ani questions raised 
by the workers. 


The role of economic and administrative leaders in forming a favorable 
sociopsychic climate, healthy political attitujes, ami solidarity of the 
collectives that they head must be increased. 


Concern for the development of the tutorial movement must be intensified 
am its content more ami more enriched. Its core must be the rapid and 
harmonious growth of the young person professionally, morally ani politi- 
cally. Tutorship must be introduced more boldly in the nonproduction 


sphere as well. 


Trade-union committees ani trade-union organizations under the guidance of 
party committees and or mnizations must improve the operation of clubs for 
front-rankers ani holders of orders with a view to their playing an ever 
greater role in popularizing ani introducing progressive labor experience 
ard converting it into mass practice. 


Special care must be given to improving propagania work among the toilers 
in the sphere of commerce ami services, medical institutions, people's 











councils, transportation ani communications, who because of the character 
of their employment are constantly in contact with wide strata of the peo- 
ple. 


Propagania work must be improved among construction workers, stock breeders 
and mechanizers, increasing the scope and using effective forms and means 
of exerting influence. 


Oral propagania must be made more specific ani must be better differen- 
tiated in keeping with the age, educational, ethnic and other character- 
istics of the people. 


4, Party committees must take systematic care to improve /propaganda work 
where people live/. Attention there aust be centered on the problems of 
people's self-sufficiency ani the use of their spare time to its full val- 
ue, the improvement of trade ani living conditions, transportation ani 
administrative services, the planning and provision of public services ani 
amenities, the safeguarding of the settlement'’s hygiene and a number of 
other problems which have to be solved primarily where people live. Spe- 
cial attention must be paid to the moral training of the rising generation. 


District primary party organizations must establish an energetic unified 
propagania machine to be used by party ami Fatherland Front organizations 
for carrying on explanatory work where people live. Party bureaus ani 
organizations must select and approve propaganiists ani see to their polit- 
ical ani methods supervision while the direct organization of oral propa- 
ganda must be effected by the Fatherland Front. 


Under the guidance of party organizations even more leads must be taken ani 
expaniei where people live for the joint work of the Fatherland Front, 
trade unions ami the Dimitrov Communist Youth Union; propagania ani mass- 
cultural events must be more skillfully combined. 


Work with itinerant workers must be improved in the place where they live. 
Holders of orders, heroes ami front-rankers in labor must be given atten- 
tion ami publicized in the district, village etc. Special concern ani 
attention must be shown in raising the political awareness of citizens 
with little education an low living standards. 


5. /The structure of the party propagania machinery/ must be improved. 
The initial principle in organizing the propaganda machinery in the future 
as well must be the Leninist requirement: oral propagania must be pri- 
marily a matter for the leading cadres, for party activists. 


Party committees must take measures for further improvement in the work of 
gyroups of speakers to okrug, obshtina, rayon and city BCP committees. Spe- 
cial attention should be paid to the work of speaker groups in ministries 
am other central departments. They should regularly make speeches ani 
talks to the workers in their respective department ani subjiivisions 











thereof, as well as take an active part in explaining the probleas of 
party policy to the workers of other organizations and departments, okrugs, 
obshtinas, settlements etc. 


There must be improvement in the work of speaker groups in factory and ine 
stitutional ECP committees with a view to their regularly informing workers 
about current questions of socioeconomic policy, the international situa- 
tion, moral questions etc. Experienced and theoretically trained conm- 
munists must be included in these. Where possible, their activity should 
be specialized, their problem field should be expanded, and their methods 
training should be improved. 


/Provagania teams/ must be set up in primary party organizations. Party 
organizations must approve as propagandists the most influential and best 
trained economic, administrative ani public leaders, communists, members 
of the BZNS [Bulgarian National Agrarian Union], Komsomol members and 
nonparty members, front-rankers in labor ami tutors possessing the neces- 
sary ideological ami political training and the ability to deliver talks, 
carry on chats, and persuade ani organize people. The number of propa- 
gamists must be determined by party organizations so that every production 
urigade ami avery basic subdivision of the labor collective should have 
propagandists, ani the larger ones a propaganda team. The propaganda team 
must be directed by the secretary or deputy secretary (Agitation and Propa- 
ganda Department) of the primary party organization. The role and prestige 
of the propagandist should be glorified as a political figure and champion 
of the party's cause. High public recognition should be given to his labor. 
The best propaganiists should be recommenied for state ani other prizes. 


6. The Propagania ami Agitation Department of the BCP Central Committee, 
okrug, obshtina ami other party committees ani the bureaus of primary 
party organizations must improve /the direction of oral propagania/. 


The press, television, radio ami the Georgi Kirkov Society must publish 
and broadcast materials which will foster the training, instruction am 
informing of propaganda cadres. 


The newspaper RABOTNICHESKO DELO [ Workers’ Cause | must improve the content 
ami level of its weekly survey materials about the m st important interna- 
tional events, which will better serve speakers ani propagandists. 


The editing of BYULETINA ZA VUTRESHNOPARTIYNA INFORMATSIYA [Inner Party 
Information Bulletin | must be improved ami its timely publication assured. 
More materials must be published in it which will arm communists with in- 
formation about an analyses of the timeliest events. Okrug, obshtina ani 
other BCP committees and bureaus of primary party organizations must see to 
the rapid dissemination of the bulletin amd its proper utilization. 


Okrug BCP committees must improve the quality of the bulletins they publish, 
thereby providing their propagani’sts ani speakers with data on the 














international and domestic situation and giving an answer to the questions 
that the workers bring up. 


The conduct of sy8tematic propagania ami information work among young peo- 
ple must be regarded as a first-priority task of all party agencies. 
Meetings of young men ard women with responsible party, state ani economic 
leaders should be arranged periodically. Political work must be improved 
especially with schoolchildren ani stwients. 


?. The Propaganda and Agitation Department, together with the Organiza- 
tional Department, the Mass-Information Media Department and the Informa- 
tion and Sociological Center of the Central Committee must take measures 
to provide for the timely, constant and exhaustive informing of communists 
and workers about important questions of the domestic and international 
Situation and about the problems that disturb people. 


8. Okrug, obshtina ani factory BCP committees must organize a /stri ‘1 
system for instructing and informing propagandists and speakers/ #)cut tiv 
fundamental theoretical ani methodological problems of propagania © must 
study amd disseminate the experience of the best ones among these. 


Obshtina and factory party committees must organize standing seminars with 
/the leaders of propagania teams/, 


The Propaganda amd Agitation Department of the BCP Central Committee must 
projuce the necessary subject-matter plans, textbooks and teaching aids. 


9. The Propaganda amd Agitation Department, the Organizational Department 
amd the Information ami Sociological Center of the BCP Central Committee, 
as well as okrug ani obshtina party committees must improve their activity 
in stujying public opinion ani the political attitwies of the people. 
Propaganda ami explanatory work must be based on true and exhaustive in- 
formation about the questions that disturb the workers and must be an 
active factor in the formation of their political attituie. 


10. Party committees and primary party organizations must systematically 
/analyze propaganda activity/, the participation of cadres in the political 
explanatory work of the party, their ability to demonstrate a political 
approach and convince and educate the people they lead. 


Periodically the work done by speaker groups in the central, okrug, 
obshtina and factory party committees must be reported. Records must be 
kept ami a systematic checkup made on their solution of the questions 
raised by the workers amd on the proposals they make. 


ll. Okrug, obshtina, factory and institutional party committees must in- 
prove the work of /political education centers ami party rooms/ so that 
they will perform even better the functions of theoretical and methodologi- 
cal propaganda centers; they must decisively intensify their assistance to 














speakers, propaganiiste and tutors; help them with reference ani inform- 
tion materiale ani methods etulles, ani give them assistance in the use 
of views) aide ani equipment. Political education centers must arrange 
for the instruction of propagania cadres ani for the summarigation ani 
diesemination of favorable experience in the propaganda field. In ali 
political education centere a regular or adjunct staff member must be ap- 
pointed consultant on questions of propagania methods ani organisation. 


The training programs of the AONSU [Academy of Social Sciences ani Social 
hy ae the BCP Central Committee, of the interokrug party 
schoole, ani of the Marxiem-Leniniem universities umier the okrug party 
committees should include more lectures on propaganda probleme. 


12, The magazines “Cy ZHIVOT [Party Life], POLITICHESKA PROSVETA 
[Political Miucation | and POLITI AGITATSIYA [Political Propagania ] 
Should regularly public articles dealing with the theoretical ani neth- 
odological problems of propagania. 


The magazine POLITICHESKA AGITATSIYA should more frequently publish methois 
stuwlies, materials for talks, mode) subject-matter plans, figures ani 
facts, should systematically put in materials ani photos of the best propa- 
gardiste ami publicise their good experience. 





The press committee shovld see to the printing of the magazine POLITICHESKA 
AGITATSIYA with the least possible delay so that it presents current in- 
formation while it is timely. 


13. The BCP Publishing House ani the Septemvri [September] State Publish- 
ing House must see to the publication of more books ani pamphlets on the 
theory ani methods of propagania work, as well as textbooks ani teaching 
aide for propagania needs. 


The AONSU under the BCP Central Committee must make provisions in ite plans 
for scientific investigations ani theoretical ani methods stulies of propa- 


ganmia problens. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


OFFICER COLLEGE FORK ANTIALRCRAFT MISSILE TROOPS DESCRIBED 
East Berlin MILITAERTECHNIK in German No 6 1980 signed to press 11 Sep 80 pp 2868-289 


[Article by Lt Col F. Scheffler: "MT Introduces: Franz Mehring Officer College of 
the Air Force/Air Defense Command, Antiaircraft Missile Department") 


[Text] The main task of the antiaircraft missile branch of the air defense is the 
dependable protection of important political and administrative centers, commercial 
and industrial areas, military groups, and other objectives of the enemy's air attack 
resources. The antiaircraft missile troops in the nation's air defense system work 
together closely with other branches, chiefly with the air force and the radio en- 
gineering troops. They are to destroy the enemy in the air on the approaches to the 
areas or objectives to be covered or to hinder his penetration. 


To fulfill this task the antiaircraft missile troops have up-to-date antiaircraft 
missile systems. With great effectiveness they are able to combat the enemy's air 
attack resources (aircraft, helicopters, automatically drifting balloons, and air-to- 
surface class missiles) at various altitudes and velocities. To direct the fire 

they use up-to-date automated guidance systems, in which the incoming information 

on flight position is processed and the target coordinates are determined. In this 
way it is possible most favorably to match targets with firepower, to provide the 
units with timely combat assignments, and to transmit all necessary data for engaging 
the targets. 


The combat possibilities for up-to-date missile technology can only be fully utilized 
when well-trained and communistically trained military cadre are able to prepare 

the subordinate service operators and crews for combat to assure the destruction of 
the air attack resources of the enemy under all situations. Our department is re- 
sponsible for the training of such officers. With the abilities and skills of its 
graduates it plays no small role in determing the fighting strength and combat readi- 
ness of the crews and service operators in the antiaircraft missile units and troop 
formations. 


Up-to-date weapons systems demand specialized means of instruction. Therefore, the 
future officers of the antiaircraft missile troops are instructed in two sections, 
either as engineers for electronic installations, or as engineers for electromechan- 
ical installations. 


10 




















1, Content and Development of Training 


During the course of inetruction the officer candidates are given versatile and 
practical instruction in general education, in the social sciences, and in military 
technology. Solid and usable information combined with reliable knowledge of the 
policy of the party and of the service regulations are fundamental prerequisites for 
the engagement of our graduates in a military unit, 


Immediately after the military basic training the young officer candidates are in- 
structed for several days in the field. Here they will become familiar with their 
future area of activity, the tactical unit. Concepts imparted at thie time in the 
career of an antiaircraft missile troop officer are important for the subsequent 
practical basic instruction. The officer candidates acquire extensive knowledge in 
these areas: higher mathematics, probability theory, electronics, electrotechnics, 
and impulse and automation technology. Selected problems in systems and control 
theory ae well as arithmetic round out the required and expected learning of the 
officer candidates. 


During the specific training for each section in the subjects “Tactics of Antiaircraft 
Mierile Troops," "Firing Antiaircraft Missiles," "Fundamentals of Antiaircraft Missile 
Technology," "Technical Service," and others the officer candidates acquire the ne- 
cessary tools for the manifold functions of our branch of service. 


Simultaneously in the laboratories and council rooms of the department, instructed 

by the teaching officers, they learn to analyse important processes of radio loca- 
tion and missile guidance as well as to master all those means, procedures, and 
methods for the assessment of the technical preparedness of the respective system or 
individual elements. Here multifarious possibilities present themselves to intensify 
in practice acquired knowledge in the science of measurement and the theory of re- 
liability. At certain teaching intervals the officer candidates take part in field 
training, maneuvers, and bivouacs. During this time they consolidate their knowledge, 
skills, and abilities. They must demonstrate the acquired knowledge working with 
their future subordinates and dealing with antiaircraft missile and guidance tech- 
nologies. That body of knowledge which is typical and necessary for all antiaircraft 
systems is nevertheless not merely imparted. The officer candidates, building on the 
acquired knowledge and ability in mathematics and the natural sciences, independently 
gain for themselves fundamental information about the purpose, the structure, and 

the mode of operation of antiaircraft missile technology. 


The wealth of our socialist fatherland is growing daily, but thereby also the respon- 
sibility of the officers, whose duty it is is loyally to defend the air space. 
Therefore we train our officers to a high degree of loyalty. They must complete their 
missions precisely, dependably, with first-rate quality, and they must acquire the 
specific personality attributes of a military superior in a socialist army. We 

place priority on developing their creative thinking and thereby establish the most 
important prerequisite for their later military mastery. 


2. Methods and Conditions of Training 
In recent years the officers, ensigns [Faenrich], and noncommissioned officers in 


the antiaircraft missile troop department under the leadership of their commanding 
officer have accomplished a far-reaching job in making the training more effective 
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in the troop, They single=mindedly provided for an up-to-date training base. Now 
ite relationship to the larger methodical possibilities for the work of the faculty 
are daily becoming visible. 


For example we observe a group of officer candidates with Lieutenant Colonel Rieger, 
inetructor for calculating machines, Just recently the calculated guidance commande 
and guidance signals were white formula symbole on the blackboard. Now by means of 
4@ guidance command recorder the signals produced in a laboratory complex are regis- 
tered. A television camera, which observes this operation, transmits them onto a 
viewing screen. Thus almost unimaginable dynamic processes become evident for all 
officer candidates. The task now set, of analysing the duration of the swing-in 
procedures, is understood by all officer candidates from the standpoint of their 
military technical context. These arise first concepts of the tactical importance 
of exactly formulated commands for the guidance of an antiaircraft missile, and for 
the completion of a combat mission. 


Lieutenant Colonel Rieger has been active for more than a decade as party secretary 
of the primary organization "Faculty," and twice as long as teaching officer. For 
just that reason he considers the preparation of a training hour so important. The 
station in which he and the other teaching officers work has been developed by the 
members of the faculty into a modern training center. More and more instructing 
officers use the television installation and other up-to-date technical equipment in 
effective and practical training. 


The faculty, which mainly trains officers for the technical units, has at its disposal 
classrooms and laboratories with the most modern equipment. Here the officer candi- 
dates receive the technical knowledge needed for their mission. We visit a lesson 
in a measuring and control lab. Lieutenant Colonel Hesche, instructor for control 
and test systems and graduate of a Soviet military academy as well as a member of 
the party leadership, really needs to have more eyes and ears. Six different ex- 
periments have been set up simultaneously. Two or three officer candidates at a 
time study the experimental instructions and subsequently measure the quantitative 
parameters of those instruments and construction assemblies built into the missile. 
For instance two officer candidates check the stability of a gyrosystem. They in- 
crease the control tension according to the values given in the experimental in- 
structions and measure all those parameters of the gyro movement that can be causally 
related to the stability of the flight of the antiaircraft missile. The correct 
interpretation of the experimental results places high demands on the technical 

and tactical thinking of the officer candidates. 


And last we visit the command post in an instructional fire emplacement. The atmos- 
phere of the earnest maneuver dominates the darkness of the cabins. On the viewing 
screens the officer candidates observe the approach of several “aerial targets." 

We hear clear, precise commands, each of which starts a series of actions by the 
command post team. If there is an error in that series of actions, then it can be 
repeated another time today. But by the beginning of the bivouac all actions must 
be perfect. After each “approach” the crew members exchange places. At the end of 
training each wants to be regarded as the best guidance officer candidate. We can 
almost feel the fever of the competition. But only those who can act faultlessly, 
confidently, and quickly can stand before the critical eyes of the instructor and the 
other officer candidates. 
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3. Regarding the Scientific Taske 


The scientific tasks of the department become more extensive and more exacting every 
year. 


Therefore new methods are continually being applied in order to employ and at the same 
time further develop the creative abilities of the officer candidates. Beginning in 
the first year of instruction they solve interesting problems in innovation and in 
military science or scientific-technical circles. Many teaching models are the re- 
sult of their scientific thinking and creative activity. 


In the military science circles they deal principally with analysis of references 

and model experiments, in order to gain new insights. Under the guidance of exper- 
ienced instructors experiments are prepared and carried out which serve the better 
investigation of the object under study. In such a circle one is occupied for example 
with the effects of the enemy's armed engagement on the combat order, in another 

with technical and tactical procedures for the better use of combat attributes of the 
anti-aircraft missile systems. 


An extensive area for scientific activity by the officer candidates is the written 
verification and homework. According to tradition the best papers are honored yearly 
in the framework of a performance comparison. These papers are prepared for socio- 
logical, tactical, and military technical problems. They contribute to the improve- 
ment of the troop training, the training in the department itself, or the independent 
research work. 


But most important is that the future officers acquire with partiality that creative 
activity which will accompany them throughout life--in the years of service in the 
troop, studying at a military academy, or in fulfilling the duties of staff service, 
that activity which distinguishes a socialist officer. 


9746 
cso: 2300 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


BISHOP SCHOENHERR ON CHURCH PROSPECTS, PROBLEMS IN SOCIALISM 
Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 2 Feb 81 p 6 


/"Slightly shortened text" of speech by Bishop Albrecht Schoenherr, chairman, Federa~ 
tion of Evangelical Churches in the GDR, at Tutsaing Evangelical Academy, 27 January 
1981: “Neither Total Accommodation nor Total Rejection--Prospects and Problems of 
Christian Existence in a Socialist Society"/ 


[Text] .. Opportunities and problems...jostle one another... The problem is repre- 
sented by the fact that the socialist society of the GDR is led by a party which con- 
siders faith in God a false consciousness, a mystification and obfuscation of reali- 
ty. In terme of the ruling ideology Christian faith is confronted by a deep seated 
mistrust which has arisen in the course of certain historic experiences. Our ob jec- 
tions, based on convictions justified by the bible, are occasionally denigrated as 
clerical presumption, our invocation of the first commandment as a cloak for reac- 
tionary attitudes, sometimes even as an attitude of class hostility introduced from 
the outside. 


The opportunity consists in the fact that the socialist society has rid itself of 
much ballast, that we have lost many of our supports, and that many privileges have 
been abolished. Our Lord's commandment to trust His word only, to profess Him alone, 
is less disguised and confronts the individual more directly than in former condi- 
tions. We Christians are not permitted any longer to evade the question why and 
what we believe, what is our purpose in life. Our best argument is the reality of 
Christian people and congregations, our action in faith and our faith in action. 


What is the GDR socialist society's self-interpretation, and what are the opportuni- 
ties and problems arising therefrom for the Christian Church? I will try to describe 
these by starting with an event which you considered spectacular, or at least mosc 
remarkable. It is the event in the course of which an important exchange of thoughts 
occurred between the socialist society and the Church, and which the congregations 
are now discussing most exhaustively. I mean the establishment of the Martin Luther 
Committee of the German Democratic Republic. You may remember that this committee 
was set up on 13 July 1980 to prepare the 1983 celebration of Luther's birth 

500 years ago and that, with the patronage of Erich Honecker, chairman of the Council 
of State, the initial conference was attended by representatives of the ecclesiasti- 
cal Luther Committee, established in 1978. 
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The establishment of the GDR Martin Luther Committee should not be viewed as prima- 
rily a propaganda exercise, Actually it is similar to the revaluation of the 
Prussian heritage exemplified by the return of Frederick Il's equestrian statue to 
Unter den Linden, To my mind it would also be a mistake to assume its motivation to 
be merely a need for identification with historical figures, for legitimation abroad 
and a demonstration of internal harmony. I think that it is important not only for 
Christians but in politics also, and especially politics involving the two German 
states, for the other side to be taken as seriously as they take themselves~~at 
least until the contrary be proven, 


Involved here in fact is the reworking of the cultural heritage, a task which came 

to the fore especially after the 1971 SED Congress. The 1976 SED party program 
states: "The socialist culture of the GDR is obligated to the rich heritage provided 
by the entire history of the German people. Everything great and noble, humanist 

and revolutionary is preserved and pursued in the GDR by being vitally linked with 
the tasks of the present." The corresponding sentence in the GDR Constitution ap- 
pears in article 18: "The socialist society encourages the cultural life of the 
working people, nurtures all humanist values of the national cultural heritage and 
world culture, and develops socialist national culture as the cause of the entire 
people." As we see by way of these quotations, this heritage is processed with a 
critical eye; it is set in the context of the criteria now valid but, at the same 
time, also of the social inevitabilities as defined by the Marxist teaching of histo- 
ry. This dual evaluation assumes particular relevance in view of the heritage which 
has come down to us as a consequence of the Christian faith. It offers an opportuni- 
ty to appreciate Christian works of art and personalities such as Martin Luther from 
more than general humanist aspects. A medieval painting of the nativity would be 
appreciated not merely as a reflection of mother love in general but also of its 
Christian motivation. This provides a basis of discussion and also the beginning of 
practical collaboration such as in the field of the preservation of ancient monuments 
and--most topically--the organization of the Luther Year. 


There is a distinction between “heritage” and “tradition.” Certain links to the 
cultural heritage have already been established from the standpoint of the concept 
of “tradition.” In accordance with Marxist convictions these are ideologically de- 
termined and defined by the interests of actual classes and strata. The appraisal 
of the Christian tradition distinguishes between two strains: A "progressive" tradi- 
tion, represented in the age of Reformation mainly by Thomas Muentzer but also by 
Martin Luther. This gave rise to the most important impulses for the dec lericaliza- 
tion of society. In our age it was represented by Christian resistance to the Third 
Reich, Christian involvement in the Third World liberation movements and the strug- 
gle against Latin American dictatorships. 


Marxist historians consider the concept of “intermediary” of particular importance. 
The heritage can be assumed only by the intermediary of tradition determined by class 
interests unless the historical performances themselves act as intermediaries. We 
Christian theologians strive by our way of thinking to confront the historical facts 
per se and let them affect us. We wish to get to the source in order to drink from 
its pure waters. 


Nevertheless we Christians also are convinced that there is an "intermediary" with 
regard to the obvious facts, founded in God's own action, and by which He, by His 
spirit, transcends our interests whether derived from class, personal or family 
considerations. 
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I have been concerned here to show that the Marxist doctrine of heritage, tradition 
and intermediary represents a genuine challenge to discerning theological work re= 
@4rding the way we Christians handle the heritage entrusted to us. 


Greater emphasis on the heritage alters the appraisal of historical personalities. 
Let me say once again: It would amount to a misinterpretation of the real intent to 
consider as no more than propagandist moves the preparation of the 1983 Luther cele~ 
brations and the re-erection of Frederick Il's equestrian statue. A tour of Moscow, 
Leningrad or Warsaw would disabuse anyone of that notion. Actually strife-related 
one~sidedness is being steadily abandoned. Earlier appraisals are not withdrawn but 
they are presented with greater sophistication. Lately we had a pertinent pronounce- 
ment by Kurt Hager who looks after Marxist ideology in the SED Politburo. He said 
that it was appropriate to the socialist world image to deal with history in ite ob- 
jective and actual process and in its total dialectic. That also included dealing 
with contradictory phenomena of the historical and cultural heritage, including 
those which are pervadad (ae is Prussia's history) by the struggle between progress 
and reaction, and sometimes display a mixture of progressive and reactionary fea- 
tures (NEVES DEUTSCHLAND, 18 November 1980). Any tribute to Luther would be highly 
suspect if it amounted only to the gilding of his monument or described him as an 
early socialist. However, the fact that Luther's motivation was elucidated by Land 
Bishop Leich in a central Christian comment on the occasion of the ceremonial estab- 
lishment of the GDR Martin Luther Committee gives us reason to hope for fruitful col- 
laboration without risking the independence of the Christian-reformist heritage. In 
this context I would point out in particular the contribution by Prof Horst Bartel, 
the most influential historian at the GDR Academy of Sciences, who also spoke on 
that occasion. Let me cite a passage of particular significance for its sophistica- 
tion: "We must much more thoroughly study Martin Luther's work from the end of the 
Peasant War to his death in 1546; so far this period has been neglected by Luther 
studies. From the revolutionary~doctrinal aspect this means that here also we must 
make our contribution to the question how historical progress may prevail even after 
the defeat or abortion of a revolution. Another issue of great importance is the 
task of grasping the connection between theology and the ideology of various social 
classes, strata and groups by empirical studies and theoretical generalization. Here 
it will be necessary to illuminate the inner life and independence of theology as 
well as its involvement in the traditions and social conflicts of the age." Demon- 
strated here also is a sophisticated appreciation of theology and, therefore, reli- 
gion generally. For the Marxist history continues to be the history of class con- 
flicts. However, not every historical effect may be attributed to class conflicts. 
Relatively independent factors also must be considered. One of these is religion, 
others are language and intellectual phenomena. Modern Marxist religious philosophy 
does not abandon the critique of religion. Still, religion is no longer ascribed 
solely to social misery but also to various personal experiences Guch as helpless- 
ness in the face of nature end individual fate such as suffering, illness and death, 
the need for security, affection and justice). In a period of struggle and construc- 
tion atheism assumes a stance far different from that in the calmer period of so- 
called “developed socialism." The graphic black-and-white yields to more subtle 
gradations. The question no longer runs: Which human errors but which human needs 
lead mankind toward religion? 








It is quite important that the manner of asking the question is changing in current 
social conditions. We sincerely hope that, in time, there will be an end to those 
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attacks which, though all too primitive, tend intellectually to ask too much of 
children of a certain age ("so let use see your Gol!"), Marxist religious philo- 
sophers think that the human needs met by religion will still have to be satisfied 
by this means for a long time to come, They are therefore not expecting religion 
to wither away in the foreseeable future... 


I hope that these explanations=-though they may seem rather abstract--may remove a 
widespread misunderstanding. To deal with figures such as Luther and Frederick II, 
altogether to be concerned with the cultural heritage in its wider meaning, need not 
be a sign of weakness or ideological perplexity. The fact that it is possible to be 
more ‘elaxed about dealing with the heritage may also indicate that the question of 
power is considered settled. 


We Christians as well as the Churches do not claim self-made or seif-willed power. 
Nor do we claim moral superiority, though this may be inferred from the Church's 
so~called "watchdog function." However, we cannot escape or be dispensated from our 
prophetic service to the whole when questions of human life and dignity, the survi- 
val of the world in peace and justice are involved. Just because we know Him Who 
alone is Almighty, we can confidently and calmly walk our road in the socialist 
society of the GDR. 


We will, for example, never tire of speaking of peace and championing peace~~-as we 
have been taught by the New Testament. At the latest federal synod we said "that 
the work for peace may no longer be considered and practiced as an ad hoc duty of 
the Churches but one of the crucial challenges to their witness and their service." 
We are pleased when our championship of peace and detente is appreciated by GDR poli- 
ticians. I am thinking here, for example, of the “statement on the world situation" 
which we submitted early last year to the ecumenical debate. When we make our Lord's 
offer and obligation of peace the yardstick of our actions, these will obviously re- 
main unmistakeable, differentiated and independent. God knows these are not prob- 
lems confined to the socialist society. We will not cease now either from patient~- 
ly appealing to the necessity for taking a risk for the sake of confidence; we will 
not cease consistently to oppose the automatism of hostile images; we will not 

cease to warn against sacrificing the giant potential of intelligence, money, raw 
materials and energy to the madness of rearmament and, thereby, condemning millions 
of hungry people to a silent death; we will not cease from teaching our children 
peacefully to settle conflicts and hate war, in particular since some strategists are 
beginning to consider war feasible once more. It seems that an attitude which takes 
seriously Christ's love as transcending frontiers, and which wishes in word and deed 
to practice this love is bound to arouse the suspicion of favoring the respective 
other party. We will have to bear that suspicion. At the same time we try not to 
appear merely as know-it-alls with raised forefingers. To begin with we relate 
Christ's offer of peace to us Christians. We attempt to show that peace must begin 
within the congregations, within the churches and between denominations... 





At the 1971 synodal conference in Eisenach we said: “We want to be Churches not next 
to, nor opposed to, we want to be Churches in socialism." We thereby turned away 
from a ghetto Church with no other purpose than survival; we refused to be a reser- 
voir of opposition and antisociety. The Church in socialism means first of all (al- 
though this seems a banality) a presence wherever its members live and work. Any- 
one familiar with our conditions knows very well that this is far from being a bana- 
lity. The Church in socialism therefore also means involvement in the issues and 
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achievements of the society in which we live, “actually prudently to collaborate" 
(W. Kruache), The Church in socialism, therefore , means also to remain independ= 
ent and sharply defined, in accordance with the Church's God given function. That 
is why the Church in socialism can never become a socialist church though, like 
many other Churches in East and West, it has socialist members... 


Two possibilities must be avoided absolutely: "The danger of total accommodation and 
the danger of total rejection. The danger of accommodation looms large just because 
temporal power may well seduce a powerless Church into yielding its freedom and the 
fullness of its message for the mess of lentils represented by more of an opportunity 
to survive. The danger of rejection arises from the false belief that a fundament~- 
ally atheistic and totalitarian regime is able everywhere and always only to pro- 
duce error" (from a lecture at a 1979 synod). 


The establishment of the Federation of Evangelical Churches in the GDR deserves men~- 
tion here insofar as it clearly demonstrated the need for the Churches in the GDR to 
hold sole responsibility for the.r witness and their service. This does not exclude 
a good (in other words mutually critical) partnership with the EKiD /Protestant 
Churches in Germany/. We are most grateful for the financial aid flowing from our 
Sister churches. They offer us an opportunity at least temporarily to cope with 
many problems which have come down to us from the extensive heritage of the popular 
Church. Let me emphasize that I have never noticed even the slightest attempt to 
influence our decisions by way of such financial aid. The dangers are elsewhere: A 
donor-recipient mentality might evolve or be reinforced, which nobody could possibly 
want. Incidertally, the attendants at the World Missionary Conference in Melborne 
pointed out to the congregations that many Churches the world over are far more in 
need than those in the GDR. The leadership of the Federation of Evangelical Church- 
es acknowledged this statement without expressly endorsing it. The federation is 
quite aware that extensive spiritual rethinking will be required before every indi- 
vidual Christian here is prepared to assume full (including financial) coresponsibi- 
lity for his Church. 


In the GDR the Church is not a “social organization" in the specific meaning of this 
term. It is independent and, unlike parties and social organizations, not subject 
to the leadership of the party of the working class. To give an example: The gov- 
ernment has no right whatever to be consulted about the appointments to clerical 
offices--ranging from parish priest to bishop. 


Obviously this freedom has its price. Neither the Church as such nor most of its 
officials have any direct relations to the world of work. There is thus the danger 
of being left behind: Sermons may be either altogether irrelevant or draw their re- 
levance from secondhand sources only; children are confronted by religious instruc- 
tion as by a foreign world in which they must painfully find their way; it is not 
considered "with it" to accept responsibility in the Church--indeed such acceptance 
tends to be viewed as somewhat eccentric. On the other hand the congregations and 
their circles offer free discussion and unpre judiced companionship, especially to 


young people. 


The minister, still the Church's representative on the spot, enjoys much confidence 
and--if outgoing--a good deal of respect especially in close knit rural communities. 
That is reflected less in regular and frequent church attendance than on special oc- 
casions and celebrations. 
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The relationship of Church and government was well defined for the public at the no~ 
table reception of the chairman of the Federation of Evangelical Churches by the 
chairman of the Council of State on 6 March 1978, This was preceded not only by 
statements pointing in that direction but by ideologically important decisions such 
as the plans to build churches in new socialist cities, The meeting of 6 March 1978 
yielded some important basic pronouncements by the chairman of the Council of State: 
The equality of rights and opportunities for all citizens and the promise that the 
Churches as such should be involved in the organization of the future. These basic 
pronouncements were, as you know, sccompanied by several practical promises which 
have been kept. Probably the most important event of 6 March was the contribution 
of a still ideologically defined government to the problem of tolerance exemplified 
in that meeting. Most likely this will benefit more than just the Evangelical Land 
Churches. 





A specially important maxim derived from our input was incorporated in the official 
announcement regarding the 6 March meeting: That the relationship between state and 
Church is as good as it appears to the individual Christian. 


What is it that the individual Christian experiences? He sees a Church which has 
shrunk. I indicated earlier that we do not think that this shrinkage is the direct 
consequence of atheistic propaganda; it must be attributed to the decline in reli- 
giosity apparent in nearly all industrial countries of the northern hemisphere. 


The shrinkage is not only a matter of quantity; at some point the congregations ex- 
perience a qualitative drop to the minority church. This implies that every individ- 
ual Christian becomes a witness of the gospel; whether he is aware of it or not, he 
represents the Church as a whole. For the majority of people here the only opportu- 
nity of being touched by the gospel is offered by the Christian whom they happen to 
meeet at work, in the neighborhood or within the family. No longer is that opportu- 
nity offered by the minister whom once they used to have to visit in connection with 
official business. The individual Christian must therefore be well equipped and 
ready to profess his faith. 


The minister in turn becomes a missionary. Not only does he remind us of that which 

we all know, not only does he reinforce that which we all believe or acknowledge, not 
only does he deliver services which are generally desired and needed. He must large- 
ly pioneer virgin territory. He has great opportunities to create something new but, 
at the same time, runs the danger of becoming confused himself and confusing others; 

the clergy as well as the congregations offer a mlticolored spectacle. 


The ability to distinguish the spirits is indeed challenged. If this ability is but 
feebly developed, those who are gifted for communication run the danger of consider- 
ing the congregation around them the target of missionary efforts--especially as it 

confronts a definite need. If they lack this gift, they all too easily fall prey 

to resignation, seeking the reasons for the absence of success within themselves or 

projecting them on other people. Or those who are driven by strong missionary pas- 

sion may be inspired to violent and demonstrative action. Let me but remind you of 

minister Bruesewitz' self-immolation in 1976. 


In an age such as ours it is particularly urgent for the Church leadership and the 
clergy to remain in close contact among themselves and with their congregations. 
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Wherever there is a hierarchic structure tension is bound to develop between "those 
up there" and the base. In a situation like ours this tension tends to be notice- 
ably exacerbated, It is therefore imperative for basic mutual confidence to be main-~ 
tained. Given the difficult informational situation, visits by the Church leader 
ship to the congregations have tvrned out to be specially valuable. 


Side by side with the programmatic pronouncements of 6 March 1978 and the genuine at- 
tempts o implement them the Christian is bound to meet fellow citizens who are 
either unwilling or unable to think with some sophistication. At local level most 
examples are matched by contrary examples. Many comrades and also many Christians 
still live in a situation involving class conflict, although this should have ended 
with the pronouncements of 6 March. Satisfactory and fruitful discussions between 
the representatives of state and Church are matched at all levels by the rejection 
of dialog; discerning collaboration is requested and accepted, but any criticism may 
give rise to the suspicion of wishing to make common cause with the "class enemy." . 
Many Christian children, even the children of clerics, have been granted access to 
the expanded secondary school and to college, but Christian parents are still ex- 
cluded from the parents representative bodies at school, the so-called parent acti- 
vists. The still troubling problem of the youth consecration has been jointed by 
the discussion of "communist education." We have submitted the following questions: 


What does the concept of communist education as presented by the new school order of 
29 November 1979 mean for the basic nor of equality of rights and opportunities con- 
firmed on 6 March 1978? 


How may the educational goal of communist education and the promised equality of 
rights and opportunities be so balanced, 


That the ties of faith of children, youths and parents are sympathetically observed 
by those involved in public education; 


T.at pressure in matters of conscience is omitted in the course of teaching the ideo- 
logy of Marxism-Leninism within the actual process of public education; 


That attitudes and decisions founded in the Christian faith are respected? 


The dialog about the issue of communist education has begun. We hope that it will 
be fruitful. It is quite understandable that ideological impetus concentrates on 
the educational sector especially and that, therefore, the greatest tension is noted 
here. 


This seems to be the proper place to deal with the latest development in the relation- 
ship of Church and state. Fortunately the exacerbation obvious in the international 
situation since the turn of 1979/1980 did not--at least initially--greatly affect re- 
lations between the two German states. On 17 March 1980 the state secretary for 
church affairs received Land Bishop Lohse, chairman of the Council of Evangelical 
Churches in Germany, and me. By so doing he underlined very clearly the indeperdence 
of the Churches in the GDR. At the same time the fact of our reception showed that 
the authorities understood our concerns. We do not wish merely to keep alive tradi- 
tions but, in the interest of world peace and on the border between the two largest 
power blocs, do everything possible for peace, disarmament and detente. We are 


20 

















certain that, in view of the past, the two German states hold a very special respon- 
sibility. Events in Poland and their treatment in the media of the Federal Republic, 
however, seem to have been the last straw. The tense international situation re- 
flected in the NATO resolution of December 1979 and the failure to ratify SALT II, 
the boycott of the Olympic Games, the comments on the cancellation of the Federal 
Chancellor's visit to the GDR evoked the appraisal of the situation expressed in 

the well known Gera address by the chairman of the Council of State. Not acceptable 
any longer in the more complicated international situation were attitudes earlier 
tolerated. We were told quite bluntly that the Churches right to join in the dis- 
cussion had reached limits which--at least for the time being--may not be exceeded. 
It is not correct to claim, as some did, that this is tantamount to a complete freem, 
that--in other words--the 6 March agreement is dead. The 6 March agreement is not 
only still "invoked," it is also implemented. Its elasticity, especially in tense 
situations, is demonstrated precisely in the maintenance and utilization of the op- 
portunity to cope with these situations. 


In recent weeks our official interlocutors have often told us Christians that there 
is no alternative to the approach of 6 March 1978. We welcome such affirmations and 
by no means wish to belittle them. The “quiet and calm life" for which, according 
to 1 Timothy 2, verse 2, we are to pray does not mean a placid idyll. Such a prayer 
would be inappropriate indeed for the followers of the crucified Jesus. However, it 
continues as follows: God wants "that all men be helped and guided to the acknowledg- 
ment of the truth.” If we Christians act accordingly we are bound to confront the 
hour of truth everywhere, in the socialist society of the GDR and in other conditior 
also: That this world belongs to God and has merely been entrusted to us, that we 
are responsible for it, that we must conserve it for Him, not allow it to degenerate 
in blood, dirt and misery... In the world we live in freedom is not so much a poli- 
tical postulate from which we derive rights only. Freedom is the freedom to live 
responsibly, because God makes us free to serve His creatures. Loyalty, patience, 
the readiness to endure and a little composure, the smiling acknowledgment of our 
own limitations as well as those of others, these are good companions of this free- 
dom. We are then enabled to cope with the hard and unpalatable facts which confront 
all of us at some time, and more especially our young Christians. I wish for us 
Christians in the CDR that we may advance in this knowledge... 


11698 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


DECEMBER 1980 ISSUE OF SED THEORETICAL JOURNAL REVIEWED 
East beriin NEVES DEUTSCHLAND in German 10 Dec 80 p 4 


{Helmut Caspar review of Kast Berlin EINHEIT in German Vol 35 No 12, December 1980, 
signed to press 12 November 1980, pp 1201-1319 plus 9-page annual index: "Research 
in the 1980's." Translations and/or summaries of articles by the authors cited 
below, as well as by others, are published in the pages following this review] 


[Text] The focus of EINHEIT (issue No 12/1980) is on the "Central Research Plan of 
the GDR's Marxist-Leninist Social Sciences, 1981-85," approved by the SED Central 
Committee Politburo in October. The plan stipulates that it is the task of social 
science research "through new scientific findings to contribute to solving the 
problems of social development that have ripened in the 1980's." The need is pointed 
out to persist by all pessible means in the continued enhancement of the theoretical 
level, of the quality and social effectiveness of the social sciences in research, 
teaching and propaganda activities. 





In a key article on the Politburo resolution, Hannes Hoernig and Gregor Schirmer 
declare that the citizens of our country have good reason to pose greater demands 
on the philosophical-ideological substance of social science, on the conclusiveness 
of arguments and on vivid presentations. It no longer suffices, according to the 
writers, simply to carry on research tasks on the basis of past achievements; only 
the future objective requirements of social development can be the proper yardstick. 


In other contributions, Helmut Koziolek deals with the requirements for our econo- 
mists to step up the economic capability of the GDR; Erich Hahn explains what con- 
tribution Marxist-Leninist philosophy must make, among other things, as the intel- 
lectual weapon in the struggle for peace; and Ernst Diehl describes the tasks of 
the historians. 


Max Schmidt broaches focal points of interest in research on imperialism. In future 
such research, the author writes, must show up imperialism for what it really is: 


"as the enemy of the peaceful life among the peoples, of their independence and 
progress, as a threat to the future of mankind.” 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


SED ISSUES SOCIAL SCIENCECENTRAL RESEARCH PLAN FOR 1981-85 


East Berlin EINHEIT in German Vol 35 No 12, Dec 80 signed to press 12 Nov 80 pp 
1209-1237 


(Official text of “Central Research Plan of the GDR's Marxist-Leninist Social 
Sciences, 1981-85") 


[Text] GDR Social Sciences--Accomplishments and Tasks 


We are publishing below the Central Research Plan of the 
GDR's Marxist-Leninist Social Sciences, 1981-85, approved 
by the SED Central Committee Politburo on 21 October 1980. 
The plan is subdivided into Part I (Tasks and Principles 
of Social Science Research in the GDR) and Part II (Re- 
search Programs and Main Research Trends). Of the latter, 
only the main focal points of research are recorded here. 
Ic furthermore contains concrete research project require- 
ments and stipulations for the elaboration of textbooks 
and for conducting central science events. 


The Editorial Board 





Central Research Plan of the GDR's Marxist-Leninist Social Sciences, 1981-85 
I. Tasks and Principles of Social Science Research in the GDR 


The social sciences in the GDR develop on the basis of Marxism-Leninism as the 
theoretical and political-ideological instrument of the workers class and its 
revolutionary party for the further shaping of the developed socialist society and 
the confrontation with imperialiem and bourgeois ideology. 


The most important task of social science research is through new scientific findings 
to contribute to solving the problems of social development that have ripened in the 
1980's. It remains the social scientists’ mission to take an active part in pre- 
serving the purity and unity of Marxism-Leninism and in making accessible the rich- 
ness of theory in the works by Marx, Engels and Lenin, in the program and resol- 
utions of the SED, and in the experiences of the revolutionary workers movement, 
especially those of the CPSU, to the revolutionary process of the continued shaping 
and reliable protection of the developed socialist society in the GDR, in the class 
struggles during the era of the worldwide transition from capitalism to socialism, 
and in the enriching of Marxist-Leninist theory. 
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That requires further enhancing by all possible means the theoretical level, quality 
and social effectiveness of the social aciences in research, teaching and propaganda 
activities. It ie important to spot in time and deal with the requirements of social 
development that far transcend the 1961-1985 Five-Year Plan period and give more 
substance to the long-range character of social acience research. 


Investigating the real manifestations and processes in their intrinsic and extrinsic 
contexts, in their origin and development, and an accurate Marxist-Leninist analysis 
of practical events are crucial premises for arriving at sound recommendations for 

a practical solution of probleme and for providing, through progressive theoretical 
generalizations, contributions to a theory on the developed socialist society, on 

an offensive by Marxism-Leninism. 





The 1981-1985 central research plan provides a smooth continuation fpr the develop- 
ment of the Marxist-Leninist social sciences in the GDR. In line with the long-ters 
requirements in the SED Program, the plan orients the social scientists to research 
in the following main tasking areas: (1) Inevitabilities and requirements for the 
shaping of the developed socialist society and the gradual transition to communism 
in all domains of society; (2) basic issues in the development of the revolutionary 
world process at present and problems in the general crisis of capitaliam; and 

(3) basic questions concerning the Marxist-Leninist world-outlook in confrontation 
with anticommunism and anti-Sovietiam, nationaliem and reformist and ultra-leftist 
theories. 


Effective contributions are expected of the social sciences to the all-round 
strengthening of real socialism and to enhancing its international influence. 

More penetrating research is being done on the dialectics in socialiam, the con- 
crete development of all domains of public life, and the objective inevitabilities 
inherent in the economic, social, and intellectual-cultural processes. 





The interlinking among all parts of the social entity as a whole, especially the 
interaction between politics, economics and ideology, as well as the management and 
planning of these interactions, are among the priority tasks in interdisciplinary 
research. 


Social science research principally becomes concentrated on boosting our economic 
efficiency through accelerating our scientific-technical progress, the further 
implementation of our sociopolitical program in its unity of economic and social 
policy, and the development of the socialist way of life. Increased attention is 
given to research on the dialectics between the individual and society in socialism, 
the further perfecting of socialist democracy, the development of socialist person- 
ality, the development of historical and national consciousness, and ideological, 
patriotic and internationalist education. 


The course of the revolutionary world process and, especially, the constantly 
stronger influence of socialism and the sharpened class conflict between socialism 
and imperialism call for a more thorough analysis of the international situation, 
and of its development and main trends. Expert contributions will more decisively 
support the struggle for the safeguarding of peace, the continuation of the detente 
process, the enforcing of arms limitation and disarmament, and the improvement of 
the defense capacity of socialiem. 
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In their theoretical and propaganda work, social scientiate find their constant 
task in a thorough analysis and critique of contemporary imperialiem, especially 
that of the PRG, ite nature, ille and crimes. In connection with it we will have 
to strengthen our expert analysis, aggressive unmasking and scientifically sound 
refutation of anticommuniam and of other reactionary, anti-peace and hegemonial 
ideologies, conceptions and practices. In view of the sharp ideological struggle 
between socialiam and imperialiem, that confrontation is aggresively being con- 
ducted from the positions of Marxiem-Leniniem and of real socialiem more cogently, 
vividly and with greater mass effectiveness. 


It is necessary to do more thorough research on such global problems for humanity 
as the exploration and more rational use of the world's raw material and energy 
sources, the development of the world population and ite being fed and its health, 
the protection and reproduction of the natural environment, economic and social 
development in all regions of the world, and the matters of developing 4 new 
world economic order, as they relate to a given social order and to the inter- 
national class conflict. 


An essential prerequisite for implementing on a high theoretical level and with 

great practical effectiveness the orientations posed and tasks assigned in the plan 

is a deepening interaction between theory and practice. That calls for intensifying 
the relations between social science research institutions and practical public 
affairs, for making them long-range, stable and complex, and for concentrating on 
significant focal points. It is up to the social scientists to penetrate practical 
public affairs more deeply, accurately analyze the objectively ongoing developmental 
processes of society, and theoretically generalize, and constantly test in practice, 
the results obtained. That calls for broadening the empirical principles of research. 


A rapid, broad and lastingly effective application of social science research data 
in practice becomes ever more important. Thus one must make sure that the research 
tasks themselves are conceived in tandem with the practical partner and his know- 
ledge and experience are trought into the research process. Research results are 
usable to the extent that they conform with concrete social and scientific require- 
ments and are processed for any given purpose in the most suitable manner. 


Another prerequisite for improving social science capability lies in improving 
scientific working methods. An important premise for that is the study and creative 
application of the lessons of the classic authors of Marxism-Leninism and of the 

SED resolutions and the systematic utilization of the theoretical achievements and 
practical experiences of the CPSU and of the fraternal parties as well as of the 
Marxist-Leninist social scientists in other countries. More attention will have 

to be paid to an ever improving use of the materialist dialectics and, especially, 
of historical materialism as a theory and method behind social science work in the 
forming and further training of the social scientists. In this connection, Marxist- 
Leninist methodology and the theoretical and methodological principles of the 
various disciplines are purposefully further worked out. 


Effective cooperation among the various social science disciplines and teamwork 
among the social, natural and technical sciences will have to be more rigorously 
implemented. The objective complexity and the interaction among the natural, 
material-technical and social processes make it necessary to solve with the greatest 
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sense of purpose the substantive-conceptual, ideological-educational and acientific~ 
organizational problems of interdisciplinary wovk. This requires of the social 
scientists a high sense of political and moral responsibility, a broad ideological 
and intellectual-cultural profile, extensive knowledge of Marxism-Leninism, solid 
metery over their own science fields and related fields, and their readiness and 
commitment to interdisciplinary work. 


Important reserves for higher scientific achievements can be found in the develop- 
ment of a creative work atmosphere, which includes comradely, party-minded debate, 
a search for new problem requirements and solutions, and the readiness for 
critically teating one's own wor! results and for discussing new questions and 
probleme. 


A top priority lies in further improving the GDR social acientiatsa' cooperation 
with the social scientists in the USSR and other socialist countries. That deepens 
bilateral and multilateral research cooperation and makes it more efficient and 
more effective in practice. The accords between the fraternal parties and between 
the state institutions in the socialist countries have to be honored by highest 
qualities and within schedules. Relations with Marxist social scientists in 
capitaliat states and developing countries are being further developed. The GDR's 
participation in international social science affiliations and institutions is 
being encouraged in accordance with the principles of peaceful coexistence between 
states with differing social orders and the requirements for ideological confronta- 
tion. 


From the place the social sciences hold as the theoretical and political-ideological 
instrument of the workers class and its revolutionary party there arises the great 
personal responsibility of the social scientist for the level and effectiveness of 
research, teaching and propaganda work. That gives rise to the high demands placed 
on his Marxist-Leninist knowledge, his technical skill, his political-moral attitude, 
his fighting spirit and dedication, and his setting a personal example. Constantly 
further shaping this responsibility is a class mission for every social scientist 

and a task for the party organizations. Producing top achievements and thus con- 
tributing to the all-round strengthening of the GDR through his creative work is 

the yardstick for the work done by a social scientist. 


The higher demands placed on social science research presuppose a purposeful develop- 
ment of the disciplines and the science areas. 


The focal point of research in the field of the Marxist-Leninist philosophy in the 
GDR is placed on the further elaboration of the basic questions of dialectical and 
historical materialism, especially the dialectics of the historic process in the 

era of transition from capitalism to socialism. The philosophic-ideological 
questions that have to do with the revolutionary world process and its concrete 
dialectics, with the struggle for peace and disarmament, and with the further imple- 
mentation of the peaceful coexistence policy are being researched with more concen- 
tration and more theoretical efficacy. 


Marxist-Leninist philosophy purposefully carries on its research on the dialectics 


in the developed socialist society. Greater attention is paid here to the questions 
of the qualitative development of the socialist production method as the material 
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foundation of socialiam, the development of scientific-technical progress and the 
socialization of labor, the organic connection between the achievements of the 
acientific-technical revolution and the advantages of socialism, and the relation- 
ship between nature and society. 


Another focal point is the examination of basic ideological questions and inevita- 
bilities in the base and superstructure, the socialist way of life, the development 
of socialist personalities and socialist ideology in how they relate to the intel- 
lectual life of our people. Philosophical research is making an effective contri- 
bution to examining and presenting the impulses of social development, the forma- 
tion and molding of interests and needs, the effective modes and conscious utiliza- 
tion of social laws, and the origin, character and solution of the contradictions 
in socialism. 


Special attention is paid to examining and ideologically explaining the Marxist- 
Leniniat concept of progress, freedom and democracy, of the rights and duties of 
working man, of the ideals of the revolutionary workers class and the advantages 
and values of real socialism. 


The central point is found in the interrelations between the development of 
material conditions in socialiem, intellectual culture and socialist ideology and 
morality and between socialism, humanism and social progress. Research in the 
field of Marxist-Leninist ethics is being intensified further. 


Needed is more of an elaboration of the role and function of the materialist dia- 
lectics as a theory, methodology and method for the development of the various 
science disciplines and for exploring social, natural science and medical phenomena 
and inevitabilities. Research on moral-ethical questions in the development of the 
sciences and of scientific-technical progress is made more effective primarily 
through cooperative efforts. 





Growing importance attaches to an epistemological investigation of intellectual 

life in socialism, mainly of artistic and scientific work, of the individual and 
collective potentials in the research process and of the dialectics between advances 
in understanding and socialist practice. 


An important task is further to extend the research in the fields of Marxist-Lenin- 
ist esthetics and of scientific atheism in a purposeful manner. 


Work in the field of the history of philosophy is important to the development of 
the socialist world-outlook and of our ideological struggle. Special attention is 
paid to the history of the Marxist-Leninist philosophy, a historic-materialist ana- 
lysis of our philosophical legacy, the exploration of philosophic thought in the 
developing countries and the historic sources of the philosophy of imperialism. 


In close connection with the research on and presentation of the historic advantages, 
values and inevitabilities of socialism, we take issue with long-range and topically 
effective manifestations of bourgeois philosophy, the ideology of anticommunism and 
anti-Sovietism, the ideological premises of revisionism and social reformism, the 
positivistic and irrationalistic concepts of society, nature and science, and 
political clericalism and its theoretical premises, and we disclose the nature of 

the crisis in bourgeois ideology. 
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Research in the field of the economic sciences addresses itself to further 
atrengthening the economic capability of the GDR in connection with the con= 

tinued shaping of the developed socialist society in the GDR, the penetrating 
changes in foreign economy conditions and the intensification of the class conflict 
with imperialiam, That makes higher demands on all economic science disciplines, 
Of outstanding importance to it is the research on the political economy of social- 
iam. With the aim of making an ever better use of the advantages of socialism and 
of the continued implementation of the main task in its unity between economic and 
social policy, economic science research mainly focuses on a still more thorough 
investigation of the qualitative factors in economic growth, the development of the 
material base of the economy, the rigorous enforcement of socialist rationalization, 
the ongoing socialization process in the economy--especially in connection with the 
increasing role of the combines--and the constant enhancement of the degree of 
effectiveness of live labor. Of special importance is an analysis of the inter- 
relations existing among these major points of emphasis and of the close inter- 
twining of them that leads to the process of deepening socialist economic integra- 
tion. In this context, research in the foreign economy field is being intensified 
in view of the changing conditions with the purpose of actively participating in 
the elaboration of concrete solutions. 


Due to the close cooperation between the economy and military affairs, the economic 
sciences also increasingly contribute to strengthening socialist national defense. 


The political economy of socialism furthermore examines the development of the 
socialist production relations and the system of the economic laws of socialism 
commensurate with them, their altered effective conditions, and the most efficient 
forms and methods for their use, deriving from it, by management, planning and the 
stimulation of economic activity. An analysis of new manifestations in the con- 
crete effective conditions of the economic laws, especially of the reproduction 
conditions of the 1980's, facilitates a theoretical lead for the further planned 
economic development of developed socialism, a boosting of its economic efficiency, 
a perfection of the management, planning and stimulation system, and the further 
shaping of the political economy of soctalism as a science so as to be better able 
to live up to its scientific-productive and political-educational function. 


The further development of the socialist production relations must emphatically pro- 
mote the implementation of the unity between economic and social policy, a decisive 
deepening of intensification and, thus, the use of qualitative growth factors, 
mainly the acceleration of scientific-technical progress and comprehensive ration- 
alization, and it must cause the working people to engage in great social efforts 
for the fulfillment of the main task. That calls for convincingly and aggressively 


explaining the party policy and more effectively unmasking the attacks by imperial- 
ist, Maoist and revisionist ideologues on socialism. 


The political economy of capitalism concentrates on exploring the altered conditions 
for economic existence and expansion and the developmental tendencies of contemporary 
capitalism. Of special importance here is more research on the deepening of the 
general crisis of capitalism, the effect of long-term crisis processes and their 
interlinking with cyclical processes, the relationship between the state and the 
monopolies under the conditions of the continuing internationalization of capital, 
the basic economic problems of scientific-technical progress with the effect they 
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have on the internationalization of production and of capital as well as the 
internal reproduction conditions of state monopoly capitalism and its social con- 
sequences and the dialectics in the development of the productive forces and pro- 
duction relations in contemporary capitalism, It is necessary to draw theoretical 
inferences from an analysis of the processes and of the new phenomena in imperial- 
ism for the further development of the Marxist-Leninist political economy of 
capitalism and to demonstrate how the categories of the political economy of 
capitaliam work under their present conditions of existence. 


Projects continue on the history of the political economy, with special attention 
given to the history of the political economy of socialism. 


Research on matters of socialist economic integration is directed at deepening the 
international socialist socialization of production and labor, especially the 
planned international specialization and cooperation of science, technology and 
production as well as--proceeding from there--at an analysis of what effects the 
conditions of the economic lawa of socialiem have. A central concern attaches to 
research on the increasing intertwining between the GDR economy and the USSR eco- 
nomy, particularly on the basis of the production specialization and cooperation 
program up to 1990, and the other CEMA member countries. These projects as well 
as the further development of the management, planning and stimulation of the 
integration processes are oriented to the fullest utilization of the advantages 
of socialist economic integration. 


Research on economic questions of the scientific-technical progress is concentrated 
on its further acceleration and the improvement of its economic and social efficacy. 
Of decisive importance to it is the organic connection between the achievements of 
the scientific-technical revolution and the advantages of socialism. Central at- 
tention here attaches to the qualitative economic growth factors in making scien- 
tific-technical progress prevail, the interaction between the material-technical 
base and scientific-technical progress and the further perfecting of the management 
and planning of our scientific-technical progress, especially the comprehensive 
management and planning of economic innovation processes. 


Research on economic management addresses itself to basic issues in socialist 
economic management and its application in practical economic matters. The focal 
point is placed on the higher demands made on the perfecting of management, planning 
and economic stimulation resulting from the consolidation and further development 
of socialist combines in industry and construction, so as to guarantee another 
economic performance boost. The main question here is how combine management and 
planning will have to be structured and perfected for their full capacity use and 

a maximum growth of the economic end product. What we explore here are questions 
of the management and planning of the combine's entire reproduction process and 

its internal interconnections, the rationality and efficacy of resource utilization, 
and the rational and effective organization of the processes and their management. 
That is closely combined with questions about the social processes, the further 
development of the working people's initiative and the development of socialist 
personalities and collectives. 


in the field of planning and economic accounting, research aims at further per- 
fecting central state planning in its increasingly closer ties with the combines. 
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By working out scientific foundations, preconditions are created for the combines 

to be able fully to assume their economic responsibility and to tap all efficiency 
reserves. In close connection with economic policy analyses on performance, ef- 
ficiency and structure development priorities for the five-year plan period, research 
addresses itself to the elaboration of ways and means for perfecting the planning 

and balancing of the qualitative growth factors that are aimed in particular at the 
acceleration of socientific-technical progress and its economic application. Higher 
skills in performance evaluation in accordance with the new efficiency and produc- 
tivity criteria for the reproduction process are an important task for making the 
advantages of the socialist planned economy fully effective. 


Research on perfecting economic accounting mainly aime at a greater effectiveness 

of the economic categories in enhancing the effectiveness of the reproduction pro- 
cess. The questions of changing public investments and improving usable values, 

as they result from our rapid scientific-technical progress, form a research priori- 
ty in the field of prices. 


In the field of socialist industrial management we examine questions of the inten- 
sification of the reproduction process in the combines and enterprises more deeply, 
to further improve their efficiency and problems in the perfecting of their manage- 
ment, planning and stimulation connected with it. That concerns in particular 
solutions sought for improving production preparation and the materials economy. 


Research in the field of labor economy and organization altogether aims at greater 
efficiency in our social labor capacity as such. We examine the effect scientific- 
technical progress has in reducing the investment of live labor. Research on 
scientific labor organization also helps shape technicologically interconnected 
labor processes in a complex manner and develop collective forms of labor organiza- 
tion and new posssibilities for material incentives to stimulate collective labor 
achievements. By further contributions on a performance-oriented wage scale and 
the effect that would have on assigning manpower rationally and in line with skills, 
we mean to foster and stimulate the working people's interest and attitude toward 
codetermining novel performance conditions. 


Research on the social and economic questions of the economy's agrarian-industrial 
sector is concentrated on creating theoretical principles for lending a planned and 
proportionate structure to agriculture's intertwining relationships with other 
economic branches and on problems of comprehensive intensification, the development 
of the material-technical base and on surmounting still more the essential urban- 
rural differentiations. 


Research in social policy and demography serves the elaboration of theoretical 
principles for our social and population policy. We expect new insights into the 
uniformity and divergencies behind our socialist way of life. Special attention 
is warranted for the development of a system of social indicators for the manage- 
ment and planning of social processes. 


Research on the inevitabilities and factors affecting demographic development in 

the further shaping of the developed socialist society is gaining increasing im- 
portance. Tied in with that, projects on shaping socialist family relations and 
further promoting the social position of women are continuing. Our aggressive con- 
frontation with the imperialist ideology and practice of bourgeois social policy is 
going to gain in power of conviction by being effectively combined with demonstrating 
the successes of socialist social policy. 
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Scientific communiam makes a contribution to the further elaboration of basic 
questions of Marxist-Leninist theory on the socialist revolution and the atrategy 
and tactics of the international clase atruggle by an analysis and generalization 
of the fundamental problems in the simping of the developed socialist society in the 
GDR and in the international development of socialiam and of the revolutionary 
world process. 


In close cooperation with other social science disciplines and through theoretical 
generalizations of historic experiences and empirical analyses of fundamental social 
and political processes in the development of socialism in the GDR and on an inter- 
national scale, scientific communism contributes to enriching the theory and prac- 
tice of developed socialism. That includes research on the impulses of social 
development, the further shaping of the leading role of the workers class and its 
Marxist-Leninist party, the new developmental trends in the political organization 
of socialist society and in the cooperation among its various elements, the further 
development and perfecting of socialist democracy and the increasing political ac- 
tivities of the workers class, the cooperative farmers and the socialist intelli- 
gentsia. It also includes contributions on the advantages and social impulses of 
socialiam in the acceleration of scientific-technical progress, and on the socialist 
way of life and the working people's development of needs. We explore fundamental 
conditions and interconnections of labor, the socialist way of life and communist 
education. Special attention is givento those factors and fundamental social 
developmental conditions that will have a significant influence in the early 1980's 
on the development and consolidation of socialist modes of thinking and conduct 

and on great social activities by the working people. Our attention is more 
specifically directed at investigating the inevitabilities and requirements in the 
shaping of developed socialism in the unity and interaction of its qualitative 
criteria. Research here is concentrated on the interactions between economics, 
politics, ideology and organization, the unity of scientific-technical and social 
progress, and on the connection between internal and external conditions and 
between the national and the international. 


Increasing importance attaches to contributions investigating the inevitabilities 
of the revolutionary world process and its main currents under the changed condi- 
tions of the international class conflict, the struggle for consolidating the unity 
and cohesion of the communist world movement, and its practical and theoretical 
efforts in the struggle against imperialism, and for peace, democracy and social 
progress. The creative further development of the Marxist-Leninist revolutionary 
theory deserves great attention in this connection. Misrepresentations and dis- 
tortions in this field call for effective and persuasive debate. 


The development of scientific communism into a science discipline requires our 
systematically deepening our research in the field of the history, theory and 
methodology of scientific communism. By exploring and presenting the advantages 
socialism has over capitalism, our debate is more purposefully concentrated on the 
critique and unmasking of imperialist, social reformist and "leftist" conceptions 
of society, by which we can more effectively meet the various anticommunist attacks 
against real socialism. 


Marxist-Leninist sociology explores basic social processes in the continued shaping 
of the developed socialist society in their objective inevitabilities and concrete 
progression under the specific conditions of the GDR. 
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Special importance accrues here to a further analysis of the development of the 
social structure of socialist society, the rapprochement of the classes and strata 
under Marxist-Leninist party leadership, the development of social relations in 
and among the classes and strata and the special contribution each class and 
stratum makes to the further shaping of the developed socialist society. 


More research has to be done on the processes that give rise to and form socialist 
personalities and collectives in making economic, scientific-technical and social 
progress prevail and on the role of the family and other social groups. The develop- 
ment of essential sides of the socialist way of life with regard to urban and rural 
social and settlement structures and to surmounting further the essential urban- 
rural differentiations as-well as those between physical and mental work deserve 

the greatest attention here. 


This research aims at disclosing the causes, conditions and impulses of progressive 
social development and at contributing to the implementation of the unity between 
economic and social policy and the further elaboration of scientific principles 

for the management and planning of social processes. Through its theoretical 

and empirical investigations of real socialism and its advantages and through a 
systematic analysis of bourgeois theories, it makes a contribution to our con- 
frontation with the conceptions of society by bourgeois sociology. Here they also 
undertake more rigorously, and in connection with it, studies on the development 

of Marxist-Leninist sociology as a social science discipline based on its  com- 
bining and theoretically generalizing its research results. 


Historic studies, by further elaborating and massively, effectively and vividly 
disseminating the Marxist-Leninist image of history, contribute to socialist con- 
sciousness development, the further development of socialist patriotism and prolet- 
arian internationalism, the confrontation with the various varieties of reactionary 
bourgeois ideology, and with opportunism and revisionism. The complexity of social 
processes and the growing maturity of the developed socialist society require our 
exploring, presenting and teaching history in its dialectical unity of politics, 
economics, ideology, and culture and science development. 


Central attention of historic research and piceentation will continue to be given 
in the future to disclosing the fundamental inevitabilities and impulses of social 
development--chiefly of the history-forming role of the broad masses, the historic 
mission of the workers class, and the historic achievements by the communist and 
workers parties, giving evidence to the inevitable triumph of socialism and com- 
munism. 


Special efforts are required for further research on the history of the GDR and its 
historic position as well as on the disclosure and propagating of the historic 
achievements and experiences of the SED. This mainly involves the target-directed 
investigation of all essential sides and results and of all stages in the victorious 
revolutionary transformation process brought about by the GDR working people led by 
the workers class and iis Marxist-Leninist party and as a part of the socialist 
world system. We are systematically continuing our research and popularization of 
the revolutionary and other progressive, humanistic traditions of the German people, 
especially from the circa 150-year struggle by the revolutionary workers movement 
against capitalism, imperialism and fascism. 
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The centerpiece of the research on the history of the revolutionary party of the 
German workers class is the 4-volume SED History. The studies in it systematically 
extend to all essential sides of the party's activity in the struggle for power as 
well as in the construction and development of the new society, free from exploita- 
tion. Special attention will continue to be given to its efforts as a component of 
the international revolutionary workers movement, mainly to the development of ite 
fraternal alliance with the CPSU. 


Through the projects in publishing, furthermore, a German History in several 
volumes, the research on the historic development of social classes and groups, 
principally the history of the feudal masters and of the proletariat, but also 

the history of the middle-class and the bourgeoisie, is being extended and system- 
atized. That also includes studies on the history of German imperialism, militarism 
and fascism and aggressive historic confrontation with them. 


Research on the history and culture of precapitalist society is systematically being 
continued, and research in archeology and in the history of culture is being inten- 
sified and deepened in selected areas. In view of the increasing role of the 
international factors in the class struggle between socialism and imperialism, 
studies in the field of general history deserve greater attention. 


Based on what has been accomplished thus far, we continue our research on general 
modern history with special regard to looking at the comparative history of the 
bourgeois and bourgeois-democratic revolutions. More is now made of the projects 
on general history after the Great Socialist October Revolution, the history of 
the socialist world system as a whole, and the history of specific socialist coun- 
tries, above all of the USSR, and of research and publications on the history of 
the international communist and workers movement as well as the history of the 
national liberation novement. Along with it we need to make efforts to further 
explore and present the main capitalist countries, including the FRG. 


In connection with examining and presenting German and general history, studies in 
economic history concentrate on fundamental historic problems of the dialectics 
between productive forces and production relations. Special attention here attaches 
to the economic development of the GDR and the SED's economic policy, but also to 
research in economic history on state monopoly capitalism. 


Increasing importance attaches to studies on the history of particular territories, 
on homeland history and the history of the local workers movement, and the dis- 
closure and popularization of the traditions of cities and towns, enterprises and 
institutions. Special importance, in this connection, lies in further exploring 
the history of the GDR's capital, Berlin. 


A significant task lies in aggressively confronting the prevailing conceptual trends 
in bourgeois-imperialist historiography, including opportunism from the right and 
from the “left,” principally in the FRG, and in an effective unmasking of any at- 
tempts at abusing, through all forms of anticommunism and anti-Sovietism, revolution- 
ary and other progressive traditions. 
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Research is continuing on selected theoretical and methodological problems in 
historiography. Research on the history of historiography, especially on the 
history of Marxist-Leninist historiography in the GDR, is systematically being 
continued and strengthened, 


Marx-Engels research concentrates on exploring, interpreting and propagating the 
lives and works of the classic authors of Marxism-Leninism. 


The centerpiece of Marx-Engels research and publishing activity, in conformity with 
the CPSU and SED central committee resolutions, is the joint publishing of more 
volumes of the complete historic-critical Marx-Engels edition (MEGA). Connected with 
it is our participation in publishing the Marx-Engels Yearbook and in preparing mono- 
graphs, bibliographies, compendia and documentations on the process of work by Marx 
and Engels and on the history of the effects their chief oeuvres have had in coming 
to grips with the misrepresentation of Marx and Engels. 


Greater attention is required for studies that will reveal the theoretical wealth 
of Lenin's works with respect to the continued shaping of the developed socialist 
society. Editing and publishing the works of V. I. Lenin continues to be an im- 
portant task. Taking target-directed and effective issue with the misrepresenta- 
tions cf Leninism marks an important contribution by Lenin research to the offensive 
in which Marxism-Leninism is engaged. 


Research on the theory, history and organization of science helps solve the new 
tasks and problems in the development of science and basic research that result from 
the acceleration of our scientific-technical progress and its organic connection 
with the advantages of socialism. This science is explored as the decisive factor 
for economic growth, especially for the acceleration of our scientific-technical 
progress and the productivity and labor efficiency boosts in all domains of society. 


From the tasks that have to do with improving the effectiveness of science for in- 
tensifying our economy, there follows the necessity to analyze the relations 
between science, production and other practical societal domains and to elaborate 
the essential interconnections and factors that crucially determine the level of 
research, the benefits of its results and their accelerated application in practice. 
Connected with it are investigations into the processes of scientific work, our 
potential development, scientific creativity, the interactions between integration 
and specialization and other matters in science development. The results to be 
expected are contributions on the inevitabilities of science development and on 

the position and function of science in socialist society, as well as on the suitable 
structuring of the management, planning and organization of science. 


A systematic promotion of the history of science is of ever growing importance. Apart 
from their effects on the cultural and intellectual life as such, historical insights 
help comprehend theoretically, and more profoundly, contemporary processes in science 
development and better master our scientific-technical progress. In close connection 
with science prognoses and planning and with other sciences, the history of science 
helps determine the future developmental trends of the scientific-technical revolu- 
tion or future problems and tendencies in the development of science and technology, 
including the formation of new science trends and shifts of emphasis within science. 
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Research in the field of political science and jurisprudence is aimed at strengthen- 
ing all-around the socialist state and legal order, raising the active and creative 
role of the state and of law, further developing and systematically perfecting 
socialist democracy as the main developmental trend of the socialist state, and en- 
suring an effective protection of socialist society and its citizens. Theoretical 
investigations into the inevitabilities of the development of the socialist workers 
and farmers state, as a form of the dictatorship of the proletariat representing all 
the people's interests, and into socialist law, are purposefully being carried on, 
and scientific insights are beingdeepened into the specific tasks and functions of 
the state and of the law in the political organization of socialist society and its 
constitutional structure. Highly significant is the exploration of the ways, forms 
and methods for improving the effectiveness of state management and of law in 
strengthening our economic efficiency, further shaping and stabilizing socialist 
societal relations, developing socialist personalities, and preserving the unity 

of rights and duties in the conduct of the members of society and in all domains 

of public life. 


Research in political science and jurisprudence can make a valuable contribution 

by bringing a stronger influence to bear on the development and consolidation of 
socialist state and legal consciousness. Investigating and generalizing the most 
progressive methods in state management activity is an essential aid to effectively 
enhancing the ideological-political-educational activity of the state organs, 

with special importance pertaining to the socialist people's representations, 

their authority and their close ties with the working people. 


Important are investigations on how we can insure through state management activity 
and by means of law the unity of economic and social policy on behalf of further 
reinforcing the political-moral unity of the people and of further boosts to our 
economic efficiency. 


Increasing importance attaches to research on how to make the law more effective 

to an accelerated enforcement of our scientific-technical progress, the encouragement 
of the inventor, innovator and rationalizers movement, and the further exploration 

of effective legal instruments for insuring high plan and contract discipline, the 
consistent enforcement of the principles of democratic centralism in economic manage- 
ment, and the full realization of the responsibility with which the combines and 
enterprises are charged. 


In the field of international socialist economic law relations, research is aimed in 
particular at further perfecting the rules on socialist economic integration. The 
research in the field of economic law relations with nonsocialist countries concen- 
trates more on safeguarding in legal terms the interests of the GDR in every way. 


Political science and jurisprudence are increasingly seeking to contribute to the 
consolidation of legality, security and order. The focal point here lies on the 
research on the causes of crimes and other law violations and on ways to do away 
with them, on working out the most effective forms and methods in the activity of the 
state organs and on organizing the activities of all social forces in the struggle 
against crimes and other law violations, so as to create an atmosphere of respect 

for the law and of consciously abiding by the norms of socialist law. 
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Political science and jurisprudence research on the forming and development of 
young national states in the various regions of the world, especially in Africa and 
the Near East, is increased with the aim of our effectively conveying our own ex- 
periences in creating our workers and farmers state and actively entering into the 
international political debate on the issues of government and democracy. 


We are purposefully carrying on our research on the history of state and law and 
the history of political science and jurisprudence, 


Advanced research is required in the field of the analysis and critique of imperial- 
ist state and law theory and on the main trends of bourgeois political, constitu- 
tional and legal ideology. What is especially important here is to deepen the 
theoretical findings on the state, law and political system of imperialism, reveal 
its political power mechanism, effectively fight against its practices, and more 
strongly to generalize the experiences of the workers class and the democratic 
forces in utilizing the forms of bourgeois democracy. 


Research in the field of journalism makes a contribution to further perfecting the 
party's political leadership activity and developing scientific principles for 
political mass activity. It concentrates on further exploring the function and 
effects of the press, radio and television as political leadership instruments in 
the developed socialist society used Ly the working class party and as important 
tools in political mass activity. An important position here goes to research on 
the essential interactions between journalism and the other elements of political 
mass activity. especially between the journalistic mass media and oral agitation 
and propaganda. 





Pedagogic sciences are charged with further work on the scientific principles for 
the training and education of socialist personalities. 


The research work of all pedagogic disciplines is oriented to ever better utilizing 
the great potentials of the GDR's socialis: educational system and, primarily, 
further raising the level of scientific training and communist education, enhancing 
the quality and efficiency of pedagogic work, and comprehensively using the favorable 
conditions socialist society has created. 


In cooperation with other sciences, the pedagogic sciences make theoretically more 
penetrating studies of our social requirements for the 1980's--our coping with our 
scientific-technical progress, our boosting our economic efficiency, and the develop- 
ment of socialist democracy and of the international class struggle--, use them for 
working out measures for perfecting our education and training and for exploring 
further implications for the continuing development of our educational system, and 
contribute to steadily and purposefully raising the working people's educational 
level and strengthening their socialist consciousness. 


An important research goal here is to take acount of and use constructively the 
objective conditions and potentials socialist society has produced and the subjec- 
tive prerequisites for the communist education of youth and to advance further the 
effect training and communist education can have on the development of the economy 
and in all other public domains. 
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Through comprehensive research on the development of consciousness in childhood and 
youth==the conditions, processes and inevitabilities in the development of individual 
conse Lousness==, the pedagogic sciences can give a clearer picture of the processes 
in the appropriation of the Marxist-Leninist world-outlook and in the formation of 
communiat morality, based on the knowledge and skills and the social experiences and 
the participation in socialist construction by the young generation, Here we in 
particular examine the development of dialectical thinking in children and youths, 
their forming an understanding of the inevitabilities in social development and 
forming an active attitude toward life and a socialist way of life, and the develop- 
ment of their skille in taking issue with imoerialist ideology and policy under the 
prevailing conditions of the class struggle. 


The pedagogic disciplines explore the inevitabilities and connections in the de- 
velopment of moral convictions and attitudes during childhood and youth, especially 
the attitude toward work and the safeguarding of requisite conditions and prere- 
quisites in the pedagogic process, to make moral education more effective. Studies 
on extracurricular activity, on work done in the pioneer organization and in the 
FDJ, on family education and on the cooperation with all social forces are being 
continued for the purpose of further improving the quality and effectiveness of 

the communist education of the young generation. 


Pedagogic research places great importance on further developing the polytechnical 
character of our schools. That includes analyzing the experiences and requirements 
for further developing the polytechnical character of the secondary school and 
working out conclusions resulting from that for the content and methods of the 
pedagogic work in the schools and for the cooperation between schools and enter- 
prises. We are increasing our studies on how to structure work education in all 
grades, mainly through polytechnical training, and on how to combine polytechnical 
with vocational training. 


Closely tied to the studies on insuring solid, applicable knowlege and skills, the 
pedagogic sciences are extending further their research on the development of child 
and youth activities and are addressing themselves in particular to forming intel- 
lectual activities, creativity, flexibility, the cultivation of inclinations, in- 
terests--mainly vocational intcrests--and needs, as well as spotting in good time 
and encouraging gifts and talents. 


Due to the development of our scientific-technical progress and to economic require- 
ments, we expect more inferences to be drawn for how to structure the substance of 
and more effective methods in vocational training, university and technical training 
and training and advanced training for the working people. 


Increased research on the management and planning of our educational system aims at 
improving the quality of the pedagogic processes in the institutions. 


lhe further development of pedagogic research calls for improving the level of 
theoretical and methodological work, still more comprehensively penetrating the 
developmental processes in the practical field, purposefully developing all dis- 
ciplines in the pedagogic sciences in their unity between research and teaching, 
tapping still more effectively the history of education for solving our present 
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taska, and reinforcing our aggressive confrontation with the educational strategy 
and practice and the corresponding ideological=theoretical conceptions of atate 
monopoly capitalism in close connection with a convincing presentation of the 
reaults and successes in the educational system of real socialiam, 


Paychological research concentrates on exploring inevitabilities of paychological 
processes in the formation of socialiat personalities and on working out contribu- 
tions on a paychologically sound shaping of working and living conditions that 
promote personality development and keep the working people psychologically healthy. 


Research on ideological and theoretical problems in personality psychology and on 

the psychological principles for making training and educational processes effective 
with an eye to age-group and individual particularea is purposefully being cont inued 

on the basis of the Marxist-Leninist world-outlook. It is important to work out 
paychological criteria for shaping working conditions and working methods for boosting 
labor productivity while reducing the stress on the working people and encouraging 
their personality development and to conduct surveys on the development and changes 

of work attitudes, on collective creative work and a socialist competition atmosphere 
within the work collectives. 


To make socialist education and training more effective, paychological research con- 
centrates on surveys of particularities in development as to the various age-groups, 
of psychological principles for the development of an active position on life by 

the students, and of a stable political-moral conduct, independent study and creative 
thinking and actions, as well as for overcoming disturbances in their performance and 
attitude. Special surveys are aimed at improving the effectiveness of teaching. 


Psychological research taske in public health, along with further improving diag- 
nostic and therapeutical methods for psychopathological disturbances, concentrate 
on surveys uncovering causes and consequences of psychological disturbances in 
childhood and youth. The projects aim at early and effectively spotting and 
preventing psychological deviations within the scope of altogether improved psycho- 
logical hygiene. 


Long-range psychological basic research examines compelling connections between 
social requirements, personality traits and personality developments in individual 
and collective social activity in socialist society. It furthermore concentrates 
on disclosing inevitabilities in the development, structure and process and the 
individual specifics of human data processes. 


We are continuing the projects begun in the analysis of materialistic traditions in 
the history of psychology. They strengthen the Marxist-Leninist foundations in 
this special field and help us in progressively taking issue with bourgeois theories. 


Cultural science and esthetics are charged with exploring fundamental cultural pro- 
cesses in the further shaping of the developed socialist society. That requires 
deeper theoretical investigations and more detailed analyses of the inevitabilities 
and impulses of socialist culture. What is wanted is a more thorough examination of 
the intellectual-cultural life of the workers class and of the other classes and 
strata of the population and the elaboration of theoretical aspects in the develop- 
ment in the work culture and of esthetic environmental design. An important task 
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in the research in cultural theory lies in elaborating the histeric traditions of 
socialist culture in the history of the German workers movement, In the continuing 
research on art processes in the GDR we have to pay great attention to the function 
and true efficacy of socialiat literature and art and their share in personality 
development and the formation of the socialist way of life. The same applies to a 
careful analysis of current developmental problems of literature and art in the GDR. 
Target-directed surveys on the role of literature and art in the ideological class 
conflict are of vital concern to cultural acience and esthetics, 


Projects on the theory of socialist realiem are continuing. An important task lies 
in further elaborating the theoretical, historical and methodological principles of 
the various literary and art disciplines. Working out a theory for the performing 
arte will be given greater attention. 


A critical appropriation of our bourgeois-humanistic and socialist legacy signifi- 
cantly fosters the formation of soctaliat consciousness among the working people. 

For that reason, literary and art history research proceeds from a discriminating 
knowledge of the process of history as a whole. The specifically artistic reflection 
of the dialectics of revolutionary development in the various eras, and thus the 
determining historic criteria, deserve priority consideration in this. Important 
anniversaries in cultural history are used for scientifically explaining important 
problems in the productive appropriation of cultural achievements of the past and 

in the equation that negotiates between historic reconstruction and supplying con- 
temporary public life with what it needs. The question that plays a special role 

in this is that of how to evaluate works of art and what social truth content they 
convey. Within the scope of historic research, problems of the dialectical relations 
between national and international developments in art and literature, as seen 
within their overall] historic context, are gaining increasing importance. 


In further examining the processes in Literature and art in the Soviet Union and 
other socialist countries, it is important to take into account especially their 
historic and theoretical developmental problems. We are making greater efforts in 
studying the presocialist development in Slavic literatures. 


Greater attention is called for an analysis of cultural and artistic developmental 
trends in the young national states of Asia, Africa and Latin America in connection 
with their own development in cultural history. 


We are steadily advancing our research in the field of Marxist-Leninist esthetics. 
Great importance attaches here to historically and systematically exploring the 
progressive esthetic ideas and esthetic culture of the socialist society. 


It is an important requirement to study a number of selected problems, mainly the 
problems of the function and value orientation of the arts and of esthetic culture 
in maling them more strongly serviceable to lead-off research for subsequent con- 
tinuing research in cultural theory and pedagogics. 


Priority areas to be developed are Germanics, esthetics, musicology, theater sciences 
and cultural theory. 
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In investigating the role of culture and art in the ideological clase conflict 
between socialiam and imperialism, an analyaia and generalization of new aapecta 

of the cultural crisis of imperialism and the critique of bourgeois culture and art 
theories are coming to the fore. An analyatia of cultural and artistic developmental 
tendencies in the main imperialist countries is important. Of particular importance 
here is advanced research on the literatures in German-speaking capitalist countries, 


Linguistics explores the linguatic premises for social communication and con- 
tributes to ite deliberate and effective handling. That presupposes a precise pre- 
sentation and explanation of Linguistic phenomena and inevitabilities at present 
and throughout history. 


Appropriate attention must be given to a thorough appropriation and mastery of the 
native tongue, especially of German literary speech and of High and Low Sorbian, 
and to cultivating a high language culture. Points of emphasis are the problems 

of the connection between language, socialist society, the way of life and person- 
ality development. Increased efforts relate to the requirements resulting from the 
growing international importance of the German language. Projects on the ortho- 
graphy of the German language are systematically being continued. 


What is at the same time gaining in importance is an effective practical presenta- 
tion of foreign languages, especially of Russian and of the languages of the 
fraternal socialist countries, as well as of other languages prominent in inter- 
national communication. The languages of the peoples of Asia and Africa deserve 
increasing attention. 


The need to apply objectives of the scientific-technical revolution to linguistics 
and prepare solutions enters our field of vision more prominently. 


Based on the Marxist-Leninist positions obtained, research on the basic problems 

of the dialectic-materialistic language theory is purposefully being advanced. In 
this, ideological, methodological and scientific, theoretical questions are moving 
more strongly into the center of our attention. A purposeful elaboration of ideol- 
ogical questions in the history of linguistics keeps gaining importance. 


Greater attention has to be paid to taking convincing and effective issue with non- 
Marxist theories and attemps at misrepresenting the role of language or making it 
serviceable to reactionary world-outlooks and imperialist policy. 


The growing role of communication processes calls for an intensification of inter- 
disciplinary research. 


Research in the field of international development, foreign policy, and for our 
confrontation with imperialism has the task to explore basic issues in the worldwide 
class conflict, in the struggle by the socialist states and other democratic forces 
for insuring a permanent peace, and in the development of the international cor- 
relation of forces, the revolutionary world process and its three main currents. It 
thereby makes a contribution to the internationalist activity of the party, the GDR's 
foreign policy and the ideological confrontation between socialism and imperialism. 
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Among the central tasks is the exploration of the problems, tasks and experiences 
that have to do with the development of the socialist community of states and with 
the process of the gradual rapprochement among the socialist countries in shaping 
the developed socialist society and creating the essential prerequisites for the 
construction of communism and the construction of socialism or for starting out on 
the socialist course in other countries, Special attention is devoted to further 
shaping socialist internationalism and the new type of relations among the socialist 
countries that are based on it. In this research work, ever greater weight is as- 
sumed by what the socialist countries increasingly have in common in their internal 
development and by the requirements for their coordinating their foreign policy and 
for their joint defense efforts. 


The premises have to be laid in the 1981-1985 planning period for increasingly ex- 
ploring the multi-layered experiences of the fraternal parties and of socialist con- 
struction in the different countries, whereby to establish a target-directed research 
on countries in its historic as well as current-day aspects. 


More research is needed on the worldwide effects of socialism, particularly in its 
struggle for safeguarding peace and transforming the system of international rela- 
tions, and in solving global problems of human progress, such as the energy and raw 
material problem, environmental protection, securing food supplies for men and so 
forth. 


Priority promotion is in order for research on the current problems of the strategy 
and tactics of the communist and workers movement, on proletarian internationalism, 
the questions of the struggle for the unity of the communist movement, the combined 
efforts of the three main revolutionary currents of our time, and the further de- 
velopment of the anti-imperialist alliance of all forces interested in peace and 
social progress. 


Special importance attaches to an extensive investigation of the effects of the 
socialist peace policy, the conflict between socialism and imperialism and other 
anti-detente forces for securing and extending the results achieved in the detente 
process, the ending of the arms race and disarmament, and the development of peace- 
promoting international cooperation. Here it is important to analyze the changes 
in the political, economic, military and ideological conditions for this conflict 
and to explore the possibilities of using and extending the sets of international 
law instruments in the struggle for detente and disarmament. This analytical work 
gains in importance when we analyze the opportunities and blocks in the cooperation 
between socialist states, public international organizations and other various 
social forces in their struggle for securing a permanent peace and uncover the 
prospects in further international development. 





Research on problems of arms, armament limitation and disarmament, being a world 
problem of first-rank importance, its being bolstered decisively. We must have a 
profound understanding of the connection between mobilization and capitalist repro- 
duction process, militarism and imperialism, as well as of the causes and mani- 
festations of imperialist aggressiveness, as much as of the economic and political 
disarmament requirements and the chances for making them prevail. Priorities are 
analyses of how the military-industrial complex works and research on the ideological 
aspects of the struggle against the arms race, chiefly by taking issue with the 
imperialist myth of being threatened. 
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In view of the increasing place value of world economic processes and problema in 
the international clase conflict and their effect on international atate relations, 
the importance of research on these matters ia growing. That applies in particular 
to the objective processes of the internationalization of economic affaira, the 
changes in foreign economy conditions for socialist conatruction, and the socialtet 
countries’ strategy on a democratic transformation of international economic rela- 
tions. 


Imperialiam research systematically continues ite extensive examination of economic, 
political and ideological processes in the development of contemporary imperialiem. 
Of special importance is further research on the deepening general crisis of capital- 
iem and ite effects on its internal and external conditions of existence and on 
international development, the role of Long-range crisis processes and their inter- 
twining with cyclical developments, the basic problems of acientific-technical pro- 
gress in ite contradictory effect on the reproduction conditions of state monopoly 
capitaliam and its social consequences. 


We must give special attention to expanding our analysis of the dialectics of the 
potentials and limits of imperialism, of its accommodating to changed conditions 

of existence and its aggressiveness, of the development in the situation and 
fighting conditions of the workers clase and the democratic forces, and of the 
scientific disclosure of the inhuman nature of imperialism, the critique of its 
apologetics and the forms and methods of its ideological diversion against socialism. 


An important research subject are the efforts at uniting all antisocialist forces, 
including the conspiracy between the forces of imperialism and the Peking leaders, 
the contradictions among the imperialist states and among the imperialist rivalry 
centers as well as the differentiation processes in the various capitalist countries. 
We are continuing and strengthening our research on the West European center of 
imperialism, which includes examining the role of the FRG in the international class 
conflict and its efforts at extending its political, economic and military positions 
within the imperialist system. 


Another essential focal point lies in research on the social, economic, political 
and other societal processes in the developing countries of Asia, Africa and Latin 
America, their role in the revolutionary world process and in international politics, 
the relations between the states of the socialist community and those countries. 
Increasing importance accrues to research on the nonalinement movement, neocolonial- 
ist conceptions and practices, and the interests and goals of the developing coun- 
tries with respect to a democratic transformation of international economic rela- 
tions. The development of the socialist-oriented countries requires special atten- 
tion. We are also continuing our research on the historic and cultural traditions 
of the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America. 


In view of the growing weight of the ideological conflict in the international class 
struggle, increasing importance attaches to an analysis and aggressive unmasking of 
anticommunism and anti-Sovietism and other varieties of reactionary, anti-peace and 
hegemonistic conceptions and practices. A thorough and extensive investigation is 
necessary of the role, policy and ideological positions of international social 
democracy, in particular of the Socialist International. 
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Research in the field of international development and foreign policy, in the 
interest of a comprehensive examination of new basic theoretical questions, calle 
for more effective interdiaciplinary cooperation and international teamwork, Such 
cooperation, aiming at a greater concentration of research capacities for exten= 
sively analyzing basic issues in the international clase conflict, also is essen- 
tially prerequisite to improving its practical effectiveness in conformity with the 
growing requirements, 


Other disciplines and science areas which in a epecific way contribute to the 
development of intellectual-cultural life in the GDR, to exploring and carrying on 
progressive and humanistic traditions in ecience and culture, and to enhancing the 
GDR's international respect must aleo receive proper attention. 


An essential task lies in developing publication programs for revealing our legacy 
by a number of social acience disciplines. 


Projects for accounting for, scientifically readying and effectively using the 
treasures of art and culture in the museums, libraries and science and cultural 
institutions are being continued with great purpose. 


Greater attention must be given to further elaborating the scientific principles 
for developing information and documentation commensurate with higher demands. 


The management, planning and supervision of social science research comes from the 
party and is based on central committee resolutions. Social science work in all 
its fields is managed as a uniform process which includes the conceptual work for 
the long-range development of the social sciences, the research activity itself, 
its planning, organization and supervision, the application of new scientific data 
in practice, agitation, propaganda and information for abroad, and in training and 
advanced training. The chief concern of management and planning is to create the 
ideological, personnel, matertal, financial and organizational prerequisites and con- 
ditions allowing the scientists to work effectively, with a high sense of personal 
responsibility, on the tasks assigned to them. For the substantive, political and 
ideological direction of research work, in conformity with the tasks and principles 
laid down in the central research plan, the state and social organs, with the 
social science research institutes under them, and those institutes themselves, 
bear the full responsibility. 





The central research plan of the Marxist-Leninist social sciences provides by the 
research subjects, main research directions and topics and by the interdisciplinary 
research programs and the directives for the science disciplines a priority-oriented, 
long-term, substantive orientation for the development of social science research in 
all fields. On that basis one prepares the research plans of the party's social 
science institutes, the social science research plan of the Academy of Sciences, 

the po’’'>! social science plan of the Ministry for University & Technical School 
Matte: , e plans of the Academy of Pedagogical Sciences, of the Academy of 
Political Science and Jurisprudence and of other central social science institutions, 
as well as the plans of the scientific councils in the social science field, for the 
1981-1985 period. Together with the central research plan these plans are part of 
the central planning system for social science research. 
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The plane of the research management organa and central inatitutiona have to be 
handled in such a way that both an effective concentration of the capacities and 
means on the focal taska of the central research plan and diversified, intereating 
and massively effective social acience work are insured, That calle for involving 
the scientific publishing activity and the work of the social scientists in oral 
and written propaganda and agitation directly in the planning, supervieion and 
accountability for the work in the inatitutiona. The implementation of the plans 
calle for an effective combination between disciplinary and interdiaciplinary re- 
search work. Through improved research coordination within the various discip- 
lines and among the social science inatitutions and through a purposeful development 
of interdisciplinary cooperation among the social, natural and technical sciences, 
further reserves can be tapped for improving research effectiveness. Turning 
interdisciplinary research programe into complex social development matters and 
generalizing the experiences gained thereby deserve great attention. All parti- 
Cipating institutions are responsible for the implementation of these programs. 
The central social science institutions under the SED Central Committee, the GDR 
Academy of Sciences and the Ministry for University 6 Technical School Matters 
have to insure a high-level substantive-conceptual management and coordination of 
interdisciplinary research and ineure a continuing streamlining of interdisciplin- 
ary work in conformity with scientific advances in knowledge and with the social 
requirements. 


The plans of the institutions must show the participation by social scientists in 
the multilateral problem commissions and research teams and in the implementation 
of the multilateral cooperation program of the academies of sciences in the social- 
ist countries, and in the commitments assumed through bilateral accords, to be 
mandatory. More initiatives are required to present the results of international 
cooperation in the form of studies, reports and expert opinions and so forth or to 
realize them in practice more rapidly in some other way. 


The scientific councils act as centers of scientific-intellectual life, affect the 
level and effectiveness of research, and encourage science debate and socialist 
cooperative efforts. They advise on the strategies for science development, on 
research concepts, basic theoretical and political-ideological issues, and basic 
research results. 


Research conceptions and results for the subjects set down in the central research 
plan require a defense before the councils or their organizations, with their 
partners from the practical fields and representatives of publishing houses in 
attendance. 


The scientific councils assist in the research and information activities and in 
the target-directed development of international research cooperation. The coun- 
cils' substantive coordination activity insures that the comprehensive tasks con- 
tained in the central research plan are tied into the overall development of the 
disciplines, and it promotes interdisciplinary research. The advisory function 
of the scientific councils, an important bond among the various management levels, 
is being further developed, and the cooperation among the councils in the assump- 
tion of common tasks is being strengthened. 
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The scientific councilea and the social acience inatitutions see to it that in 
connection with the party resolutions, the growing practical social requirements, 
and the new insights gained in the research process, matters leading us further 
are being formulated, the implications for the development of research work are 
worked out, and proposals are submitted for further refining the research plans. 


Managers of social science inatitutions and chairmen of the scientific councils 
bear a special responsibility for long-term conceptual work on the development of 
social science research, for preparing research strategies for the next 10 to 15 
years, and for preparing at a good time their requisite coordination and decisions. 
Steady prognostic work must make it possible that the tasks of the future plan are 
determined at a good time and the resulting consequences can be laid down for the 
further streamlining of research, the construction of research potentials, the 
training and advanced training of functionaries, and the development of cooperation 
relations within the GDR and with institutions in other countries. Social science 
research results have to be applied in practice rapidly and effectively. That 
calls for setting down research projects, planning the forms of their outcome and 
organizing the research process in such a way that a utilization of research re- 
sults is insured that is many-sided and conforms with the requirements of public 
life and of science. 





Results of social science research must be made more serviceable to the management 
and planning of social development, and more information, studies, research reports 
and similar materials that address themselves to ongoing problems in theory and 
practice and propose practicable solutions and decision alternatives must be pre- 
pared. It is necessary systematically to analyze theoretical and ideological prob- 
lems playing a special role in the international debate and in our taking issue 
with imperialism and its ideology, and to present information materials on that. 


Greatest attention is warranted for interesting publications in many forms and the 
dissemination of the results of scientific work in the form of monographs, overall 
presentations, science series and articles and other publications and in the form 
of science lectures. Those publications must wake the advance in knowledge under- 
standable, presenting it in a form most suitable for dissemination. High-grade 
publications are the yardstick for the joint responsibility of the scientists and 
social science publishing houses and journals for bringing out the publications 
contained in the central plan. 


Special attention is required for drawing up the research results for the party's 
propaganda and mass-political work and for more of a development in a massively 
effective, vivid and cogent popular science literature. To that end, the work of 
cooperation between social scientists and the mass media, especially radio, tele- 
vision and the central press, is being further developed. Greater efforts are 
needed for assisting in the political-ideological, scientific and pedagogic-metho- 
dological training of the propaganda functionaries by suitable publications. 


The publishing field has the task rapidly and effectively to disseminate to the 
public the results achieved on the basis of the central research plan--insofar as 
they are meant for publication. To that end we must improve the cooperation between 
the publishing houses and the social science institutions, councils and authors. 

The science and popular science journals and societies must increase their contri- 
butions to the popularization of social science results, the development of debate 
in scientific work, and an active intellectual-cultural life. 
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Rapidly including new data in teaching and education is of special importance. 

Thus we must pay more attention to the preparation and constant improvement of text- 
books and instruction materials. New data must more rapidly inform the training 
and education process and become effective in lectures and lessons. 


For more intensive and efficient scientific work in teaching and research, for 
atate management, for agitation, propaganda and publishing, and for the inter- 
national cooperation among science institutions, the accomplishments of information 
and documentation and of the science libraries become ever more important. 
Information tasks are governed by the central research plan of the Marxist-Leninist 
social sciences in the GDR, the thematic priorities of the disciplines and institue 
tions and the international science and information cooperation. Appropriate in- 
formation achievements must be recorded in the research plans of the institutions 
and scientific councils. 





Social science information and documentation is managed, planned and organized as 
an inseparable element of research in all social science institutions. The scien- 
tists themselves have to see to it that their scientific findings and insights are 
made publicly more serviceable through information facilities and science libraries. 
Information facilities and science libraries have to process and make available 
more rapidly the latest, domestic and foreign, information sources in forms as 
efficient as possible for science and the practical field. The information and 
documentation facilities are extended and made more effective within the social 
science disciplines on the basis of information networks. 


Especially important for improving the quality and effectiveness of information 
services is the participation by GDR information facilities in the international 
soctal science information system of the academies of sciences in the socialist 
countries. The work in building up an automated data system in the GDR as a 
component of the international automated system for social science data in the 
socialist countries is being carried on purposefully as economic possibilities 
permit. 


All social science institutions have to pay the greatest attention to a system- 
atic qualitative and quantitative development of the research potential and its 
continuing long-range streamlining. The development of the social science poten- 
tial, in accordance with the requirements for research and teaching, and for the 
training and advanced training and the assignment of science functionaries, is 
under long-term planning and is being handled as a major tasking area in manage- 
ment activity. We are promoting with greater determination the development of 

a new generation of scientists. 


Immediately after a project is completed, the competent scientists and institu- 
tions have to report on its having been fulfilled in conformity with the central 
research plan and on the advance of knowledge achieved thereby. A task is regarded 
as fulfilled when the scientific result demanded by the plan has been defended 
and handed over to the publishing house, or to the one who gave the order or the 
user. Summary assessments and reports on the development of social science re- 
search as based on the central research plan will be prepared by the central social 
science institutions, the research management organs and the scientific councils in 
1984. Their reports will be submitted in terms of uniform guidelines. 
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Il, 


Ol. 


01,01 


01.02 


01.03 


01.04 


02. 


02.01 


02.02 


02.03 


03. 


03.01 


Research Programs and Main Research Trends 


Inevitabilities of the Developed Socialist Society and of the Gradual Trans- 
ition to Communism 


The further tapping of the legacy of the classic authors of Marxism-Leninism 
for theshaping of the developed socialist society; publication of the com- 
plete Marx-Engels edition (MEGA) -- Institute for Marxism-Leninism, SED CC; 
Scientific Council for Marx-Engels Research 


Theoretical principles for the further shaping of the developed socialist 
society and for creating prerequisites for the gradual transition to com- 
munism; the dialectics of internal and external conditions (interdisciplinary 
research program) -- Academy of Social Sciences, SED CC 





Basic problems in further perfecting the political organization and the manage- 
ment and planning of socialist society -- Academy of Social Sciences, SED CC; 
GDR Academy of Sciences 


Scientific-technical revolution, social progress and intellectual debate -- 
GDR Academy of Sciences 


Ideological, social and economic problems of the scientific-technical 
revolution in socialism (interdisciplinary research program) -- Technical 
University Dresden 


Inevitabilities in the Development of the Socialist World System; Increasing 
Cooperation Among the Countries of the Socialist Community of States; Inevi- 
tabilities, Directions and Perspectives of Socialist Economic Integration 


Main trends in the development of the socialist world system; basic strategy 
and policy problems of the fraternal parties in socialist countries for 
shaping and perfecting the developed socialist society; socialist inter- 
nationalism and new-type relations in the all-round cooperation among the 
socialist states -- Scientific Council for Foreign Policy Research; Scien- 
tific Council for International Labor Movement 


Basic theoretical problems in the development of socialist economic integra- 
tion and of the socialist world system -- Scientific Council for Problems of 
Socialist Economic Integration 


Further development of the management, planning and economic stimulation of 
the processes of socialist economic integration -- Scientific Council for 
Problems of Socialist Economic Integration 


Basic Economic Development Problems in the Shaping of the Developed Socialist 
Society - The Further Implementation of the Main Task in Its Unity of Economic 
and Social Policy 


The further perfecting of socialist production relations; effect of the eco- 
nomic laws of socialism; the dialectics of ends, means and results of social- 
ist production for the fulfillment of the main task -- Scientific Council for 
Political Economy of Socialism 
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oo wwe ee” 


03.02 


03.03 


03.04 


03.05 


03.06 


03.07 


03.08 


03.09 


03.10 


03.11 


03.12 





Inevitabilities in the intensification of the economic reproduction process 
and in the boosting of labor productivity --Scientific Council for Political 
Economy of Socialism 


Theoretical principles for the economic stimulation of high achievements in 
the shaping of the economy of developed socialism -- °rientific Council for 
Political Economy of Socialism 


Scientific principles of socialist economic management and their application 
in practical economics -- Scientific Council for Management Problems in the 
Economy 


Basic problems in the further perfecting of the management, planning and or- 
ganization of the reproduction process in the combines for boosting their ef- 
ficiency; management and creative initiative -- Scientific Council for 
Management Problems in the Economy 





Principles for further perfecting economic planning in the GDR, economic 
accounting and statistics -- Scientific Council for Problems in Perfecting 
Planning and Economic Accounting 


Further perfecting of the territorial structure in social reproduction and 
its planning --Scientific Council for Problems in Perfecting Planning and 
Economic Accounting 


Problems in the development of finance, money and credit in socialism -- 
Scientific Council for Problems in Perfecting Planning and Economic Accounting 


Scientific principles for boosting the effects of the social labor capacity 
through socialist intensification and rationalization; problems in a perform- 
ance-oriented wage policy for improving the effectiveness of the socialist 


performance principle -- Scientific Council for Problems of Labor Economy and 
Organization 
Main trends in the perfecting of scientific labor organization (WAO) for the 


use and qualitative development of the labor capacity -- Scientific Council 
for Problems of Labor Economy and Organization 


Further development of the theory on socialist enterprise management; basic 
problems in the intensification of enterprise reproduction processes -- 
Scientific Council for Problems of Socialist Enterprise Management 


The socialist intensification of agriculture and the foodstuffs indust 

their increasing intertwining with other branches of the economy for suppl: ¢ 
the population with foodstuffs and industry with raw materials; the further 
perfecting of their management, planning and economic accounting -- Scientific 
Council for Societal and Economic Problems of the National Economy's Agrarian- 
Industrial Sector 
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03.13 


04.01 


04.02 


04.03 


04.04 


04.05 


04.06 


05. 


05.01 


05.02 





Trends and problems for the further reduction of essential urban-rural dif- 

ferences in the continued shaping of the developed socialist society in the 

GDR -- Scientific Council for Societal and Economic Problems of the National 
Economy's Agrarian-Industrial Sector 


Basic Problems in the Development of Scientific-Technical Progress; The Organic 
Connection of the Achievements of the Scientific-Technical Revolution With the 
Advantages of Socialism; The Characteristically Socialist Forms of Combining 
Science With Production 


Main routes for accelerating scientific-technical progress as an essential 
basis for shaping the material-technical base of socialism; interaction between 
scientific-technical progress and the intensification of social production -- 
Scientific Council for Economic Problems of Scientific-Technical Progress 


Problems in the perfecting of management, planning and economic stimulation 
of scientific-technical progress -- Scientific Council for Economic Problems 
of Scientific-Technical Progress 


Natural science-technical, economic and social premises and conditions for 
tapping and using energy sources and other raw materials (interdisciplinary 
research program) -- GDR Academy of Sciences 





Ecological problems under the aspect of the conflict between socialism and 
imperialism regarding the future of mankind (interdisciplinary research pro- 
gram) -- GDR Academy of Sciences 


Theoretical problems in the development, management and organization of 
science in the developed socialist society -- GDR Academy of Sciences; 
Institute for Higher Education 


On the history of science and its disciplines -- GDR Academy of Sciences 


The Further Growth of the Leading Role of the Workers Class and Its Marxist- 
Leninist Party; Class Structure Dynamics in the Developed Socialist Society 


Basic problems of the leading role of the workers class and its Marxist- 
Leninist party in the further shaping of the developed socialist society and 
in creating the fundamental prerequisites for the gradual transition to com- 
munism; problems in party structure and intra-party life -- Karl Marx Party 
College, SED CC 


The development of the workers class, the class of the cooperative farmers 

and the socialist intelligentsia in the process of the shaping of developed 
socialist society; territorial conditions for the development of the social 
structure and of the socialist way of life -- Scientific Council for Socio- 
logical Research 
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05.03 


06.02 


06.03 


07.01 


07.02 


07.03 


07.04 


07.05 


Problems of socialist competition in the work collectives, enterprises and 
combines in connection with intensification and rationalization for further 
improving labor efficiency and quality on the basis of the acceleration of 
scientific-technical »rogress -- Scientific Council for Problems of Socialist 
Competition 


Inevitabilities in the Development of the Socialist State, Democracy and Law 
in the Shaping of the Developed Socialist Society 


State, law and development of socialist democracy in the political organiza- 
tion of socialist society in the GDR -- Council for Political Science and 
Jurisprudence Research 


Inevitabilities in the development of state management in the further shaping 
of the developed socialist society --Council for Political Science and 
Jurisprudence Research 


Improving the effectiveness of socialist law in the shaping of the citizens' 
socialist way of life, the development of socialist personalities and the 
further development of socialist relations --Council for Political Science 
and Jurisprudence Research 


Socialist law and economic management under the conditions of a rigorous 
transition to an intensively expanded reproduction and the deepening of 
socialist economic integration -- Council for Political Science and Juris- 
prudence Research 


Basic Problems of the Marxist-Leninist World-outlook in the Shaping of the 
Developed Socialist Society and the Formation of Socialist Personalities 


Basic theoretical and ideological problems of dialectic and historical mater- 
ialism in the development of socialist society -- Scientific Council for 
Marxist-Leninist Philosophy 


On the development of Marxist-Leninist ethics and socialist morality -- 
Scientific Council for Marxist-Leninist Philosophy 


Dialectic and historical materialism as the ideological, epistemological and 
methodological foundation for the social, natural and technical sciences -- 
Scientific Council for Marxist-Leninist Philosophy 


Researchon the sources, formation and development of the Marxist-Leninist 
philosophy -- Scientific Council for Marxist-Leninist Philosophy 


Elaboration of scientific principles for the communist education of youth -- 
GDR Academy of Pedagogical Sciences; Scientific Council for Youth Research; 

Institute for Higher Education; GDR Central Institute for Vocational Educa- 

tion; Institute for Technical School Affairs 
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07,06 


08.05 


.O1 


09.02 


09.04 


09.05 


09.06 


09.07 


Contributions to research on the psychological inevitabilities in the form- 
ation of socialist personalities, on paychologically relevant shaping of 
working and living conditions, and on keeping working people paychologically 
healthy == Setentific Council for Paychology 


Basic Problema of Social Policy, of the Socialist Way of Life and of 
Demographic Development 


Basic problema of the social structure of the developed socialist society, 
of ite way of life and ite needs (interdisciplinary research program) -- 
Academy of Social Sciences, SED CC; GDR Academy of Sciences 


Basic theoretical social policy problems in the development of the way of 
life in socialiam <= Scientific Council for Social Policy and Demography 


Problema of the development of personality in the labor process, the 
deepening of socialist relations and the reciprocal enrichment of social 
and personal life -- Scientific Council for Sociological Research 


On the development of the socialist way of life in specific social groups -- 
Scientific Council for Social Policy and Demography; Scientific Council for 
Sociological Research 


Inevitabilities and factors affecting demographic development in the shaping 
of the developed socialist society -- Scientific Council for Social Policy 
and Demography 


Inevitabilities in the Development of Socialist Culture, Especially Problems 
of Education, Literature, Art and Language 


Developmental tendencies in the uniform socialist educational system -- 
GDR Academy of Pedagogical Sciences; Institute for Higher Education; GDR 
Institute for Vocational Education; Institute for Technical School Affairs 


Basic theoretical problems in the development of socialist culture -- 
Scientific Council for Marxist-Leninist Culture and Art Studies 


The cultural legacy in the developed socialist society -- Scientific Council 
for Marxist-Leninist Culture and Art Studies 


Traditions and achievements of the multinational Soviet literature and the 
literature of the other countries of the socialist community of states -~ 
Scientific Council for Marxist-Leninist Culture and Art Studies 


Basic problems of Marxist-Leninist esthetics -- Scientific Council for 
Marxist-Leninist Culture and Art Studies 


Language as © social phenomenon; inevitabilities in the structure, function, 
development and social effectiveness of language -- Council for Linguistics 
Research 
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10, 


10.01 
10,02 


10.03 


10.04 


10.05 


10.06 


10.07 


ll. 


11.01 


11.02 


11.03 


11.04 


The Further Elaboration and Deepening of the Marxiat-Leniniat Image of 
History; The History of the SED, of the GDR, and of the Socialist Community; 
Exploring the Revolutionary Traditions of the German and International Labor 
Movement and of the Progressive and Humanistic Legacy of German and World 
History 


Basic problema in the history of the SED -- Council for History Studies 


Basic problems in GDR history and in German history up to 1945 -- Council 
for History Studies 


Basic problems in the history of the international labor movement -- Council 
for History Studies 


Basic problems in the historical development of the USSR and other socialist 
countries and in the socialist community - Council for History Studies 


Problems in general modern history. The history of capitalist states, of the 


national Liberation movement and of international relations since 1917 -- 
Council for History Studies 


Research on the history of culture in precapitalist societies -- Scientific 
Council for Archaeology and Ancient History 


Theoretical and methodological problems in historiography -- Council for 
History Studies 


Basic Froblems in the Development of the Revolutionary World Process and in 
Contemporary International Relations 


The growing influence of socialism in the international class conflict; main 
trends and tendencies in the development of the international power ratio -- 
Scientific Council for Foreign Policy Research; Scientific Council for 
Imperialiem Research 


Basic problems in contemporary international economic relations; the struggle 
for their democratic transformation -- GDR Institute for International Politics 
and Economics; Institute for International Relations 


The dialectics of the peaceful coexistence policy and the class struggle; 
problems and prospects of the international detente process; problems in the 
development of relations between the GDR and capitalist countries; confronta- 
tion with imperialist doctrines opposing socialism and detente -- Scientific 
Council for Foreign Policy Research; Scientific Council for Imperialism 
Research 


The struggle against the imperialist arms race; problems and prospects of 
arms limitation and disarmament -- Scientific Council for Foreign Policy 
Research; Scientific Council for Imperialism Research 
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11,05 


11,06 


11.07 


11.08 


11,09 


11.10 


11.11 


12. 


12.01 


12.02 


12.03 





Problema of the general crisis of capitaliam at present; scientific-technical 
progress and atate monopoly capitaliam; the development of imperialiam in the 
FRG in the international clase conflict «= Scientific Council for Imperialiem 
Research 


Fundamental tendencies, strategies and contradictions in the international 
economic and political relations of imperialiam <-- Scientific Council for 
Imperialiam Research; Scientific Council for Foreign Policy Research 


Exploitation, the situation and fighting conditions of the workers class and 
other working people in capitaliom; the social consequences for the situation 
of the working people of scientific-technical progress in capitaliem; the 
struggle of the communist parties in developed capitalist countries; analysis 
of the social struggles and democratic movements -- Scientific Council for 
Imperialiam Research; Academy of Social Sciences, SED CC 





The political instability of capitalism; analysis and critique of the poli- 
tical system of the main imperialist countries -- Scientific Council for 
Imperialism Research; Council for Political Science and Jurisprudence 


The anti-imperialist struggle in Asia, Africa and Latin America; socio- 
economic processes; domestic and foreign policy of developing countries, 
especially in states of socialist orientation, the struggle of the communist 
movement in Asia, Africa and Latin America -- Scientific Council for Foreign 
Policy Research; Scientific Council for International Labor Movement 


Ideology and policy of international social democracy at present -- Academy 
of Social Sciences, SED CC 


The socioeconomic development, domestic and foreign policy of China -- 
Scientific Council for International Labor Movement; Scientific Council for 
Foreign Policy Research 


Basic Problems of the Marxist-Leninist World-outlook in the Conflict Between 
Socialism and Imperialism; Contributions to the Further Elaboration of the 
Strategy and Tactics of the Ideological Struggle 


Problems in the ideological conflict between socialism and imperialism under 
the conditions of peaceful coexistence between states with differing social 
orders in the 1980's; analysis and critique of present-day anticommunism -- 
Scientific Council for Basic Questions of the Ideological Struggle Between 
Socialism and Imperialism; Scientific Council for Imperialism Research 


Analysis and critique of the basic trends in contemporary bourgeois, re- 
visionist and social reformist theories; their ideological foundations and 
their function in the class conflict -- Scientific Council for Basic Questions 
of the Ideological Struggie Between Socialism and Imperialism 


The issue against anarchistic, ultra-leftist and Trotskyite theories and 
their influences on the labor movement -- Scientific Council for International 
Labor Movement; Academy of Social Sciences, SED CC 
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12.04 Analyeia and critique of the chief currents in the bourgeois political, 
conatitutional and legal ideology «= Couneil for Political Science and 
Juriaprudence Research 


12.05 Analysis and critique of the basic currents of bourgeois and reformist 
economic theories in connection with estate monopoly economic policy == 
Scientific Council for Imperitaliem Research; GDR Academy of Sciences 


12.06 Analysis and critique of the main trends in bourgeois historiography -- 
Council for History Studies 





12.07 Amalyeie and critique of bourgeois sociology <-- Scientific Council for 
Sociological Research 


12,08 Critical analysis of the imperialist science and academic policy and of 
bourgeois conceptions in science theory -- GDR Academy of Sciences; 
Ineatitute for Higher Education 


12.09 Ieeue against the educational strategy and practice in state monopoly 
capitaliem (especially in the PRG) under the aspect of the growing historic 
superiority of real socialism -- GDR Academy of Pedagogical Sciences 


12.10 Analysis of imperialist cultural policy and critique of bourgeois theories 
on culture, literature and art -- Scientific Council for Marxist-Leninist 
Culture and Art Studies 


5885 
cso: 2300 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


COMMENTARY ON SOCIAL SCIENCE CENTRAL RESEARCH PLAN 


West German Commentary 





Bonn IWE-TAGESDIENST in German No 184, 9 Dec 80 p 3 


[Report from Berlin: "SED Criticizes Unrealistic View of Social Science Research." 
A translation of the East Berlin EINHEIT article cited below follows this commentary] 


[Text] The theoretical SED organ EINHEIT (No 12, 1980) has criticized the work of 
the social scientists in the GDR and, in particular, found fault with the meager 
relevance of much political-ideological research. One had the impression sometimes 
that the empirical basis of social science generalizations was "too narrow," that 
practical processes and developmental problems were not concretely enough examined 
and too little was done with the results of sociological surveys. That impinged 

on the cogency and evidence of analyses and also affected the theoretical content 
of the social sciences. "General theorizing" without new practical experiences was 
useless. Nor should the precept of party-mindedness in research be confused with 
bias, prejudice and wishful thinking 


Commentary by SED Experts 


East Berlin EINHEIT in German Vol 35 No 12, Dec 80 signed to press 12 Nov 80 pp 1238- 
1246 


['GDR Social Sciences--Accomplishments and Tasks’ feature article by Dr (honorary) 
Hannes Hoernig, member, department chief, SED Central Committee; and Prof Dr Gregor 
Schirmer, jurist, deputy department chief, SED CC: “High Demand on Quality and 
Effectiveness of Marxist-Leninist Social Sciences") 


[Text] The balance-sheet drawn up on the performance 
improvements of our social scientists since the Ninth 
SED Congress is a good starting point for meeting the 
objective requirements for the 1980's as set down in 
the "Central Research Plan of the GDR's Marxist-Leninist 
Social Sciences, 1981-85." What are the tasks that are 
addressed here? Which guidelines does the plan issue 
for coping with the unity between theoretical lucidity, 
scientific quality and practical effectiveness? To 
what should the management of social science research 
pay special attention? 
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On 21 October 1980, the SED Central Committee Politburo approved the "Central 
Research Plan of the GDR's Marxiat-Leniniat Social Sciences, 1981-85." In it, 
the most important projects for the next five-year plan are authoritatively laid 
down. With it, the social scientiatse have clear guidelines for their acientific 
work that extend far beyond 1985, 


Together with the previous party executive resolutions on basic research in 
mathematica, the natural sciences and selected technical fields, on medical re- 
search and the tasks of the universities and colleges, a sound and far-reaching 
conception on science and academic development lies now before us, while we are 
approaching the 10th party congress. 





The plan reflects our party's leadership role in the theoretical-ideological field 
and its constant care for the quality and effectiveness of social science work. 
“Our party has alwaye paid great attention to theoretical work," Comrade Erich 
Honecker has stated. “Marxist-Leninist theory, after all, is the secure founda- 
tion for all our party activity and the ideological basis for our people's intel- 
lectual life. The social sciences have an important share in preserving the 
purity and unity of Marxiem-Leniniem, the mining of the wealth of theory in the 
works of our classic authors and of the experiences of the revolutionary labor 
movement for the struggle of today, and in the constant enrichment of our theory."! 


Balance and Task 


Another performance improvement of the social sciences has been achieved since the 
ninth party congress. The theoretical leve! and practical effectiveness of re- 
search were improved. The social scientists have made an important contribution to 
the theory and practice of socialism, to the elaboration of scientific principles 
for the management of society, the development of the working people's socialist 
consciousness and the confrontation with imperialism and its ideology. That is 
attested by publications and conferences that were noted domestically and abroad, 
analyses and studies forming the basis for management decisions, and scientific 
materials for poli-_ical mass activity and popular science propaganda. 


This positive balance-sheet is a good starting point for the social scientists’ 
meeting the objective requirements for the 1980's as set down in the central re- 
search plan by high achievements for the further shaping of the developed socialist 
society and its reliable protection. What then is involved? 


Comrade Erich Honecker stated in his speech at the activists’ conference in Gera: 
"Most important is consistently to keep implementing our ninth party congress 

policy for the well-being of the people with all the people and the working people." 
The development and application of the sciences, the social sciences included, is 

a decisive factor. Science pervades society as a whole and its domains at such 
dimensions that upward development in the future will no longer be possible without 
scientific top achievements and the introduction of scientific findings all the way. 


Thus securing and gradually extending the people's material and cultural standard 
of living attained calls for an economic strategy with its core in a rapid speed- 
up of scientific-technical progress and its consistent economic utilization. Our 
party does have such a conception. It implies that the natural and technical 
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acientiats contribute to penetrating changes in production facilitating high yields 
through lowest costes through new developments and solutions in microelectronics, 
robot technology, biochemistry, molecular biology and biotechnology, and in the 
physical, chemical and technological fielda of energy, raw material and material 
production and conversion, But it also places on the social scientists new demands 
to help structure, through extensive analyses and constructive solution proposals, 
the economic and government-legal factorea and mechaniama as well as the intellectual- 
cultural conditions so that our acientific-technical progress comes fully into 

effect and its consequences for the work of the working people and their whole way 

of life are coped with socialistically. 


Science also increasingly affects the intellectual life of socialist society. The 
matter is that the social sciences not only explore the real processes in this 

field accurately and come up against their inevitabilities. Equally important is 
better to satiafy the working people's needs for sound scientific answers to their 
questions that are raised by the development of our society and international events 
and everyday experiences on the job and at leisure. Future tasks can be solved only 
by highly educated people interested in many different things. Higher demands are 
rightly posed for the ideological content of the social sciences, the cogency of 
arguments and the vividness of presentation. 


We are carrying on the policy of the main task under changed international condi- 
tions that are going to be exceedingly complicated in the 1980's. The social 
scientists’ task is to analyze these conditions with prescience and as concretely 
as possible so that we can affect them for our own benefit. We have to expect that 
imperialism in years to come will mobilize all its political, economic, scientific- 
technical, military and ideological potentials to regain lost positions. That 
requires, above and beyond systematic analyses of adversary ideologies, convincingly 
establishing the lack of prospects in imperialist policy and ideology but its danger 
to the future of mankind as well, and our constructive socialist counter-positions 
likewise. Thereby the social sciences perform their constribution to the most 
important task of our time, the struggle for safeguarding peace. 


The prerequisite and guarantee for a happy and peaceful future for our people is 
the leading role of the working class party, the consolidation of socialist power, 
the fashioning of its democratic characteristics, its being made safe from any 
assaults, and the further development of our alliance with the Soviet Union and the 
other states in the socialist community. That also is tied up with a far-reaching 
program in social science work. All social science disciplines will contribute to 
further reinforcing the relationship of trust between the party and the people if 
they support the scientific quality and massive effectiveness of our party policy 
by new findings and vivid, practically relevant political mass activity. 


At the same time this calls for more strongly developing the long-term character 

of social science work. It no longer suffices simply to extend research tasks from 
our position right now. The yardstick for social science research can lie only in 
the future objective requirements for social development spotted in good time and 
translated into research conceptions that far transcend the time frame of the next 
five-year plan. The SED Program offers the strategic orientation for that. 
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At the ninth party congress, Comrade Erich Hovecker referred to the objective com= 
plexity of the social processes and thus to the interdiaciplinary character of re- 
search on them. "We direct the attention of the social scientists especially at 
exploring the complex and often complicated problema ariaing from the overall 
social development of the GDR, the progressive socialist economic integration and 
the atrengthening of the socialist countries’ fraternal alliance, and from the role 
and responsibility of socialiem in the revolutionary world process, for which 
scientific answers have to be found from the standpoint of Marxiam-Leniniam, "3 


The objective dialectic is such that the complex interactions among the various 
domains and elements of socialist soctety, their dependency on the material base, 
the relations between nature and society, and between the individual and the col- 
lective, and the tie between national development and international conditions and 
interconnections assume an ever more prominent shape. That explains the need for 
interdisciplinary research. Essentially, we are talking about working methods 
that are commensurate with the complexity of reality. That this is a main concern 
of the central research plan is only logical. In the next 5 years we intend to 
take real steps, with greater resolve, toward an interdisciplinary working method. 


V. L. Lenin characterized important aspects of such a working method while taking 
issue with Bukharin's eclecticism: "To understand a subject truly, one must take 
account of and explore all its sides, all interconnections and ‘reconciliations. ' 

We shall never completely achieve it, yet the demand for universality will save 

us from errors and rigidity."" A complex approach always comes down to applying 

the materialist dialectic in the scientific work method. It amounts to separating 
in the interacting context the necessary factors and processes from the contingent 
ones and distinguishing its ultimately determining, primary sides from the derived, 
secondary ones. 


Interdisciplinary work cannot be administered, it must organically grow out of the 
scientific problem assignment. Nor is an interdisciplinary approach primarily a 
problem of organization, but a sort of mental attitude, intellectuality and 
working style of an individual scientist placing the highest demands on the depth 
and breadth of his knowledge and his relations with practice. Another premise is 
a high developmental! level of the individual disciplines, the interdisciplinary 
effort always amounting to an interaction among disciplines. That also brings up 
the management problems for the social sciences because, after all, it is important 
to find and foster the scientists’ appropriate forms of organization and communica- 
tion and to arrive at clear management dicisions that help overcome institutional 
constraints, rely on overall perspectives and insure that the requisite research 
capacities are all put together. 


Those scientific institutions are especially responsible for interdisciplinary work 
that sponsor a broad palette of science disciplines--such as the Academy of Social 
Sciences, SED Central Committee, the GDR Academy of Sciences and the universities. 
The working method appropriate to the central research plan and its complex orien- 
tations and projects, in any case, is the interdisciplinary one in one form or 
another, and not as an exception but as the rule. 
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Unity of Theoretical Lucidity and Practical Effectiveness 


Marxist-Leninist social sciences are political sciences, Not only in their social 
premises and connections, not only through their application to social practice, 
but in their theoretical makeup itself they express the interests of the workers 
Class and its revolutionary party. They are neither a contemplative dacription of 
reality nor a collection of rules that always apply. Their true nature rather is 
the precise, conaiatently dialectic-materialistic analysis of social relations in 
their complexity and historic development, relying on the creative application of 
basic Marxist-Leninist knowledge, the theoretical generalization and comprehension 
of the laws of social development and of the objective and subjective, nation | 
and international conditions under which they work, and the elaboration of pp ‘aed 
solutions for ripened developmental problems, providing sound answers to thie 
ideological questions that concern the people in our time. 





Comrade Erich Honecker remarked "that complete clarity about the place of the 
social sciences in the development of socialism in our republic is of great 
theoretical as well as practical importance."> Ultimately this place arises from 
the role of the social sciences in the party's leadership activity. "The Marxist- 
Leninist social sciences are the theoretical and political-ideological instrument 
of the workers class and its revolutionary party in the further shaping of the 
developed socialist society and in the issue taken with imperialism and bourgeois 
ideology."© Without high-level social science research theory with its broad 
effectiveness in social practice the tasks assigned by the party can as little be 
solved as without the findings of the natural and technical sciences. The central 
research plan is imbued with the party's expectation and confidence that social 
science quality and effectiveness will be further improved. That calls for great 
efforts. The criterion each social scientist and research collective applies can 
only be the question whether one's own achievement is in line with what is socially 
necessary. How does one's own performance compare with the level of the Marxist- 
Leninist sciences attained internationally, especially in the Soviet Union, and in 
one's own country? Has one made a contribution that enriches Marxist-Leninist 
thought, refutes bourgeois and revisionist opinions, and deepens and expands the 
influence of socialist ideology? How does the outcome of one's own effort con- 
tribute to strengthening our republic and its state power, boosting economic ef- 
ficiency, and fertilizing the intellectual life of socialist society? 


In preparation for the 10th party congress, it is being discussed how we can still 
better solve the problem recurring at ever higher levels of coping with the unity 

between theoretical lucidity, scientific quality and practical effectiveness. The 
central research plan offers the following guideline of principle on it: 


First, a still deeper penetration into the real movement of social relations is 
needed for it. One has the impression sometimes that the empirical basis of social 
science generalizations is too narrow, that practical processes and developmental 
problems are not concretely enough examined, and that too little is done with the 
results of sociological surveys. That impinges the cogency and evidence of analyses 
and also affects the theoretical content of the social sciences. 
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No general "theorizing," mere recombinations of already available theoretical 
insights without any new practical experience, is of use to us. Therefore, 
still more should be done with analyses, statistics, comparative surveys, with 
facts in other words, and the necessary inferences should be drawn from them, 

The concreteness of social science surveys, that which is factual in them, is no 
less important than their logical cogency. Let ua recall in this connection Lenin's 
polemic on the problem of "concreteness" and of "facts" in his study entitled 
"Statistics and Sociology": "Pacts, if taken in their totality, in their context, 
are not just ‘stubborn’ but also matters of absolute evidence," the salient point 
being that the facts are not dealt with haphazardly, "but by viewing the whole 
complex of facts relating to a particular problem, without a single exception,"'/ 
What is involved here is turning mainly to those ,; viems of social development 
on the solution of which further soctal progress mainly depends. 


Second, when we talk about social sctence research we have in mind the production 
of new understanding, previously unknown interconnections. Any advance--however 
modest--beyond the previous understanding through the enrichment of theory, the 
accurate definition of concepts, statements on precepts that concern new sides 

of the content in those precepts as well as the conditions under which they work, 
is important for the development of the Marxist-Leninist social sciences. Any 
social scientist will take his own measure from what his own research has newly 
contributed to the advancement of knowledge. 


We need high-level theoretical generalizations. That is of great political and 
practical importance. The practical soctal activity of the workers class and its 
allies provides for a successful mastery of the historic tasks if, under party 
leadership, theory is applied creatively. Comrade Erich Honecker commented on 

that as follows: "This Marxist-Leninist policy of ours is marked by the unity of 
revolutionary theory and practice, in that we always base it on the universally 
valid inevitabilities of socialist construction and keep in mind the experiences 

of the fraternal parties and of all other progressive forces. Our party policy 

is rooted in life and always proceeds, as V. I. Lenin demanded it from the com- 
munists, from a precise analysis of social development in any given concrete situa- 
tion. It is a policy which combines objectivity and revolutionary elan organically 
with each other."® From there also arise the high demands that have to be made 

on theoretical precision and on the sharpness of concepts, on being well-founded 
dialectically on historical materialism, and on the methodological level and the 
relevance to life of social science projects. 


Any narrowness in our conception of the unity of theory and practice is alien to us. 
Nor do we construct any artificial order of precedence between the theoretical and 
the practical importance of a scientific statement. Some social science studies, 
however, are insufficiently practicable, not because they contain toomany theoretical 
abstractions but because they remain stuck in mere description. High practical 
effectiveness always presupposes a high theoretical level. 


Third, the social sciences face the task to apply findings fast and with broad 
effects in practice, with no less succinctness than those in the natural and 
technical sciences. In either case research results must attain high practical 
maturity, that is, must be led to a stage where the one who gave the order or the 
user, due to the degree of concreteness in the research outcome, is enabled to 
decide on its practical application. 
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The central research plan focuses on making more use of the social sciences in the 
management, planning and organization of socialist society. Our party attaches 
great value to involving the social scientists in the preparation of scientifically 
sound decision proposals and of alternatives for concrete economic, social and 
cultural developmental opportunities. The management process itself should get a 
still more precise and practicable foundation and penetration from the social 
sciences in cooperation with the natural and technical sciences, There precisely 
lies a great reserve for improving the effectiveness of management processes in 
socialism. 





A purposeful transfer of research findings into agitation and propaganda, the 
training and advanced training of the working people, and the entire education and 
training work is and remains one of the main ways for the social sciences to become 
practically effective. The social scientists ought to explore more still than 

they have done those questions that play a role in the practical life of the working 
people, on the job and at leisure, in the struggle for plan fulfillment as well as 
in the shaping of the socialist way of life and in the class conflict with our 
imperialist enemy, and ought to find cogent and concrete answers for them. In this 
sense the central research plan asks for mass-effective literature reporting in- 
telligibly and understandably on the new insights on the fewest possible pages. 


The GDR social scientists also play a dignified role in international scientific 
life. The focal point here is cooperation with social scientists of the USSR and 
of other socialist countries. This cooperation is being continued systematically 
on a bilateral and multilateral level, wherein we shall continue to make contribu- 
tions in high quality and in meeting our contractual commitments. We shall rein- 
force and expaad our relations with the social scientists in the states of Asia, 
Africa and Latin America, now liberated from the imperialist colonial yoke. 


The GDR social scientists are actively participating in international organizations 
and assemblies where they aggressively advocate their Marxist-Leninist standpoint. 

At the most recent world congresses of sociologists, philosophers, political 
scientists, psychologists, economists and historians they gained respect, even from 
the adversaries, by their theoretically sound, cogent and solidly argumentative 
stance. We shall continue to do what we can in strengthening the anti-imperialist 
line and use every opportunity for gaining alliance partners in the struggle for 
detente and disarmament without making the least concession in theoretical-ideologic- 
al matters. 


Also in the future there will remain as a principle in social science research this 
continuous aggressive confrontation with bourgeois social doctrines, with the policy 
and ideology of imperialism, and with social reformist and revisionist conceptions. 

In view of the extreme exacerbation of the international situation by the aggressive 
imperialist forces, we shall keep our ideological weapon sharp and use it aggressively 
in the struggle against anticommunism and anti-Sovietism. 


Social Science Research Management 
The social science research management and planning system set up since the Eighth 


SED Congress has stood up well. It relies on the principle of the party's leader- 
ship role and constitutes a dialectical interrelationship between central decisions, 
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the scientific institution managers’ own responsibilities, the democratic participa- 
tion by scientists and research teams, and the theoretical-ideological orientation 
and consultation offered by the scientific councils and other collective bodies, 
This system conforms with the specifics of the social sciences, with their position 
in the political and intellectual-cultural life of socialist society. Much more 
consistent use will have to be made in the next five-year plan period of its 
inherent possibilities. 


First, we want to be concerned with further improving the conditions for a high 
productivity in intellectual work. Among these conditions are, first and foremost, 
a creative and critical work atmosphere. Lenin wrote in 1894 the attractiveness 
of the Marxist theory consisted precisely in that “it (as the last word of the 
social sciences) combines a strict and supreme scientific method with revolutionary 
spirit, and this not by chance, not only because the founder of the doctrine com- 
bined in his own person the traits of a scholar and of a revolutionary, but 

because it combines them within the theory itself, inherently and inseparably."9 

A most timely guideline: In the work of the social scientist, scientific objec- 
tivity and communist party-mindedness must exist in unity. Therein lies one of 

the subjective prerequisites for obtaining the unity of a "strict and supreme 
scientific method" and of "revolutionary spirit" that inheres in the objective 
content of social science theories, laws and categories. 





The social scientist lets himself be guided unconditionally in his scientific work 
by the overall interests of the workers class and of socialist society, the 
requirements for strengthening state power, and the party resolutions. He thereby 
in no way violates the precepts of scientific objectivity because we do not confuse 
party-mindedness with bias, prejudice and wishful thinking. It is expected of a 
social scientist that he will, in his analysis and generalization of social pro- 
cesses, disclose and work out all relevant facts and connections, and this without 
reservation and without any wishful thinking. Such a procedure is in full harmony 
with the principle of party-mindedness because the workers class and its party need 
precise, sober scientific analyses and decision proposals as instruments in the 
class struggle and in the management of socialist society. 


Social science work would be inconceivable without scientific discussion, without 
critical and comradely debate. We find still very rarely in our books and articles, 
however, that the results and standpoints of other Marxist-Leninist social scientists 
are critically addressed so as to lead us further. In reviews and expert opinions 
we far more frequently read content summaries rather than critical evaluations. 

At meetings and conferences one can often listem to series of well-balanced, 

mutually independent contributions and too few genuine discussions in the sense of 

a give-and-take, of challenge and response, of debate and argument. 


Comradely party-minded debate presupposes that one's own view was scientifically 
worked out and is frankly stated and the opinion of someone else is taken cogni- 
zance of with respect and judged without prejudice. One must be able to listen to 
the discussion and develop one's readiness to test one's own opinion in the light 
of the arguments and evidence of others and change it, if necessary. That calls 
for honesty toward oneself and for a sober judgment on one's own work and for the 
courage for a critique of a comrade and colleague. At the Fifth Higher Education 
Conference of the GDR, Comrade Kurt Hager commented about that cogently as follows; 
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"At science events there should always be the kind of atmosphere where everyone, 
without respect of persons, can say what he thinks, where everyone is challenged 
to present his opinion, and where quiet listeners are out of place. Decisive 
should be nothing but the feasibility of an idea, the logic of a judgment, the 
power of evidence in argumentation, regardless of rank, title or age, even if 

a thought might at times not yet have come to full maturity. The ideal is this: 
each respects the other, and all learn from the best ones. For that one must know 
one another, often get together, have gonfidence and be wv ing to check the 
opinion of others without prejudice." 


Second, it is necessary to pay still more consistent at «: ion to the development 
of social science cadre. The fulfillment of the centra. esearch plan and the 
development of the social sciences largely depend on a sound cadre policy. 


By cadre policy we mean a deliberate structuring and careful influencing of the 
whole process of the growth and maturing of a scientist personality, politically, 
technically and in terms of character. No one can assume the task of an expert 
social scientist to recruit pupils in good time from the circle of his students 
and the new science generation and to turn them, through his personal commitment, 
into communists and Marxist-Leninist social scientists, whereby he brings up his 
successors. In cadre development--perfect mastery over the specialized field 
always presupposed--proper attention should be given to a broad political and 
scientific profile of the social scientists. Practical political work in as many 
different fields as possible develops the loyalty to the party and its policy and 
the dedication of the social scientists, and they gain experience as functionaries 
and propagandists, which is indispensable for successful social science work. 

A social scientist needs a broad Marxist-Leninist background. He has to be 
thoroughly familiar with the classic authors of Marxism-Leninism, not only with 
statements from them that are more or less directly related to his own field. 

He must be able to deal with the materialistic dialectic and historical materialism 
as the theory and method of the social sciences. A broad profile also includes 
adequate interdisciplinary vision, some survey knowledge of adjacent disciplines, 
knowing where the points of contact are with his own field, and knowledge about 
the fundamental developmental tendencies in the natural science and technical field. 
Of special importance no doubt is a thorough historic education. Close ties with 
one or another field in the arts and cultivating esthetic responsiveness can only 
fertilize one's own scientific work. 


The central research plan also is a substantive guideline for the training and 
education of social science students. The unity of teaching and research requires 
that the students get drawn intc the research as early as possible and the scientists 
always inform them through theii instruction about the latest research findings. 

The students must be enabled to appy the materialistic dialectic. They are to be 
brought up as reliable fighters, rich in ideas, for implementing the party policy. 


The activities of the party organizations and their managements also are part of 
the struggle for fulfilling the central research plan. Their special task is to 
exercise party control on having the services demanded fulfilled proper as to dead- 
lines and qualities. In the past a control plan has been found useful for it which 
does without lengthy meetings and reports but uses operational measures enabling 
party management to assess the situation in any research collective concretely at 
all times, spot difficulties in time, take care of the needed support and changes, 
and pay proper tribute to successes. 
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SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCILS, PARENT ORGANIZATIONS LISTED 


East Berlin EINHEIT in German Vol 35 No 12, Dec 80 signed to press 12 Nov 80 pp 1246- 


124; 


[Official list of "GDR Scientific Councils for Social Science Research") 


[Text] PLEASE NOTE: With regard to pedagogical research, 
the tasks of the scientific councils, depending on the 
specific subject, are performed by the following insti- 
tutions: GDR Academy of Pedagogical Sciences; Institute 
for Higher Education; and GDR Central Institute for 


Vocational Education. 


Name of Council 


Scientific Council for Marxist-Leninist 
Philosophy 


Council for Scientific Communism 
Scientific Council for Sociological Research 


Scientific Council for Marxist-Leninist 
Culture and Art Studies 


Sclentific Council for International Labor 
Movement 


Scientific Council for Basic Questions of the 
Leading Role of the Workers Class and Its 
Marxist-Leninist Party 

Council for History Studies 


Scientific Council] for Marx-Engels Researc<h 


Scientific Council for Economic Research 


65 





GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 





Parent Organization 
(Offices of Council) 


Academy of Social Sciences, 
SED Central Committee 





ditto 
ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


Karl Marx Party College, SED CC 


Institute for Marxism-Leninism, SED CC 


ditto 


GDR Academy of Sciences 








Name of Council 


The following are assigned to this Council: 


- Bctentific Council for Political Economy 
of Socialism 


- Scientific Council for Management Problems 
in the Economy 


- Scientific Council for Problems of 
Socialist Economic Integration 


- Scientific Council for Problems in Perfec- 
ting Planning and Economic Accounting 


- Scientific Council for Problems of Labor 
Economy and Organization 


- Seientific Council for Problems of 
Socialist Enterprise Management 


- Scientific Council for Social Policy and 
Demography 


- Scientific Council for Economic Problems of 
Scientific-Technical Progress 


- Scientific Council for Societal and 
Economic Problems of the National 
Economy's Agrarian-Industrial Sector 


Council for Political Science and Jurispru- 
dence Research 


Council for Linguistics Research 


Scientific Council on ‘Woman in Socialist 
Society’ 


Scientific Council for Archaeology and 
Ancient History 


Scientific Council for Basic Questions 
of the Ideological Struggle Between 
Socialism and Imperialism 


Scientific Council tor Psychology 
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Parent Organization 
(Offices of Council) 





Academy of Social Sciences, SED CC 
Central Institute for Socialist 
Economic Management, SED CC 

ditto 

Economic Research Institute, 

State Planning Commission 

Central Research Institute for Labor, 


State Secretariat for Labor and 
Wages, Dresden 


Carl Schorlemmer Technical College, 
Leuna—Merseburg 

GDR Academy of Sciences 

Research Office, Ministry for 
Science and Technology 

Karl Marx Party College, SED CC 


GDR Academy of Sciences 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


Ministry for University and 
Technical School Affairs 











Name of Council 





Scientific Council for Youth Research 


Scientific Council for Problems of 
Socialist Competition 


Scientific Council at State Secretariat 
for Physical Culture and Sport 


Scientific Council for Imperialism 
Research 


Scientific Council for Foreign Policy 
Research 


Scientific Council for GDR Social 
Science Information and Documentation 


CSO: 2300 


67 


Parent Organization 
(Offices of Council) 





Central Institute for Youth Research, 
Leipzig 


Fritz Heckert Trade Union College, 
National Executive Committee, Free 
German Trade Union Federation (FDGB) 


State Secretariat for Physical 
Culture and Sport 


GDR Institute for International 
Politics and Economics 


Institute for International 
Relations, GDR Academy of Political 
Science and Jurisprudence 


GDR Academy of Sciences 














GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


NEW GOALS SET FOR MARXIST-LENINIST HISTORLOGRAPHY 


East Berlin EINHEIT in German Vol 35 No 12, Dec 80 signed to press 12 Nov 80 
pp 1264-1271 


['GDR Social Sciences--Accomplisments and Tasks' feature article by Prof Dr Ernst 
Diehl, member, SED Central Committee; deputy director, Institute for Marxism- 
Leninism, SED CC; member, GDR Academy of Sciences; chairman, GDR Council for 
History Studies: "History Study in the Class Confrontation of Our Time." Trans- 
lations of articles cited in footnotes below are published under quoted headings in 
the following JPRS issues of this series: Footnote 2--by Heinz Moritz, "SED 
"History Commissions’ to Research Local Workers Movement," 77080, 30 Dec 80, 

No 1837, pp 27-34; footnote 7--by Horst Bartel, Ingrid Mittenzwei and Walter 
Schmidt, subheaded "Prussian Progressive Traditions" in a collection of related 
articles under the heading, "Prussian History To Be Accepted as Part of GDR 
"Heritage,'" 76749, 3 Nov 80, No 1823, pp 16-34. For translations of additional 
related information see items published under quoted headings in the following JPRS 
issues of this series: "West German Analysis: Development of GDR Historiography," 
75760, 23 May 80, No 1788, pp 41-68; and "Clausewitz Hailed as ‘Progressive’ Thinker . 
in German History,” by GDR Military Historian Reinhard Bruehl, 75664, 9 May 80, 

No 1784, pp 23-33] 


[Text] The continued shaping of the developed socialist 
society in the GDR also assigns higher criteria for our 
science of history, particularly in view of the sharper 
class conflict between socialism and imperialism. How 
are our historians living up to them? Which tasks are 
they assigning to themselves in our struggle against 
bourgeois ideology in further elaborating our Marxist- 
Leninist image of history and still more effectively 
contributing to its dissemination? 


GDR historiography also has contributed by its own means to the growing strength of 
our socialist fatherland--led by the program issued at the Ninth SED Congress and 

by other guideline documents of the party, on the basis of dialectic and historical 
materialism--and has grown thereby itself. The great importance of a systematic 
dissemination of historic knowledge for an aggressive confrontation with bourgeois 
ideology has once again been confirmed. The relevant stipulations in the central 
research plan of the Marxist-Leninist social sciences, 1976-1980, have for all intents 
and purposes been met, and some additional tasks have been solved. A number of 











general overall historiographies, many detailed studies on historic events and 
processes and puportant publications on theoretical and methodological problems 
have come out. 


Yet as in socialist society on the whole, there cannot be any stop at what has 
been accomplished in the development of our Marxist-Leninist historiography either. 
Higher criteria are set for the further shaping of the developed socialist society 
in the GDR, particularly in view of the sharper class conflict beween socialism and 
imperialism. In conformity with the requirements for the 1980's, central taske in 
GDR historiography must be advanced further, solidly, comprehensively and at a high 
theoretical level, answers already given must be deepened, and partly rather per- 
ceptible gaps in the state of cesearch must be closed or gradually filled in. The 
central research plan for the Marxist-Leninist social sciences, 1981-1985, the pre- 
paration of which also included many historians from various science institutions, 
has stipulated the tasks to be solved in this regard for the first half of the 
1980's. It directs our historiography in particular at further developing our self- 
contained Marxist-Leninist image of history in our struggle against bourgeois ideo- 
logy, and at contributing still more effectively to its dissemination. 





There is a broad spectrum of problems to be explored by the GDR historians in the 
next 5 years. It embraces significant historic subject matters from very different 
world historic epochs, prehistory, ancient history, the Middle Ages, the modern age 
up to our present time. Further elaborating and persuasively answering various 
questions concerning all periods of the history of the German people and of GDR 
history are on our agenda. Important tasks are to be solved in the field of general 
history. Those are, principally, central topics in the history of the USSR and of 
the socialist world system and in the other main revolutionary currents of our era. 
[t likewise includes our continuing our studies on the history of the bourgeois and 
bourgeois-democratic revolutions and on the history of capitalist and developing 
countries. Of no less importance is the broad palette of research on the history 
of the local labor movement, enterprise history and regional history altogether, 
which will in their own way effectively contribute to the further development of 
patriotic and internationalist modes of thinking and conduct and will deepen our 
confidence in victory.“ Further increased will be sound methodological and 
historiographic surveys for improving the theoretical level of the GDR's historic- 
materialistic historiography and enriching its profile. This orientation is of an 
indispensable breadth. It reflects the width of our historic-materialistic image 
of history and conforms with the need to meet the ever richer intellectual require- 
ments of developed socialist society in view of the sharper confrontation between 
socialism and imperialism. 


Quickly growing at the same time are the expectations that the historians will 
disseminate historic materials vividly, interestingly, by utilizing the various 
genres. The great opportunities for a polemical, party-minded presentation of our 
Marxist-Leninist image of history must still more be used, and bourgeois conceptions 
and anticommunist misrepresentations of history still be more cogently refuted 
through target-directed persuasive arguments. Reflecting on historic insights turns 
into conduct. It therefore is a crucial key question for the social effectiveness 
of our science to convey our image of history steeped in historic optimism through 
rich ideas, suggestively and convincingly. As to that, the SED Central Committee 
Politburo resolution of 18 May 177, “The Further Tasks of the Party's Political 
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Mase Activity," also sparked strong impulses among the GDR historians. The ad- 
vances achieved thereby and the experiences gained form a solid foundation for 
further developing, in accordance with those criteria, an effective propaganda 
of our Marxiat-Leniniat image of history. 


Real Socialism--The Main Force of the Revolutionary World Process 


In our Marxist-Leninist world-outlook, the principle of historically approaching 
all social phenomena has always held a central position. To find one's proper 
bearings within the variety of social processes, Lenin demanded always to be 
mindful “of the fundamental historical context and look at every question from 
the standpoint of how a certain phenomenon arose in history, which main stages 
that phenomenon passed through in its development, and to examine from the stand- 
point of this development of it what has now become of the matter in question, "3 
This historic view, this matter of thinking in larger contexts, makes possible 
always to keep the main and fundamental points in focus in the sharp class con- 
flict of our time, more deeply to understand the essence of our world historic 
epoch of transition from capitalism to socialism, better to understand the 
direction in which social progress is going, and which its decisive social 
buttresses and inevitable perspectives are today, and which social forces are 

up in arms against it. This historic approach is indispensable for properly 
orienting oneself amidst the variety of frequently contradictory phenomena, for 
comprehending the historic role of socialism as the chief impulse of the 
revolutionary world process, and acting accordingly. 


It is not by chance that the enemies of real socialism, the proponents of anti- 
communism and anti-Sovietism, fear such a historic view on things. Different 

and even opposed their ways and means may happen to be--they all seek to bypass or 
distort the question about the cructal historic sources, prerequisites and impulses, 
the inevitabilities of real socialism. They all deny or assaults in one form or 
another the inner logic of the rise of socialism, borne by the communists and 

the workers class and its allies, from utopia to science, from revolutionary theory 
to social action, to a reality that broke through ever since the Great Socialist 
October Revolution and today has gained a foothold already on four continents 

and performs irrevocable feats in a fundamental renewal of the whole globe. 


If the enemies of real socialism explain the victorious socialist revolution through 
“accidents” or "special circumstances,” if people wholly dedicated to the export of 
the counterrevolution are in this connection provocatively wisecracking about an 
‘eport of the revolution" and close their eyes to the fact that socialism is the 
only humanistic alternative for the ills and crimes of the capitalist exploiter 
system, it all only reveals their class-bound inability to see history for what it 
is. Yet more stil! is involved here. The distortion and slandering of the history 
of socialism have most topical causes. They are part and parcel of imperialism's 
assaults against the Soviet Union and the whole socialist community, and against 

all forces of progress and peace, aiming at their cleavage and disintegration. 


All this attests not only to the high place value of ideology in the sharpening 
worldwide conflict between socialism and imperialism, it also demonstrates the 
inseparable connection between history and the present. It illuminates the great 
strength of radiation that can come from the historic-materialist interpretation 
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and spreading of the historical truth about socialigm. From the historical context 
the historic magnitude of the achievements and accomplishments can in every way be 
appreciated which socialiam--viewed in terms of world history--has managed to attain 
within a short time frame and despite the moat bitter confrontation with imperial tiem, 
By means of understanding the tnevitabilities of the revolutionary process of renewal 
in toe world this way, we also deepen the understanding of what it takes to enforce 
it and cope with our problema and difficulties. 


History furnishes irrefutable evidence for how dangerous and bankrupt imperialism is, 
that most powerful yet ultimate exploiter system in the history of mankind. It ex- 
poses the absurdity of all attempts by imperialist and opportunistic ideologues to 
encourage, under the banner of anticommunism and anti-Sovietism, imperialism, 

shaken by crises and pregnant with war, after all this, of its own future, and it 
reinforces by its own means the certitude of the victoriousness of socialism and 
communism as a prospect for all mankind. 





The History of Our Struggles and Victories--A Mobilizing Force 


Of first=<rank importance for understanding the birth and growth of our socialist 
fatherland, of socialism in our country, is the history of the party and of the GDR. 
In a very special way it is apt to release intellectual and practical energies for 
the further shaping of the developed socialist society in the struggle against im- 
perialism and for further elevating our party's leadership role. Presented in vivid 
and realistic detail, the history of our party and of the GDR helps the working 
people understand our workers and farmers power as the outcome of their own acti- 
vities, of their struggle and their efforts, more strongly identify with their 
socialist fatherland and, under our party's leadership, augment and defend its 
achievements. 


The history of our party and of the GDR has, not by chance, long been in the center 
of vitcer ideological class struggle. Right now especially, imperialist and op- 
portunistic forces, mainly in the FRG, combine their attempts at interfering in 
the domestic affairs of socialist countries with propagating purportedly new 
socialism models. It would certainly be absurd to assume the champions of the 
imperialist exploiter system are worried about the advances of socialism. Those 
who in their own power sphere fight bitterly and with all they have even against 
the smallest step toward restraining the power of the monopolies and expanding the 
rights of the working people are bent on no improvement of socialism but on 
weakening it, subverting it through counterrevolution and ultimately eliminating it. 
Such intrigues, even if offered in new disguise and after the diversion scenarios 
were rewritten in part, are inevitably doomed to failure. For steadily carrying 
on our general party line, for the stability of the GDR as a cornerstone for peace 
and socialism in Europe, it becomes still more important to know under these con- 
ditions how socialism on German soil became irrevocable reality. We are holding 

up against all those who are fooling around with their anemic "socialism" models 
the historic image of real socialism. It demonstrates where the sources of our 
successes thus far and the guarantee for the future advances of the socialist GDR 
as an inseparable part of the community of socialist states lie. 


71 





This ia what the history of the birth and growth of our soctalist fatherland proves 
with compelling evidence by means of Kistorical facta: Marxist-Leninist party 
leadership is one of the fundamental, irrevocable inevitabilities of the socialist 
order. "Three decades of GDR have demonstrated that the SED has always done 
juetice to its leading role,’ Comrade Erich Honecker observed in his Gera speech, 
So it is not by chance that in their eseaults against the GDR and against our 
socialist accomplishments our enemies siander the role of the communists and 
falsify their history--be it in a clumay or a sophisticated manner. 


All those qualities the revolutionary party of the German workers class acquired 
in the course of its now more than 140 years of history in the bitter and sacrifi- 
cial struggle against various forms of exploitative rule and, mainly, in the con- 
struction of the new GDR society free from exploitation, infuriate our enemies 
and are subject to manifold slander and prevarication. That applies as much to 
our party's faithfulness to the scientific theory of our struggle as to its firm 
internationalist orientation. It applies to the party's being deeply rooted in 
the masses and to its role as a revolutionary unity party and its alliance policy 
as much as to its bellicose implacability toward all enemies of social progress 
and peace. It relates to its achievements in the various domains of life, in 
politics, econmics, ideology and culture, as to the internal unity and cohesion of 
its ranks under most uneven conditions of struggle. 


Especially because it is this against which the slander by the imperialist enemies 
of socialism and also the attacks from opportunistic and revisionist forces are 
largely directed, great historical and topical importance attaches to our party's 
experiences in the basic issue of the revolution, the question of power. Relying 
on the Marxist-Leninist revolutionary and political theory, by use of the universal 
experiences of Lenin's party, the SED has always operated in the realization that 
without the elimination of capital rule one cannot speak of a construction of 
socialism, and that only the dictatorship of the proletariat expresses and insures 
the working people's freedom and right to self-determination. Therefore, as 

Erich Honecker has said, no one is “allowed and will ever be allowed to toy with 
it our touch it."? 


From these problems also arise the decisive subjects to which our party's and the 
GDR's historical research and propaganda have already been oriented, and more so 
in the future. Beginning with the state of knowledge as attested in the "SED 
History" outline and in the Thaelmann biography, and using many research findings, 
including those in the history of the local labor movement and in enterprise his- 
tory, the task now is to bring out a 4-volume SED history. That presents a new 
and demanding and long-term demand for the GDR social sciences and mainly for all 
those who are doing research on party history. 


Based on the party program and other party documents, on the speeches and studies 
by Comrade Erich Honecker, especially as they relate to the 30th GDR anniversary, 

a cohesive picture will now have to be drawn of the struggle, the historic achieve- 
ments and the enormous store of experiences of our party--from Marx and Engels and 
the Communist League all the way to the implementation of the SED's leadership role 
for the shaping of the developed socialist society--in service to the working 
people and for their benefit, that internationalist and, at once, deeply patriotic 
force. 
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We shall simultaneously have to extend further the results achleved in recent years 
in the research on GDR history. The realities of imperialism, whose rulers exclude 
the working people from making decisions on all political key issues in their own 
sphere of domination and abandon them to the scourges of the economic crisis, un- 
employment and fear for survival, are challenged by the example of socialism ase 

the proponent of secure and real human rights. All the more important are studies 
and publications dealing with the historic path of development of what are already 
several generations of the workers clss as well as of all other classes and strata 

in our country, the history of the socialist mass organizations such as the FDGB and 
the FDJ, and the biographies of the outstanding builders of socialism in the various 
areas of life. New facts are expected of them about profound humanism, about real 
democracy in socialist society, the independent share all classes and strata have 

had in the development of the workers and farmers power on German soil, and about 

the at times complicated processes of their upward development and deliberate change 
in the course of socialist transformation and in the class struggle with imperialism. 
That combines with the task to explore ever more comprehensively even the most 

recent phases in GDR history, mainly the struggle for shaping the developed socialist 
society under the aegis of the eighth and ninth party congress resolutions and, 
historically, to grasp ever more profoundly this whole stage in its own historicity, 
with its lasting accomplishments and values and with its specific problems as well. 


For coping with these tasks we shall have to further fashion the ability always to 
do justice to the dialectics of the historic processes in socialism. A general 
task always to be coped with anew by means of concrete data is always to show 

what has been achieved permanently, what is here to stay, has been wrested from 
the class enemy and his complices, and how tough the communists’ struggle has been, 
to elucidate and persuasively and vividly present the accomplishments and values 
of socialism as something fought for, and how contradictions and difficultiés 

have sooner or later been resolved or surmounted. 


In presenting historic development truthfully like this, it becomes possible to 
understand profoundly the historic magnitude of all that has thus far been achieved 
in the struggle for socialism on German soil. That reinforces the mobilizing 
strength of our scientific image of history in the further shaping of our developed 
socialist society. Through his autobiography, "Aus meinem Leben" [From My Life], 
Comrade Erich Honecker shows by example how this great historic course of develop- 
ment can be presented so rich in problems and so convincingly that strong impulses 
derive from it for our just cause. 


New research will continue to be devoted to such a basic historical experience of 
our workers and farmers power as its birth, growth and advance in tough struggle 
against imperialism, principally against the imperialist forces in the FRG. It will 
remain unvariably topical over the long haul to present the various attempts by our 
enemies to harm and undermine the GDR and contest the place it deserves on the 
international level by means of historic facts, but with it also how all these 
attempts were frustrated, i.e., our victories over such intrigues. This also 
accurately reflects an important aspect of the socialist GDR's national self- 
awareness, of its irrevocable opposition to the imperialist FRG, an aspect that 
significantly contributes to the deepening of class consciousness and to the 
readiness to protect socialism under any given conditions of our struggle. 
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The mutual celationship between the international and the national will also 
receive the attention it deserves in all future research on SED and GDR history. 
New research on the history of the fraternal alliance between the SED and the CPSU, 
and between the GDR and the USSR, deals with the historic roots of this socialist 
action community and with the great forward-pointing dimensions it gains in our 
time, with the full emergence of all the advantages of socialism as in the struggle 
against imperialism and for peace and security in Europe. Planned are investiga- 
tions into the SED's and GDR's contributions to the strengthening of the socialist 
world system, the consolidation of the unity of the international communist and 
labor movement, and to the merger of the three main currents in our era. New facts 
will illuminate the effect of fundamental inevitabilities in our era and will 
provide comprehensive answers to the question how all our successes have been 
infused with the GDR's indissoluble membership in the socialist community of 
States, the solidarity of the international labor movement, of the national lLibera- 
tion movement and of the most varied peace-loving and progressive forces on the 
earth. 


Vivid Relationship With the History of Our People 


A basic orientation of the central research plan of the social sciences is directed 
at more research and propaganda on the more remote periods in our history. Our 
republic has emerged from that history, carrying on and continuing all progressive, 
revolutionary traditions while making a rigorous and irrevocable break with all 
reactionary, anti-progressive traditions in German history. Facing these historic 
roots in the total history of the German people belongs to our socialist German 
state's self-awareness. 


The awareness of place within a great line of tradition which is being continued 
under new and higher conditions with the construction of socialism is among the 
essential sources of our socialist patriotism, which in turn forms an’ indissoluble 
unity with proletarian internationalism. Further to deepen this awareness and to 
hand it on to new generations calls for target-directed research and history pro- 
paganda. Such a relationship with our heritage is not merely suggested by quotidian 
reflections, it is a principle of Marxism-Leninism. It is, as Comrade Erich Honecker 
has remarked, a "matter of our basic attitude toward German history. '"® 


Here it ought to be useful to recall more definitely what the revolutionary German 
labor movement achieved already at a time when it was struggling against the ex- 
ploiters' rule, i.e., under the hardest conditions, with respect to the historic- 
materialist handling of a large set of basic problems in German history and for 
the destruction of reactionary myths about history. It has always had a vital 
relationship with history. It knew no indifference to our national heritage. 

But today, when the workers class has assumed the leadership of society, the tasks 
reach farther, and it has become a matter of exposing, appropriating and spreading 
the progressive traditions of German history, to which our socialist state is the 
natural heir, in their totality, in their whole breadth and variety. 


Not by chance does the solution of this task take place under the conditions of a 
sharp ideological struggle between socialism and imperialism. In the imperialist 
FRG, where the past has not been coped with, the reactionary line of development 
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of previous German history continues, At the same time they seek to deck them- 
selves out there in borrowed plumes and take in a number of progressive traditions 
of German history for their own purposes. They are to be placed at the service of 
Bonn's propayanda thesis of an allegedly surviving "unified German history," i.e., 
abused for revanchist goals of annexation vis-a-vis the socialist GDR--by a mis- 
representation of course of their actual historic place and their concrete, class- 
bound content. Unreal desires are one thing while historic realities are something 
else again. All the chatter about "things in common" change nothing of the irre- 
futable realities, the existence of a socialist and an imperialist state in Central 
Europe. "Things in common" in the sense of Bonn's standard claims do not exist. 
And equally unrealistic is the attempt to resort to traditions that are incompatible 
with, are indeed completely opposed to, the reality of the FRG's state monopoly 
government system. Traditions cannot arbitrarily be pieced together. Reactionary 
policy and progressive traditions do not go together. 


Socialism, on the other hand, ts committed to the whole progressive legacy. That 
is the reality of our socialist workers and farmers power, this most important out- 
come of the struggle of the best people of whole generations of our people, on 
which the legitimacy of our claim to the totality of the humanistic, progressive 
traditions of our people is based. 


A broad palette of themes is going to become subject to our historic research on 
German history up to 1945 in the years to come. It is significant that the first 
volumes of the "German History" will be out, which deal with our inevitable his- 
torical development from primitive society up to the 19th century. Therein also 
will be summarized the current state of knowledge attained by Marxist-Leninist 
historiography for the field of German history, and new points of departure will 
be set down for our future research. Surveys and presentations on the historical 
development of social classes and groups, mainly on the history of the feudal 
peasants and the proletariat, aim at demonstrating the role of popular masses in 
shaping history. 


Our science of history is called upon to expand and deepen the knowledge of all 
phases of German history, even to thrust into virgin territory and also address 
itself to events and personalities from various periods that have long received 
less attention. Exploring one's legacy simply is nothing that is ever completed. 
[t is a live and steady process that is constantly pushed farther ahead by the 
further ripening of socialist society and the international class struggle. The 
revolutionary and other unequivocally progressive traditions of our history are 
assured of the crucial attention they deserve for the future. 


At the same time we shall have to attend more to all achievements which in some 
way contributed to social progress, even in such special areas as science, tech- 
nology and culture. Our historic-materialist conception of history facilitates 

an objective evaluation even of conflicting or contradictory phenomena and person- 
alities. In this sense all reflections and efforts are important that aim at a 
deeper and more discriminating look at Prussian history, one that will be fair 

to everything progressive and all that promoted advances, while not offering the 
least concessions to reactionary Prussianism.’ But that is no exceptional case 
and offers nothing sensational. 
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Our world-outlook knows no narrowness or constraints. It makes possible conceiving 
of the actual dialectics of social development. Marxist-Leninist historiography and 
history propaganda find a crucial testing ground in still more effectively using 
these opportunities for enriching our knowledge about our people's great past-- 

in its interchange with the process of world history. Firm positions gained in the 
1970's, such as on the interrelation between national history and world history, 

will have to be preserved and further developed in the course of it. 


Unaltered importance attaches, especially under our conditions of struggle, to 
coming to grips scientifically with the history of the reactionary exploiter (asses, 
mainly with the history of German imperialism. The serious lessons our people 
learned from the power of finance capital, militarism and fascism, need further 
scientific elaboration and dissemination, so that future generations can repeat 

in their thoughts the revolutionary break we made with those class forces. Research 
on the history of opportunism may provide us with further knowledge about the 
ominous consequences of rightist social democratic policy and ideology in German 
history and about the causes for the split in the workers class, which could deepen 
our understanding of the need for implacable confrontation with that ideology and 
policy. 


And so the cycle of problems is closing. The responsibility historiography has 
within the GDR's Marxist-Leninist social sciences is considerable. Inspired and 
guided by the party, it will contribute by all its means and possibilities to the 
further blossoming of our socialist fatherland, to the further development of the 
values and advantages of socialism in its struggle against imperialism. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


CONFLICTING GDR, FRG APPROACHES TO NATIONAL CULTURE STRESSED 


East Berlin EINHEIT in German Vol 35 No 12, Dec 80 signed to press 12 Nov 80 
pp 1296-1303 





[Article by Prof Dr Hans Koch, candidate member, SED Central Committee; director, 
Institute for Marxist-Leninist Culture and Art Studies, Academy of Social Sciences, 
SED CC: "Legends and Realities." For translations of related information see items 
published under quoted headings in the following JPRS issues of this series: "FRG 
Concept of German Cultural Unity Rejected," 76749, 3 Nov 80, No 1823, pp 2-15; "FRG 
Concept of ‘Single German Nationality’ Rejected," 71064, 5 May 78, No 1531, pp 82- 
91; "Nation Versus Nationality Concept Analyzed," 74590, 16 Nov 79, No 1738, pp 44- 
53; “East-West Concepts of Nationalism Analyzed," 64957, 10 Jun 75, pp 54-69; "West 
German Reviews of GDR's Two Nation-Two Language Problem," 76703, 27 Oct 80, No 1821, 
pp 23-44; and "West German Analyses: GDR's Two Nation-Language Concept Debated," 
74674, 29 Nov 79, No 1742, pp 23-31] 


[Text] On the proposition that the growth of socialist 
German national culture is a characteristic of the 
socialist German nation, the author refutes the thesis 
advocated by ideologues and politicians in the imper- 
ialist FRG that there allegedly "continues to exist a 
uniform German culture nation" and demonstrates that 
thesis cannot be maintained on the level of any 
social, historical, ideological, ethnic and other 
criteria. It hides the search for revising the 
postwar setup in Europe and serves to meddle in the 
GDR's internal affairs via the cultural flank. 


In the GDR, the socialist German nation is developing. Its essential features are 
rooted in the political power of the workers class and the public ownership in the 
means of production. "The socialist nation is a stable community of friendly allied 
classes and strata, free from antagonistic contradictions, led by the workers class 
and its Marxist-Leninist party. It contains the people of the GDR and is marked by 
the sovereign socialist state on its territory." 


The growth of the socialist German national culture of the GDR is an essential 
characteristic of the socialist German nation. This powerfully further developing 
culture has met its historic test as the German culture of real socialism, in which 
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the GDR people coexercises its right to socioeconomic, governmental and national 
self-determination, Qn the various levels of its material and intellectual ex- 
istence it is advancing successfully. 


Placed in opposition to the advances of the GDR's socialist German national culture 
are, tenaciously, from western domains theses on a presumed "unity of the German 
culture nation," on a uniform "German national culture," and so forth. 


Considerations of cultural theory are hardly any determinants here. Rather, the 
ideologues of FRG imperialism are seeking manageable political objectives. Their 
theses of an alleged "national German cultural unity" hide the desire for a re- 
vision of the postwar setup in Europe, a big power chauvinist "keeping the German 
question open," which disturbs the peace. The intention is to justify the non- 
recognition of GDR citizenship with that kind of national arch, which are activities 
that keep encumbering the normalization of the relationship between both sovereign 
German states. Not last, these theses serve to meddle in the GDR's internal affairs 
via the cultural flank. Or would it perhaps not be the sole representation claim 
that is brought to bear when FRG authorities seek to use works by outstanding 
writers who are GDR citizens to represent "all-German culture" abroad? Such 
practices conform just as much with the FRG's aggressive cultural policy as the 
notorious resolution by the education ministers and senators in the Laender and 
West Berlin of November 1978 that arrogated to itself a "national obligation to 
care for the people in the GDR" and charged FRG schools with the task "to keep 
alive in youth the awareness of the unity of the German nation."* That resolution 
constitutes a complete interference program. And we should point, not last, to the 
incessant acts of intellectual aggression by the FRG's imperialist mass media 
against socialist cultural development in the GDR. 


‘Arguments’ from the Other Side 


The official justification of such practices, in the version State Minister Dr 
Hamm-Bruecher presented to the Bundestag, goes as follows: The FRG government 
proceeded, “in spite of the political partition between the Germans, from their 
common culture. we maintain that our common history, culture and language have 
always been the crucial brackets for the unity of our people and will remain so." 
The desire of the government she represented was and would remain "to aah ef- 
fective for the future as well the fact of that common national culture."” The 
education ministers' and senators' resolution referred to, in contradiction to 
unequivocal binding regulations under international law, proclaims that the German 
nation exists, within the 1937 borders, "as a linguistic and cultural unit," and 
as a national people with uniform German citizenship, “irrespective of separate 
regulations in the GDR."4 


Let us look at some of these “arguments” more closely. What about the "common 
history" as an "all-German bracket?" The great German Peasants' War, for example, 
is a chapter in the history of the German people. There one found, on the one side, 
the masses of the rebellious peasants whose most radical leader was Thomas Muentzer. 
On the other side there were the torturers, suppressors, butchers of those peasants. 
As their symbolic representative one can take the steward Georg von Waldburg, who 
was cynically named "Bauernjoerg.'' His blood account amassed thousands of hung, 
impaled, drawn and quartered and blinded peasants. 


78 





Now it can almost as much be taken for granted that there are “Bavernjoerg atreetsa" 
in the FRG as, naturally, Thomas Muentgzer streets in the GDR. Under Werner Tuebke's 
artistic direction, a big Peasants’ War memorial ia being built in the GDR, at 
Schlachtberg near Frankenhausen, dedicated mainly to the memory of Thomas Muentzer 
and hia fellow combatants, In the FRG, on the other hand, there resides in the 
Renaissance castle of Zeil, aplendidly restored out of tax funds, a man by the name 
of Georg Maria Konatantin Ignatius Antonius Augustinus Wunibald Kilian Bonifacius 
Hereditary Imperial Steward and Seventh Prince of von Waldburg of Zeil and Trauch- 
burg. The basic stock of hie billions he owea to his ancestor, the one and only 
"Bauern joerg.” 


At the Pedagogical College of Weingarten--under the direct influence by relatives 
of von Waldburg--examination papers are written for the greater glory of that 
masse murderer of the L6th century. 


And true enough, both Thomas Muentzer and Steward von Waldburg are part of this 
common history. For both German states have their roots in German history up to 
1945. The antagonistic types of attitude toward this history, however, are the 
very opposite of an "“all-German bracket." They are a declared opposition under the 
jurisdiction of opposing cultures, and the future teachers in Erfurt or Zwickau, 

on the one side, and in Weingarten, on the other, are wholly and completely trained 
and educated in the spirit of this opposition of culture determinants in their 
attitude toward German history. Thus it is a fact that the FRG as a capitalist 
state and the GDR as a socialist state assume diametrically opposed basic attitudes 
toward German history. For how a nation relates to history ultimately depends on 
its form of society and its ruling class, on whether it accepts and carries on 
progressive or reactionary lines of tradition. The interpretation and perception 
of German history, so different in the two German states, thus turns out the very 
opposite of a "crucial bracket of unity." 


In the FRG--apart from official historiography--there are also efforts to research 
history from democratic, progressive, and Marxist-Leninist positions, from stand- 
points, that is, that are spreading in opposition to the imperialism and its ideo- 
logy which prevail in the FRG. Such efforts serve the implementation of social 
progress and can rely on solidary support from the socialist German nation. What 

is decisive, however, is that the FRG has remained a capitalist nation in which 

the ruling class preserves and extends lines and positions of a historical tradi- 
tion which--be they frankly reactionary or disguised by social reformism--ult imately 
oppos’ social progress and peace. 





What now about the “common language” as another “crucial bracket" for this allegedly 
extant national cultural unity? This thesis spreads the erroneous notion that 

ethnic characteristics like the language, specifics in the mode of culture and life, 
mores, customs and habits, formed by the German. in their more than 1,000 years of 
history and marking in their totality the German nationality, are the crucial fac- 
tors for the unity of the "German culture nation.” Through this argument on the 
common use of the German language the Bonn politicians seek to deceive the public 
about the fundamental contradictions between the capitalist German and the socialist 
German nation, to rise into spokesmen for all Germans and to bracket both German 
nations as one national cultural unit. 
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However, a8 attested to by the experiences of history, a common Language has 
nowhere and never turned out to be the primary, decisive impulse for the form- 
ation and existence of nations. That one speaks Spanish on the Iberian peninsula, 
in Argentina and Mexico, for instance, is as obvious a fact as that Spain (which 
has several official languages), Argentina and Mexico, despite that "decisive 
bracket," do not form one single nation. Bonn ghould have to expect enraged pro- 
tests if one wanted to force the Alsatians or the German-speaking part of Lorraine 
or the German-speaking Pennsylvanians in the United States into the "unified German 
culture nation” because of their language. The Austrians too speak German, but 
they communicate in German as an element of the bourgeois Austrian national cul- 
ture which has formed independently for more than 100 years. In Switzerland, a 
complicated process is going on in the consolidation of a cultural identity, i.e., 
Swiss national (bourgeois) culture, relying on the communication in four languages 
(German, French, Italian and Rhaeto=-Romanic). Not a common language it is, but 

the economic, political, social and ideological, the societal-class-bound factors 
and components are the ones that cructally determine--even though in close inter- 
action with ethnic ties, of course, which also includes language--the birth, 
development and socitohistoric type of a nation. 


The point must be made, to be sure, that common ethnic features exist between 

several nations o! one nationality--and so also between the two German nations. 

For ethnical features work across several forms of society. They are relatively 
stable. Stability, however, does not mean immutability. Ethnic features, especially 
language as the most important cultural form of communication, are subject to change-- 
even if it takes very long--, occurring in close interaction with the societal- 
class-bound factors in the birth and development of a nation. 


The two German nations also have ethnic features in common, due to their common 
history. Yet, in dialectic unity with the given crucial socioeconomic and political 
government conditions in either of the two German nations, the ethnic characteristics 
handed down through history hlend with new experiences, characteristics and tradi- 
tions each has added, and is adding, after World War II. 


In the FRG the bourgeois German nation is surviving with its antagonisms, its ruling 
imperialist culture and elements of a democratic and socialist culture. In the GDR 
the socialist German nation is forming a culture that is appropriate to it, and thus 
also its appropriate ethnic characteristics. The growth and ripening of the social- 
ist German national culture are themselves a basic process in which the main point 
is to mold the socialist way of life and fashion its appropriate modes of thinking 
and conduct, traditions, customs and habits, ideals and value concepts. Two ethno- 
social organisms thus are facing each other on German soil which are indeed aware 

of their social, cconomic, political, ideological and intellectual-cultural con- 
trasts. They are, along with it, also fashioning essential--and that means social-- 
difterences and developmental tendencies of treir ethnic self-awareness as Germans. 


A New Type of National German Cuiture 


A lead article in the 12 July 1979 edition of FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE, an haute- 
bourgeois paper that is shaping strategy, claims “that the creation of an original 
socialist German literature addressing the population on a broad basis and in- 
spiring progress could not come about at all.” Why then is there hardly ever a day 
when the GDR press and other media fail to meddle most massively in a process 

that “cannot come about?” 


an 








Socialist German national literature--that is, after all, what we are concerned 
with here--exemplifies socialist German national culture as such, If one starts 
with the pioneers of a proletarian-revolutionary culture, the socialist literature 
of the antifascist exile, in the area of the GDR now as many as five generations 
of creators have since 1945 addressed with their "original socialist German liter- 
ature" and culture "the population on so broad a basis" that the scales of the 
bourgeois culture business plainly fail. The degree to which thereby socialist 
"progress is inspired” is something which a bourgeois paper is truly incompetent 
to judge. Despite all the crack-brained fancies of a “unified German culture” 

and of a “unity of the culture nation,” the socialist German national culture is 
developing in all its breadth and variety. Socialist national culture is an in- 
evitably necessary developmental element in each socialist nation. It is inais- 
pensable for the totality as well as all individual sides of its progress. 


The socialist national culture forms a new historic type of national culture 
development. In the GDR too it is growing as the culture of the workers class and 
all the working people, led by the Marxist-Leninist party. Its growth proceeds on 
its own foundations of socialism and is crucially affected by its inevitabilities. 
The development of the socialist national culture is closely tied up with all basic 
processes in further social development. That is why article 18 section 1 of the 
GDR Constitution savs: "Socialist national culture is among the principles of 
socialist society.” In its social substance, societal position, structure and 
function it differs from any previous type of German culture. 


The Marxist-Leninist world-outlook of the workers class, for instance, forms the 
ideational axis of intellectual culture as well as the synthesizing force melding 
the various elements of this intellectual culture organically into the totality of 

a rich socialist picture of the world. The political culture of socialism is 
pervaded with loyalty to the communist ideals, socialist patriotism and prolet- 
arian internationalism. It is thereby diametrically opposed to the imperialist 
"political culture” (also, and especially, where it, precisely by "apolitical" 
configurations, promotes a “barbarism of sentiment, means and ends">), Our political 
culture permeates the most diverse planes and layers of intellectual culture, 
principally the ethical and artistic ones. What they are preaching today more and 
more insistently in imperialism is irrationalism, mysticism, man's return to his 
“metaphysical sources" and the like. But we find decisive structural values of 
socialist culture in instilling socialist humanism--together with the task to foster 
the wealth of emotional culture more stongly than ever. 


Our culture aims its functions and purposes particularly at the dialectical con- 
nection between the forming of universally developed socialist personalities and 
the fashioning of o cultured socialist way of life, everywhere, in all essential 
spheres of public and personal life. 


SED Central Committee General Secretary Comrade Erich Honecker writes in his auto- 
biography: ‘Culture in our country is not a matter of concern to a small elite 

but to the mass of the working people. Therein lies a basic principle of all our 
work. Working, studying and living socialistically--that will also in the future 
determine the developnuent of socialist personality. After all, it is not only art-- 
and not even art primarily--that cultivates men's lives. Basically, it rather is 
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all the conditions which permit in a soctety either a narrow or a broad margin for 
creativity, for the formation and activation of a people's talents and abilities, 
That is why our party advocates a broad conception of culture, It embraces the 
dissemination of the scientific world-outlook of Marxism-Leninism, work culture 

and cultured environmental planning as well as the culture of human relations, the 
custodianship and dispensation of our humanistic cultural heritage, socialist-realist 
art and access to the treasures of world culture."° Here a noteworthy reference is 
made to the specific structure and funetion of socialist national culture, which 
differs in a manner of principle from the culture prevailing in highly developed 
capitalist countries. 


The Forming of New Cultural Values 


Every culture expresses crucial characteristics of a nation, of the classes and 
strata that form it. It reveals the historical stability of such features as well 
as their process of change. The ensemble of such characteristic traits (making the 
differences among various nations apparent, for instance) is neither set by nature 
nor fatefully preconditioned by history. "The further shaping of the character- 
istic traits of the socialist nation is induced by all social processes in the 
shaping of the developed socialist society."7 


It characterizes our socialist national culture that it enters into active mutual 
relations with all political, economic, social and intellectual basic processes, 
through which characteristic socialist features are formed in the life of our 
society. The growth and ripening of the socialist German national culture is itself 
a basic process where what matters is to form the socialist way of life and further 
to change modes of thinking and conduct, traditions, customs and habits, ideals 

and value concepts. 


It is natural that the significance of all these processes, relations and so forth 

for the socialized individuals, classes and strata of the GDR by means of socialist 
culture receives a diametrically different evaluation from that of the imperialist 

cultural forces in the FRC, 


The real humanistic values of our culture depend on our social reality. The value 
criteria for our progress ultimately are oriented to the social objectives in 
further socialist construction and communist ideals. Inherent in this orientation 
is a militant position against all varieties of nationalism and revanchism, of 
“all-German" hegemonism. That too is an important element of the peace-loving, 
humanistic, democratic and anti-imperialist set of values which--much like anti- 
fascism--constantly renews and deepens itself with the fur:her fashioning of the 
socialist character of the German national culture in the GDR. 


Socialist national culture produces a new type of historic relations between our own 
culture and the cultural achievements of other countries. It relies on the Leninist 
“principle of internationalism and implacable struggle against the contamination of 
the proletariat with bourgeois nationalism, even in its most sophisticated form, "8 
Imbued with the spirit of the peoples’ friendship, recognizing the humanistic 
cultural creativity of all peoples and races, with high reeard for the humanistic 
cultural achievements of every nation, our culture is tinciple open to the 
world. In this sense the GDR's socialist national cul . is closely tied to the 





Soviet, especially the Soviet=Russian, culture--and also to the cultural accomplish- 
ments of the CSSR, Poland, Hungary, Bulgaria, Romania and other socialist countries, 
For decades has the struggle against the distortion of the global significance of 
the Slavic and other East European cultures, especially against the anti-Soviet 
slurs on cultural development in the USSR, been a propulsive thrust in moving 
socialist German culture ahead, 


Our culture is equally open to the democratic and socialist elements in the cul- 
tures of capitalist countries. Our relations with such cultural elements in the FRG 
proceed on the basis of opposition to prevailing imperialism and its cultural 
demagoguery and regression, 


Increasingly more important to us are relations with often very ancient cultures 

of peoples who freed themselves from the imperialist yoke and now are going through 
a process of renewal. They amount to an essential intellectua’-cultural form of 
anti-imperialist solidarity by our people and our culture. Our socialist culture 
is closely Linked with all traditions that combine the progressive aspirations in 
the history of one's own people with other peoples’ freedom struggles. 


A New Type of National Historic Relations 


Not past history as such, not the cultures of the past primarily determine the 
characteristics of a contemporary national culture. They are formed through the 
manner of relations with that past, through the way in which a legacy is valued 
and properly appropriated, i.e., related to the current and future tasks. Our 
socialist German national culture of the GDR therefore materializes a type of 
fundamentally new national historic relations. National presumptuousness, 
chauvinism or racism find as little room in it as religious or national hatred. 
It is free from the mindlessness of anticommunism which has thrown the bourgeois 
German nation into the deepest unhappiness. National nihilism too, or thinking in 
categories of steady and constant "German misery" or cosmopolitanism, are essen- 
tially alien to these relations. 


At the conference that founded the Martin Luther Committee of the GDR, Comrade 
Erich Honecker stressed that among the traditions we cultivate in the GDR were 
the work and legacy of all those who have contributed to progress and to the 
development of world culture, regardless of the social and class-bound links they 
had. "It is in conformity with our world image to account of history in its 
objective, actual course, its overall dialectics." 


In this sense our culture finds ever deeper roots in all humanistic, peace-loving, 
progressive, and revolutionary traditions of all of German history without any 
exception. It is engaged in a great “purgation" from the reactionary falsifications 
of our legacy. It keeps arming itself for intellectual struggle against surviving 
reactionary traditions. Within this system of reference to all the fluctuating 
history and culture cf the German people, some "main strands" show up, as it were, 
which still more strongly accentuate the unmistakeable character of the socialist 
German culture's wealth of national historic relations. Especially important to us 
culturally is our relating to all revolutionary risings and inteliectual designs 
claiming the freedom, right and power of the “common man," the working people; 











the rich material, intellectual and ethical values created by the popular masses-- 
irrespective of whether or not such magnificent material evidence for the people's 
ability and induatriousness came to benefit the people at the time; the extraor- 
dinary historical and cultural legacy of the revolutionary German labor movement; 
the ethics of the sacrificial atruggle againat capital rule and imperialism, againat 
militarism, fascism and war of conquest; and the important historical and cultural 
accomplishments by real socialism on German soil, 


In all this it makes no sense to speak of a “unified” national-historic. reference 
system and set of values that would "link" imperialism with socialism. A con- 
tribution in the social democratic VORWAERTS of Bonn puts it plainly on 18 August 
1977: “Despised by the bourgeoisie, the culture of the labor movement found no 
place in our history." With all the soctal reformist motivation behind such a 
remark, it still gives an idea about the antagonism in the historic-cultural lines, 


Our culture finds ever deeper roots in the German people's struggle for centuries 

on behalf of socta! and humane progress. The FRG, on the other hand, seeks, con- 
servatively, to deny labor movement culture in German history. Or they seek, 
pseudoradically, to present German history as protracted "German misery" which 
allegedly is continuing after 1945 in both German states. A mental reflex to that 
again now should be a “unity of German culture" (or, at least, its "anticipation"), 
growing out of their joint cr‘tical negation of all, allegedly, German historical 
determinants. 


The socialist German national culture owes up to a fighting position against either 
conception. The COR itself is the highest accomplishment of all progressive aspi- 
rations in German history. It embodies--as the 30th anniversary appeal says--the 
continuity of all the good and the radical break with everything reactionary in 
German history. 


Thus our national culture reflects the place, the historic position, our republic 
occupies in all the history of the German people. It is an expression of the con- 
tinuity in German cultural progress which develops dynamically--based on the new 
ethno-social orga rization of the socialist GDR. This German culture of ours ap- 
propriates th best cultural values of the German people since it evolved--extensively 
and unadulterated. We explore, cultivate and preserve as our tradition from the 

long history of mankind and of our people all aspirations, movements and achievements 
that have made a contribution to making everything socially progressive prevail, 

as the inevitable continuation of which socialism may desigiate itself. That also 
includes such accomplishments and achievements by representatives of reactionary 
classes that served to accommodate their prevailing system to the new requirements 
for social development, which objectively, however, made room for progressive forces. 
We delimit ourselves generally from reactionary class lines, traditions, acts and 
positions. That doves not militate against picking up those components of our herit- 
age thet have objectively helped in making historical progress prevail. Such a 
creative-critical relationship with our heritage, relying on the Marxist-Leninist 
standpoint, differs in terms of principle from the FRG's cultivation of the tra- 
dition with its obstruction to progress. 


RG 











This we have seen now: There is no plane ° social, historical, ideological, ethnic 
and other characteristics of national culture on which the theses of the "unity of 
German culture" and of the "unified culture nation" and the like can be maintained, 
This favorite thesis in FRG politics is one of the "all-German wishful dreams" that 
one could one day, together with Thuringians, erat | Brandenburgers, Mecklenburgers, 
Pomeranians, Silesians and East and West Prussians,’ sing the anthem of “Deutschland, 
Deutschland ueber alles, ueber alles in der Welt," and if so, then probably with 
fervor even the for the time being still undesirable first stanza that talks about 
their goal of yearning, an imperialist Germany from the Maas to the Memel, from the 
Etsch down to the Belt. Such dreams are risky and mortally dangerous when spun in 
the shade of the Brussels missile resolutions and the general sharpening of the 
confrontation course by imperialist reaction, 


That “unity" assuredly is not for us. The workers and farmers power of the GDR 
offers defiance in the cultural field too--most resolutely through its quiet and 
purposeful, comprehensive development of the socialist German national culture of 
the GDR. It helps strengthen our socialist fatherland all-around. Through its 
socialist German national culture the GDR is making a worthy contribution to the 
international culture of socialism, this most important and future-bearing phenom- 
enon of contemporary world culture. Our country thereby opens vp a great source 
of strength for social progress and real humanism. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


SUMMARIES OF OTHER MAJOR 'EINHEIT' ARTICLES 


East Berlin EINHEIT in German Vol 35 No 12, Dec 80 signed to press 12 Nov 80 
"Resumes' addendum 


Requirements for Economic Sciences on Needed Economic Productivity Growth 


[Summary of article by Prof Dr Helmut Koziolek, economist, candidate member, SED 
Central Committee; director, Central Institute for Socialist Economic Management, 
SED CC; member, GDR Academy of Sciences; chairman, Council for Economic Research; 
member, EINHEIT editorial beard; pp 1248-1255] 


[Text]! On behalf of the further implementation of the 
main task, the economic sctences have to explore the 
qualitative growth factors thoroughly and draw inferences 
for strengthening the material-technical base of the 
economy which serves the well-being of the people and 
for the ongoing socialization process. The cardinal 
research problem lies in the means for increasing ef- 
ficiency. Which are the focal points in the work on 
these problems? Advaices depend mainly on that better 
use is still made of the advantages of socialism through 
a precise knowledge of the changes in the reproduction 
conditions. 


Philosophical Research for Benefit of Socialist Society 


[Summary of article by Prof Dr Erich Hahn, candidate member, SED Central Committee; 
director, Institute for Marxist-Leninist Philosophy, Academy of Social Sciences, 
SED CC; member, GDR Academy Sciences; chairman, GDR Scientific Council for 
Marxist-Leninist Philosophy; pp 1256-1263] 


[Text] Performing the necessary contribution to solving 
the tasks facing our society demands of the GDR philo- 
sophers that, in elaborating the theory of the developed 
socialist society, they continue purposefully, particularly, 
their research on the objective dialectic of socialism 
(e.g., objective conditions and subjective factor, the 
problems in impulses and contradictions), aggressively 
take issue with bourgeois ideology and philosophy (e.g., 
on freedom and democracy), and effectively employ our 
philosophy as an intellectual weapon in the struggle 

for safeguarding peace. 





Research for Struggle Against Imperialism and War 


[Summary of article by Prof Dr Max Schmidt, director, GDR Institute for International 
Politics and Economics; chairman, Scientific Council for Imperialism Research; 
member, EINHEIT editorial board; pp 1272-1280] 


[Text] Proceeding from the tasks assigned by the ninth 
party congress and by use of a number of priority problems, 
an outline is given for how imperialism research in the GDR 
met its responsibility and what demands it faces in the 
1980's. The emphasis is placed on the problems of the 
struggle for peace and disarmament, the problems in the 
further sharpening of the general crisis of capitalism 

and the internationalization of capital, and the struggle 
conditions for the workers class. It is shown why the 
issue taken with FRG imperialism is of central importance 
to all this. 


On the Road of Lenin 


[Summary of article by Genia Nobel, graduate social scientist, member, EINHEIT 
editorial board; pp 1281-1287] 


[Text] Dietz publishing house has just published the 
seventh volume of the speeches and essays of Comrade 
Brezhnev, which embraces the period between January 
1978 and March 1979, when the Soviet people, under CPSU 
leadership, achieved new successes in communist construc- 
tion and the international prestige of the USSR grew 
further, particularly thanks to its consistent Leninist 
foreign policy. CPSU policy, as aimed at the benefit 
of the people and at permanent peace, becomes as clear 
to the reader in its highly pertinent iaportance as 
become excerpts from the rich, struggle-filled life of 
Leonid Brezhnev. 


Our Power Is Rooted in Common Interest 


| Summary ' article by Dr Egon Winkelmann, economist, member, SED Central Auditing 
Commission; department chief, SED Central Committee; p 1288-1295] 


[Text] The international science conference on the subject 
of "the joint struggle of the labor movement and the national 
liberation movement against imperialism, for social progress" 
illuminates the most important characteristic of the anti- 
imperialist forces in the world: their increasing desire for 
understanding and common action for joint aims and against 
their common enemy. The outcome of the conference reflects 
the wealth of substance, forms and methods in the struggle 
produced by the movement for a revolutionary renewal of the 
world. 
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CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS FAVORABLY ASSESSED 
Zagreb SEDAM DANA (supplement to VJESNIK) in Serbo-Croatian 7 Feb 81 p 14 


[Article by Sime Pierotti: "Where There Is Concern, There Will Also Be a 
Remedy" | 


[Text] The tradition of New Year's receptions for representatives of re- 
ligious communities, which are leading to ever better relations with the 
representatives of those communities through direct contacts, has been con- 
tinued this year once again. 


In this connection let us go back a bit. 


On the last day of 1979 VJESNIK published an interview with Dr Vladimir 
Bakaric in which he said inter alia: "If you take the present situation, 
I would not favor any gloomy assessment. I think that the church in Cro- 
atia, regardless of goodwill or bad faith, has had to go and is oing--at 
a rather slow pace, to be sure--along that council line which is adapt- 
able." He wittily added: "Even our Comrade Lalic can bicker with Arch- 
bishop Kuharic, but they conduct their disputation at the same table. I 
think a certain progress has been achieved here." 


We have mentioned this opinion in order to point up the feature of the con- 
stant development of these relations for the better. Rather slowly, per- 
haps, but for the better nevertheless. What is more, I would say that 
those people are right who assure that these relations are on the whole 
better today than ever before. Certa:nly this is the result of the stead- 
fast, systematic and patient efforts of government and other public lead- 
ders and the ruling bodies of the religious communities, who, if at times 
they have flagged, have moved forward persistently. This kind of effort 
could not, of course, have been fruitful without the broadest support of 
all our working people and citizens. 


Speaking about the difficulties along chat road, Jure Bilic, president of 
the Croatian Assembly, emphasized at this New Year's reception that "there 
have been attempts trom various quarte:s, both at home and abroad, to dis- 
rupt those relations and take us back to the past. All those attempts,” 
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he said, “have been frustrated by our desire to turn toward the present and 
future, benefiting from the Lessons and experience from the past, and to 
stubbornly find ways and means of developing mutual relations in which each 
ot us will assume a portion of the obligations and responsibilities to the 
social community for what is being done." 


Archbishop Franjo Kuharic responded to these expressions of attitude by the 
president of the assembly, quoting the words of Cvijetin Mijatovic, chair- 
man of the SFRY State Presidency, which he addressed to Pope John Paul II, 
i.e., that "our religious citizens enjoy all the constitutional rights of 
all other citizens and participate in decisionmaking--within the framework 
of our system of socialist self-management--in the political, social, eco- 
nomic, cultural and other areas of life." Archbishop Kuharic added "that 
the bishops would like to see in these words a new approach to resolving 
the altogether concrete problems which they would like to see construc- 
tively resolved so that people can rest easy and so that all members of so- 
ciety can live together in equality." 


A Deeper Meaning 


In addition Bishop of Gornji Karlovac Simeon expressed on behalf of the 
Serbian Orthodox Church in Croatia the need for "cooperation between church 
and society to be directed always toward strengthening the working commu- 
nity, in the direction of humanization of human relations and toward joint 
efforts so that everywhere our people feel at peace, free, materially pro- 
vided for and morally exalted."' The representatives of other religious 
communities--those of the Islamic faith, the Reformists, the Adventists, 
and so on--expressed themselves similarly. 


Now that we have already mentioned the interview with Comrade Bakaric, we 
will also quote that passage in which, after criticizing sectarianism in 
certain strata of our society toward the religious communities, he specifi- 
cally called attention to the clericalism which breaks out from time to 
time in those communities and with which certain church structures have 
specifically attempted to identify themselves: "If it were not for these 
tendencies toward clericalism, we could not only tolerate all those pro- 
tests by the church, we could even lend suppo-t." At that time it seemed 
as though certain of our people were not altogether certain what Dr Bakaric 
had in mind. Let us attempt to illustrate that idea. 


Let us recall only the great Istrian patriot--the priest Dr Bozo Milanovic. 
When he died (in late 1980) VJESNIK wrote: "As the country's reconstruc- 
tion and construction proceeded, Dr Milanovic was renewing church institu- 
tions. First of all the seminary in Pazin. In the meantime and later a 
series of meetings with Tito were a portion of his untiring work. the 
first time was in January 1946 in Belgrade. At that time Tito was donating 
1 million dinars to the Pazin Seminary.... In July 1949 Monsignor Milano- 
vie was Tito’s guest on Brioni with a delegation of priests from Istria. 
The Holy See accorded him the prelate's title of His Holiness. President 
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Tito distinguished him with the highest recognition tor all he gave to his 
region and to tne entire social community and for his contributions to the 


country's socialist construction. The SAWP paid homage to him on his 90th 
birthday." 


Our point here was to show how Comrade Tito demonstrated in his personal 
example that we must respect that kind of patriotism without prejudice be- 
cause it comes from a priest. What is more, Comrade Tito thereby demon- 
strated that those are the relations that should exist between church and 
State, between the church and society, that is, the socialist homeland in 
which that church has its existence. It is that kind of behavior on the 
part of church people that Comrade Bakaric was thinking of in the interview 
we have mentioned. 


The climate created by the New Year's receptions for leaders of religious 
communities is very beneficial precisely to further development of an atmo- 
sphere of ever better mutual understanding. It is promoting the gradual 
disappearance of misunderstandings in those relations. At times we are all 
impatient and we would like them to disappear still faster. However, it is 
worth repeating--especially to our young generation, which did not experi- 
ence the war, and to older people only when they have forgotten what hap- 
pened then--that portion of Bakaric's interview which specifically pertains 
to the Catholic Church in Croatia: "Even under the old Austria it was the 
church which helped greatly the development of bourgeois society in our re- 
gion. This lasted a rather long time. Then a current developed within our 
Catholic Church which was militant and at the outset was not Croatian, but 
Yugoslav, and then it changed direction to become a militant Croatian ten- 
dency, a right-wing and profascist tendency which infected great numbers of 
people and during the war was to a large extent and almost the greater ex- 
tent on the other side. This has no connection with Croatia at all. This 
is that case where a Croatian nationalist puts on a priest's habit, which 
he does to avoid the political risk, since he feels that we will not quar- 
rel with the Vatican over one ordinary priest, and he thinks he can do what 
he likes." 


So this is a sketch of the historical projection of something which even 
today has not altogether disappeared, but nevertheless is less and less 
evident on the social scene. And, as the saying goes, let's hope it never 
comes back! 


A Calculated Move 


Now that we are talking about the behavior of a certain core which in the 
present church is not reconciling itself to our conditions, that is, to our 
social development, we must mention the statement made by Pope Paul VI, who 
with precisely this in mind said to the »ishops from our country who made 
an official visit to him "ad limina apostolorum" on 21 November 1977: "I 
Suggest that you cake into account that the church in Yugoslavia is living 
among several nationalities and among various ethnic minorities, among peo- 
ple who speak different languages and who belong to different faiths and 


90 





diftterent customs. When the conditions in which an individual church com- 
munity is operating are so diverse ... there should be a specific way of 
bearing witness tor Jesus Christ, beginning--it is clear--with the bishops 
themselves." 


When wishes like these concerning behavior were reiterated in that spirit 
by the new Pope John Paul LI and when our bishops did after all somehow be- 
win to tollow his teaching and advice, new troubles were created. It is 
well known that the entire Catholic episcopate, not only in Croatia, but 
throughout our commen homeland, expressed its condolence concerning the 
death ot President Tito in the manner which it felt best suited it. And 
when the entire Catholic press, together with the press of the other re- 
ligious communities, paid due honor to the late president, and all the 
churches tolled their bells, a newspaper of the fascist emigre community, 
HRVATSKI TJEDNIK [CROATIAN WEEKLY] in Sydney, Australia, which was followed 
by other similar periodicals, chose this moment, first, to condemn the up- 
coming visit of Cvijetin Mijatovic to the pope and then issued a deluge of 
the most insulting words about that episcopate. "There is no justification 
for this whatsoever," the newspaper wrote at that time, "for anything ex- 
cept contempt.... Here we have a hierarchy of opportunists, toadies and 
Croatian political Lickspittles who have gone to the Yus,oslav Embassy and 
signed their names in mourning for the deceased," and so on. This was only 
the first act, and it was then followed by the writing of other similar pa- 
pers, intoning their hatred which actually applied to our social system, to 
socialism and self-management, just as the Croatian radio program over Vat- 
ican Radio is often able to do so skillfully. 


Something of this kind also occurred to Archbishop Kuharic on his trip 
through Australia and South Africa. Especially when he condemned abuse of 
the names of certain church officials in Yugoslavia and in particular the 
late cardinal from Croatia, by those "who have been attacking the pope, the 
Holy See and the Croatian bishops, interjecting even ideas of establishing 
some new national church separate from Rome. Since certain circumstances 
had made the source of that initiative known to me," he wrote in his report 
on that pastoral visit he had made, which was published in PRILOG SLUZBENOG 
VJESNIKA ZAGREBACKE NADBISKUPIJE [SUPPLEMENT TO THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE OF THE 
ZAGREB ARCHEPISCOPATE] (No 1, 1931), "the motives and intentions of impart- 
ing to our visit a tone incompatible with our mission, I did not honor that 
proposal ... it was a case ot a calculated move which had definite inten- 
tions toward us. If the matter has been carried over to the public, I feel 
it necessary to state this publicly." 


Increasingly Constructive Climate 


It is evident trom the statement which the archbishop made at the reception 
in the Dvori |Palaces} that the bishops "would like to see in these words a 
new approach to resolving the altogether concrete problems which they would 
like to see constructively resolved" in the words we have quoted of Cvije- 
tin Mijatovic, chairman of the SFRY State Presidency. However, it is dif- 
ficult to say whether this can be called a new approach, when this kind of 
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behavior on the part of government and public factors has been constantly 
Supported up to now. It might truly be something new if on the one hand 
there were less sectarianism, that is, if there was more respect for the 
religious interest of individuals, and on the other if in church ranks 
there was more opposition than there has been up to now, as Comrade Bakaric 
put it in the interview we have mentioned, "to the tendency of nationalists 
to conceal themselves behind the church and to lead it into steps which it 
Ought not to support and which it even should oppose." In the way the 
Archbishop Kuharic has now opposed those who, as he put it, "are inspired 
from some sinister backing and who are even concerned with such ideas as 
establishing some national Croatian church separate from Rome" and when he 
did not allow such elements to manipulate our past under the church's rvof. 


There is no doubt that these are all indications that a more constructive 
climate is being created in these relations. The goodwill of both the 
church hierarchy and of the leadership of society is only a precondition 
for creation of such a climate, but we must all make a common effort in 
this to thoroughly pluck out the roots of sectarianism and clericalism. 


"Sectarianism only inflicts damage and obstructs development of relations 
on a platform which is advantageous to us--not only to us, but indeed to 
humauity," Bakaric emphasized. 


The fight against clericalism should be waged at the same time. In the 
journal CRKVA U SVIJETU [THE CHURCH IN THE WORLD], No 4, 1980, the theolo- 
gian Stanko Vasilj has recently called our attention to something written 
along these lines by another theologian, Dr Vjekoslav Bajsic, who has dealt 
with the probiem of clericalism in a book entitled "Strah za granicu" [Fear 
for the Border]. The critic says that the author has made an excellent ob- 
servation "that on all sides we are washing our hands of the situation, 
leaving to others to bear their blame and responsibility." "He," the 
critic goes on, "sometimes even presents views wherein he does not satisfy 
the traditional strata of our ‘present-day Christian community.'... Among 
those who are dissatisfied are some who are bothered by everything they did 
not hear of or learn in their textbook ideology. And often a man is amazed 
at how many good and proper things that average run of people object to. 
Quite often these obdstructionists are not people of ill will, but they have 
a little too much fear for their old borders.... Bajsic is moved and in- 
deed pained, both as a theologian and as a Christian, by the fact that the 
church in its mission of salvation has been so unsuccessful here in our 
country. The church is extending its life, but that life is mainly biolog- 
ical. What is the cause of that stagnation and feebleness?" Thus the 
critic and his subject take the same position. 


Obligations and Responsibility 
Recently the Slovenian theologian Vjekoslav Grmic gave this answer to the 


question (in %9 interview for VJESNIK) as to the foundation on which good 
relations could in his opinion develop between the church and our society: 
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"We will easily reach agreement if we acknowledge our social system once 
and for all and if we adopt the council's idea of the autonomy of secular 
matters,... It must be clear to us that religious people will have full 
equality with citizens committed to socialism who are not religious only if 
they make 4 commitment to socialiem and do not remain aloof. In the final 
analysis the religious man also makes hie own destiny. It is true that so- 
ciety judges religious people on the basis of a portion of the responsible 
religious representatives, 1 will not say that there are no sectarians 
among those who are not religious ... people who think that socialism is 
built by attacking religion, just as there are religious people who look on 
socialism as though it were antitheiem, Yet these are isolated cases, «od 
there will undoubtedly be fewer of them if religious people do more to es~ 
tablish their credentials as authentic secialiste. Clericalies and sec- 
tarianiem are indeed hostile to one another, but they also have a sore need 
for one another, If the leaders of the church try to forget the spirit of 
the council, if they make a play for power, if they do not strive to under- 
stand the signe of the times=-they will distance themselves more and more 
from true believers, and thie will make the position of religious people a 
socialist society more difficult. There have recently been hints of cer- 
tain such manifestations in the church.” 


The theologian Bajsic had already written about the suppression of cleri- 
caliem in an article (in which he spoke about the remnants of colonial con- 
sciousness in our country) printed in the Zagreb journal KULTURNI RADNIK 
(CULTURE WORKER] as follows: “It is certain that the situation (the refer- 
ence is to the fight against clericalism--author's note) can perhaps in 
time be resolved by a coercive cultural missionary approach, but the ques- 
tion is whether one can achieve anything else with these external methods 
than 4 strengthening of colonial consciousness. Every objective thrusting 
of the church into the position of a representative of the traditional cul- 
tural package alienates the church from its present-day task. A frontal 
attack ... motivates it to seek allies within the traditional bloc or cre- 
ates a situation in which these allies are imposed. T..us a certain antire- 
ligious (the author here is thinking more of anticlerical--author's note) 
pressure may be a very powerful means of politicizing the church in the di- 
rection of a defensive colonial bunker. Yet this will only enhance the 
possible colonizing mentality of the other side. A mutual strengthening of 
such positions can only be detrimental to very important common interests 
in this part of Burope.” 


Probably there is no more suitable climate than this moment of friendly and 
cordial meetings between Cvijetin Mijatovic, chairman of the SFRY State 
Presidency, and Pope John Paul Il and of the meetings at the New Year's re- 
ception in the Dvori for us all to resolutely take up the task of truly de- 
veloping in this area relations in which everyone will assume his part of 
the obligation and responsibility to the social community for what is being 
done. 


7045 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


MISUSES OF POSITLON IN KRAGUJEVAC SCRUTINIZED 

Details From Scene 
Belgrade LLUSTROVANA POLITIKA in Serbo-Croatian No 1156, 30 Dec 80 pp 22-23 
[Article by Bogosav Marjanovic: "All His People") 


[Text] For 4 days with breaks, a total of about 40 hours, membere of the 
opstina LC (League of Communiste|] committee and delegates of the opstina LC 
conference in Kragujevac debated the sins of their opstina leaders and di- 
rectors of certain work organizations, OOUR's [basic organization of asso- 
ciated labor], institutions, banks and social services (and basic organiza- 
tions of the LC in the city will do the same in the next few days). 


It was no accident at all that very serious criticiem was directed against 
the very top leadership of the opstina, especially Dr Borivoje Petrovic, 
president of the opstina asse ly. And also against Dragisa Dragojlovic, 
chairman of the executive council, Petar Roveanin, vice chairma., and Miro- 
slav Vasiljevic and Radoslav Ratkovic, presidents of the two chambers of 
the assembly. 


Party admonitions have been pronounced against Petrovic and Dragojlovic for 
abuses established up to this point in resolving questions of personal ad- 
vantage, but this is obviously only the beginning of the effort to clear up 
the irregularities. Djordje Kostic, a Pertisan fighter from 1941 who is e 
member of the Serbian LC Central Committee and chairman of the Interopstina 
LC Conference in Kragujevac, said at the meeting of the opstina LC commit- 
tee on the last evening, when the proposed party measures against the op- 
stina officials were adopted, that Borivoje Petrovic and Dragisa Dragojlo- 
vic should submit their resignations since they had lost the confidence of 
party members and the public because of the errors they had committed. 


This was reiterated in the meeting of the opstina LC conference by the del- 
egates Voja Milosevic, a Partisan fighter from 1941, Uros Mitic, worker at 
Crvena Zastava, and Jovan Sreckovic, general director of the INEX--Crvena 
Zvezda Factory, along with others. 
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"i Want To Clear My Name Before I Depart” 


After all he had heard about himself and his actions at these meetings it 
Was expected that Borivoje Petrovic would submit his resignation, but he 
did wot do eo, The first evening he even attempted to describe his critics 
as “enemies of various etripes."” In 4 meeting of the opatina LC conference 
a few days later he went to the rostrum of the Self-Managere' Center and 
very inappropriately recalled how from that same rostrum he had "frequently 
called the workers of Kragujevac to action" and then rather than contritely 
admitted that he was guilty, that he wae deeply repentant, but that he 
would remain “loyal to Kragujevac and ite working class from which he had 
sprung." Nor was this the end of that moral grotesquerie=-he offered to 
return hie still unfinished private house to the public, and then he 
shilly-shallied a bit about the president's position: 


"1 was born on these cobblestones," he eaid. “It is here that | pursued my 
career from shoeshine boy to Ph.D. There is nowhere I want to go away from 
Kragujevac. 1 might be the director of the city sanitation department or 
some factory, | might even be a physical worker, but I want to be clean 
when I leave this position." 


What are these sins of Dr Borivoje Petrovic established after 9 years of 
his activity as president? 


Borivoje Petrovic (born 1934) started out as a leader in the youth organi- 
zation, and he was elected president of the assembly after the workers and 
party members of Kragujevac effectively settled accounts with anarchol iber- 
alism. That political triumph made it possible for Kragujevac to take a 
new flight in its development. The population doubled, the output of many 
work organizations increased, many new housing units were built, and a uni- 
versity also developed. Some of the credit for all this was earned by 
President Borivoje Petrovic. He had prepared and defended his doctoral 
dissertation on local communities and thus became the first doctor of po- 
litical sciences to have treated that topic. This won him general praise 
and respect. Many of those around him began to behave deferentially toward 
him, and at this point it is really difficult to establish exactly when 
Borivoje Petrovic began to play the role of Number One of the city of Kra- 
gujevac. He made many ceremonial and honorary appearances at the speaker's 
rostrum, at monuments, at cornerstone layings, in the newspapers and on 
television. A newsman was hired in the opstina assembly as chief of infor- 
mation; among his other duties he used the opstina Telex to send direct re- 
porte to the press and radio and television in Belgrade concerning various 
visits received by the Kragujevac Opstina Assembly, concerning the presi- 
dent's visits to various towns and institutions, concerning the successful 
work of the opstina forums and administrations. Many of these reports were 
in fact published in the media to which they were sent, and all without ex- 
ception were taken up by Kragujevac radio and the local newspaper SVETLOST. 
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In all these reports, of course, Dr Borivoje Petrovic was portrayed in the 
most flattering light as a man who was giving his all to his city, 


But he was aleo taking care of himself. 
He Tore Up 1,000-Dinar Notes 


Firat, several years ago he built a weekend cottage on the outekirte of 
Kragujevac in Sumarice. When prices rose, he sold it and bought an aban- 
doned peasant farm, the prices of euch places having fallen in the meant ime. 
This farm in the nearby village of Grbica cost only 4 million old dinare. 
Three enterprises were then found to renovate this old peasant house to 
give it the appearance of an authentic “ranch.” This was done by Beograd- 
Inzenjering, the Kragujevac conetruction enterprise and the Ivanjica Log- 
ging and Sawmill Combine. 


A commission of the opsatina LC committee has established that Petrovic hon- 
orably paid all the bills sent him by twee enterprises. Inetead of the 3 
million old dinars which in the estimate of the specialized commission of 
Beograd-Inzenjering was the value of the work done, that enterprise col- 
lected 100,000 old dinars more, and Beograd-Inzenjering had to refund him 
that amount. 


In 4 meeting of the opstina committee when this was debated Djordje Kostic, 
member of the Surbian LC Cescral Committee and chairman of the Interopstina 
LO Conference in Kragujevac, openly told Petrovic to his face: 


“Comrade Bora, | sincerely doet that the work done on your house in Grbica 
cost that little. ‘hy in a village where there are 20 peasant carpenters 
who are very skilled at working on precisely these old peasant houses and 
who work cheaper than enterprises did you employ for such a small job three 
such large construction enterprises?" 


Kostic went on to say how Beograd-Inzenjering, or its notorious director 
Jovan Obradovic, had made a nest in Kragujevac. 





“it was Bora who brought Jova to Kragujevac. With good intentions to be 
sure. The Self-Managers' Center had to be built quickly. There wasn't 
either the money or the time. Jovan Obradovic, with the help of a bank 
from Vojvodina, offered both. And actually the workers of Beograd-Inze- 
njering did the job competently and on schedule. They were to get other 
jobs--building the airport housing development. On several occasions I 
have myself been in the company of Jovan Obradovic, as has Bora, the com- 
mittee secretary Ljubisa Damjanovic and others. But I didn't like hia, 
precisely because he was debauched, arrogant and presumptuous. I could see 
that he was a bad man. One evening during a late drinking party in the Du- 
brovnik Hotel he tore up money. I got up and left and never met him there- 
after. I reported him to the police the next day for having torn up whole 
bundles of bank notes. Do you know what came of that’? They looked at me 
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as though | had torn up the bille, and he continued to be 4 welcome guest, 
in the opetina headquarters, in the committee, in Jugobanka, and in the S12 
[self-managed community of interest]. Bverywhere he gallantly kissed the 
hands of the women officeworkers and made presents of whiskey to the head 
officials...." 


The Neighbor Lady Who Wouldn't Go Along 


President Petrovic lives incidentally with his wife and three grown child- 
ren very modestly in a well-equipped three-room apartment. Back when steam 
heat was introduced in the building, this apartment was pretty much done 
over and renovated, at the cost of the SIZ for Housing, of course. But in 
addition to the apartment and the “ranch” at Grbica, this year President 
Petrovic, at precisely the time when everyone, he included, was saying that 
there must be economizing for the sake of stabilization, when it was being 
said that constr ction of weekend cottages should be prohibited because of 
the shortage of cement and building materials, when coupons were being dis- 
tributed in Kragujevac for coffee, detergents and vegetable oil, suddenly 
decided to build=--a house. 


He sold foreign exchange worth 30 million old dinars to Jugobanka of Kragu- 
jevac and received one of the largest loans for housing construction--120 
million old dinars. The banks issue credit like this only after clients 
submit a written document to the effect that they do not expect society to 
provide them housing.... Petrovic promised that he would leave his reno- 
vated apartment when he finished the house. 


His buddy Ljubisa Damjanovic, secretary of the opstina LC committee, who 
lives in the center of the city in a house that is public property and has 
a tremendous yard, proposed to him: 


"Come and build a house next to mine. What do I need with such a large 
yard? Anyway, it isn't mine, it is public property...." 


But the committee secretary's wife did not look so kindly upon the arrival 
of the new neighbors. It detracted from her view, and often when the pres- 
ident and his wife appeared at the construction site she would curse her 
neighbors. 


When by pure accident building materials were trucked to the construction 
site at night, she would turn on all the lights “so that the people could 
see what was going on,” and the next day would report to everyone in town, 
including newsmen, that cement was being brought from somewhere at night to 
where the president's house was being built.... 


it's Not Who You Tell.... 


But the president, Dr Borivoje Petrovic, did not let this upset him. Fol- 
lowing his example, certain other opstina leaders and directors gave way to 
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the passionate appetite for houses. Specifically those who already had 
publicly owned apartments and what are referred to as vacation houses, 


Dragisa Dragojlovic, chairman of the executive council of the opetina as~ 
sembly, and Miroslav Vasiljevic, president of the Sociopolitical Chamber, 
also received lots overnight located where others could not even dream of 
getting them, along with loans of 100 million old dinars each, and they 
built houses. Petar Roveanin, vice president of the opetina assembly, us- 
ing the poor health of himeelf and his family ae a justification, left his 
well-equipped three-room apartment on the fifth floor and moved into a 
house which had previously been renovated at the expense of the SIZ. To 
make matters worse, the owner of a pastry shop in Kragujevac had left that 
house to the School of Apprentices here. The rent was to be used for the 
schooling of impoverished bakers’ apprentices. All this was done before 
the will was probated and the donor's wishes carried out. 


Dragisa Dragojlovic, chairman of the executive council who sponsored all 
this, said in the meeting: 


"We had to move the vice president into that house because of the poor 
health of hie family, and there was the same urgency about moving the coach 
of the basketball team into his apartment. He was threatening to leave...." 


Njegos Solak, deputy general director of Crvena Zastava, aleo received a 
lot in a good location and a large loan, and Beograd-Inzenjering built a 
house for him for 4 million less than the actual price as estimated by the 
commission. Some people say that that is why Jovan Obradovic could get a 
car from Zastava at any time of the day or night.... 


At the Expense of Defense 


The house in Rovinj on the other hand is a story in itself. The heroes of 
the story are Borivoje Petrovic, opstina president, Dragisa Dragojlovic, 
chairman of the executive council, and Jovan Obradovic, former director of 
Beograd-Inzenjering. A certain Zarko Kircanski, said to be a soccer player, 
sold a vacation cottage at the seaside that had a floor area of 533 square 
meters. Someone recommended this to the comrades from Kragujevac, Jovan 
Obradovic probably, as a nice house for the opstina's vacation center. The 
trouble was that the opstina would be buying the house from a private indi- 
vidual.... Nevertheless, a solution was found, though without the knowl- 
edge and decision of the delegates in the opstina: the house was purchased 
from Beograd-Inzenjering. Nor was there any money, and 370 million old di- 
mars were “borrowed” from the fund for nationwide defense. Of this, 60 
million old dinars have still not been duly accounted for. Did they go to 
the pocket of some intermediary in that tcansaction? This will be shown 
only by the inquiry. 


And, of course, seeing what was being done with loans, with lots, how cars 
were being bought and sold, how houses were springing up like mushrooms, 








party members, old Partisans and other citizens as early as last sumer, in 
meetings which debated the stabilization program and economy, called upon 
the opetina LC committee to explain all this to them. But no one made a 
clear response, It was explained that these were malicious stories from 
the marketplace and that no stock should be put in them. 


Wien Borivoje Petrovic also attempted to proclaim all those demande and 
criticiem from the public to be hostile rumors, at a recent meeting of the 
opstina LC committee Mosa Milojevic, chief of estate security of the Kragu- 
jevac police, said that this was not true, but that these questions were 
being put by honest and honorable workers, party members and private citi- 
zens. 


On 4 November the opstina LC committee created a commission to investigate 
these “stories from the marketplace," and it seriously tackled its job. 


lt established, for example, that Jugobanka of Kragujevac this year ex- 
tended credits to 46 opstina leaders and directors in Kragujevac to build 
houses with a total value of 4.5 billion old dinars. The loans ran from 80 
to 150 million old dinars. 


it is not known at the moment How many applications of other citizens were 
rejected on this account. 


Zivomir Radojevic, a worker, said in a meeting of the opstina LC confer- 
ence: 


"Did Jovan Obradovic have to be arrested off there in Belgrade and did the 
press have to issue an appeal to us before the committee could start up 
from its sleep and answer the questions of members of the League of Commu- 
nists which have been put for months now?" 


This worker was supported vigorously by Jovan Sreckovic, general director 
of INEX--Crvena Zvezda. 


Rage of Young Workmen 
Belgrade OMLADINSKE NOVINE in Serbo-Croatian 10 Jan 81 p 5 
[Article by Dragan Todorovic: “When Red Kragujevac Blushes"] 
[Text] It is evident to every citizen of Kragujevac: the city has been 
beautifully built over the last 8 or 9 years. There is an abundance of 
beautiful houses, large and expansive. One would say that there was no 
housing problem.... 
"I live in Llicevo, 3 or 4 km from the city. I pay 140,000 for two little 


rooms. That rent does not include electricity. There is no water. I have 
a wife and small child. My wife also works, and I have to pay 160,000 for 
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child care," says Radomir lgnjatovic, a mechanic, drawing up his accounts. 
He is one of five young workers we talked with in the Filip Kljajic Pac- 
tory. The other four were Obrad Obradovic, machine technician, Dragoslav 
Lasovic, machine technician, Milan Keljevic, highly ekilled toolmaker, and 
Zoran Nesic, milling machine operator. 


The others are similarly “fixed” as to housing. 


"lL have a room for which I pay 70,000. I had to furnish it myself, there 
was nothing inside. Which means that I pay that much for just the four 
walle,” someone said, 


"Four bare and humid walls," someone elee interjected. 


They are all subtenants, and they are all on the list for allotment of 
housing. Except one, Dragoslav Lazovic, who says that he did not register 
because he was too young. What has that got to do with it? It has a lot: 
every year of longevity means 3 points, so that younger workers do not have 
mich chance. As soon as an older worker registers, they drop down still 
farther. 


"I wonder,” Lazovic says, “how it is that a man over 50 years old is solv- 
ing his housing problem before he retires. What has he been doing up to 
now?" 


"Until a year or two ago it was still worse," we learned from Obrad Obrado- 
vic. “Under the regulation in effect until then a worker had to have at 
least 15 years of longevity befvre he could compete for an apartment. Only 
the apartments reserved fo: special personnel were an exception." 


"But it's the same now," Lazovic said resentfully. “The basis of awarding 
points has remained unchanged, longevity is still the most important cri- 
terion, so that still the minimum longevity comes out to a figure like 
that. And I am not talking only about allotment of housing--all of this 
applies also to loans for housing construction.” 


An inquiry conducted in Jugobanka of Kragujevac concerning the unlawful be- 
havior of the leaders here has shown that 46 people received loans for 
housing construction totaling 4.5 billion (old) dinars. 


“Some time ago one of our workers received a loan of 45 million to build a 
three-room apartment. That was the largest amount permitted. The leaders 
received 4.5 billion. That means that 100 workers failed to get loans in 

that amount! When you take into account that the loans which workers get 

for construction are usually guch smaller, you can figure that as many as 

1,000 workers could have resolved their housing problem in one way or an- 

other,” said Dragoslav Lazovic. 
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Ubrad Obradovic said that the accused made their mistakes in the place that 
is most painful for workera here: 


"Le seems to me that housing comes first here, and pay comes next. That ie 
how things rank with the workers. And not only have we been wounded here, 
but many other questions are aleo being put. Petrovic, for instance, was 
getting building materials in a situation when there was no way of getting 
them...." . 


"My grandmother had died," Lazovic interjected. "I searched everywhere for 
eight bage of cement to make her a gravestone, but I had no luck. I even 
offered money under the table, but nothing doing." 


Radomir Ignjatovic is a member of the League of Communists, as are all the 
others we talked to, but he is also a delegate in the Kragujevac City As- 
sembly: 


"We had a commission for investigating the origin of property. What was 
happening? Ic pounced on those who were least of all to blame, those who 
did not have strong enough connections to protect them. As soon as a 
worker began to make something large, the commission for origin of property 
would be on the spot. The president of the opstina obtained all his per- 
mits ‘in no time,’ but if I had begun to build something like that, the 
whole crew would have immediately come to tear down my foundations. Is 
there anyone who understands that 700 workers have to set aside money for 2 
or 3 years for what that man built?! His monthly mortgage payment, accord- 
ing to certain calculations, has to be about 700,000, which is the monthly 
pay of a mechanic, in fact a mechanic who has to work 12 hours a day!" 


People Who Gain Prominence 


When we suggested this interview to the president of the youth organization 
in Kragujevac, he expressed a fear about the possibility of getting realis- 
tic and competent statements, since the entire report in the form of mate- 
rial for the rank and file of the party had still (still!) not gotten to 
the basic organizations. However, the young self-managers had plenty to 
say about the whole situation. One must in fact admire the very high de- 
gree of consciousness and political responsibility which they display: 


"We think that the entire matter has been blown up a bit in the press, 
which was not necessary. We could have ended it ourselves without a lot of 
noise. Kragujevac must have an exemplary leadership, since it represents a 
city which has been our first in many things. What has happened is horri- 
ble, but we can settle this without help from outside. We are great opti- 
mists, not pessimists. And let us understand one another, none of us wants 
to see these people hanged in the center of the city. We only want them to 
experience the punishments which they have earned. And these admonitions, 
that is ridiculous! If we fall behind two payments of our dues, we are ex- 
pelled from the party, but they.... What is this: Are we supposed to say 
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in gentle tones: ‘Comrades, you have made mistakes, don't do it anymore, 
we forgive you....'?" 


Milan Keljevic is self-critical: 


"We are also largely to blame, party members above all. We have people who 
once they are elected to certain positions are never seen again in the 
place they came from. They all swear that they will go back into the fac~ 
tory at the end of their term of office, but very few actually do. We see 
how these people move from position to position, but we do nothing. On the 
other hand from somewhere up above there is a constant flow of sheets of 
paper which have to be voted on." 


The remarks of Radomir Ignjatovic can be applied even more widely: 


“Over the last 1.5 years I have not attended a single working meeting of 
the party at which any significant probleme were debated. Every time it's 
just material from the central committee, material which has to be voted on 
or read. Take another case. I receive material for the assembly, I merely 
glance at it hastily to see if my name is not perhaps mentioned somewhere, 
to see if | haven't been elected to something ... or to see whether my 
Filip isn't mentioned.... I haven't the time to read that kilogram of ma- 
terial. And when I go there, the procedure is this: ‘You have already re- 
ceived the material on time.... Does anyone have anything to say? No one 
does. Who is in favor? Is anyone against? The material is adopted!’ And 
at times a man clinches his fingers and squeezes his hands to vote 
‘against’ and then when the chair asks ‘Who is in favor?’ your hand flies 
up and you vote like all the rest. Recently I heard about a case that hap- 
pened in Zastava: There was a meeting and they just couldn't get one of 
the items on the agenda adopted. Then Solak came (Njegos Solak is deputy 
general director at Crvena Zas‘ava and one of those whose name has been 
mentioned in the affair of Obradovic and Beograd-Inzenjering--author's 
note) and said: ‘Okay, comrade workers, the time has come for me to climb 
down to your level and explain to you....' Thus after five or six votes 
the proposal was adopted. After all, in such situations they always tell 
us how this is essential and good for us workers, that this is in the in- 
terest of the city and the broader social community...." 


Two Different Yardsticks for Party Members 


The men I was interviewing lit cigarette after cigarette. Some of them 
said that it took them several days to recover and calm down when they 
heard what had been happening under their noses. 


"It hurts me, it really does. And if it hurts me, how is it for someone 
who is not a member of the League of Communists? How will it look in the 
eyes of my father, who is a peasant? What citizen of Kragujevac is going 
to vote again tomorrow for any optional local tax?" Dragoslav Lazovic won- 
dered with good reason. 
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"I am thinking about whether I should remain a member of the party,” Ig- 
njatovic said. "After all, I have alwaye been advised as a party member 


net to look out for my own interests. But that is what the leaders have 
been doing!" 


"Go ahead and write it, write it and sign it: Kragujevac has turned red 
twice: once in ‘41, which was heroic, and now this time--from shame!..." 


7045 
C80: 2800 END 





103 











END OF 
FICHE 
mar ila 


4 Mare \ 














